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On the mani ſeſtation of the Son of 
Gad in human fleſh. 


HE ſeventy weeks of Daniel 
were now elaplgd; and they 
who looked for ſalvation in Iſrael, 
were wrapt in filent expectation of 
the Meſſiah coming in the name of 
the Lord to ſave them. Long 
had the Gentile nations walked in 
their own ways, and the Jews prac- 
tiſed theceremonies of Moſes, But 
neither could the precepts of the 
philoſopher retrieve the ruins of 
our fall, nor could the carnal ordi- 
nances of the law make them per- 
fect who had recourſe unto them, 
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as touching the confcience. For as 
yet the daily oblation had not cea- 
_ ſed; nor the temple ſmoked in ruin, 
into which the Meſſenger of the 
covenant, according to an ancient 
prediction, was. ſuddenly: to. come. 
The ſceptre of David was now ſunk + 
into the hatchet of a carpenter, and 
his tabernacle was fallen down. 
Tiberius ſwayed the ſceptre of 
Rome; Herod was king in Judea ; 
John the Baptiſt had lien ſix months 
in the womb, who was to be the 
Harbinger of his coming; and a 
profound peace reigned over the 
world, as à preſage of his birth; 
whoſe name is called the Prince of 
peace. When the almighty King, 
who is ever mindful of his cove- 
nant; diſpatches from the bleſſed 
abodes the angel Gabriel, (none of 
the leaſt of the heavenly throng, and 
| | not 
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of the Son of God in human fleſh. 3 
not now firſt employed in erabaſſies 
of love to man), to ſalute the bleſſ- 
ed virgin, the mother of our Lord. 
The obedient angel flies, and punc- * 
tually diſcharges his commiſſion. 
But, O ye Papiſts, though he ho- 
nours her as a ſaint, he worſhips 
her not as a goddeſs. A new thing 
indeed it was in the earth, tliat a 
virgin ſhould conceive; but by no 
means impoſſible unto the Holy | 
Ghoſt to bring about by- his over- | 
ſhadowing power. If once a wo- 
man was formed out of the ſub» —_ - a | 
ſtance of a man, why ſhould not 
that fame divine power be fully 
able to produce a man out of the 
ſubſtance of a woman? May we ö 
not humbly judge, that it came 
from him who is wonderful in i 
counſel, and excellent in working, | 
that for the general honour of our 

| A2 nature, 
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nature, the Saviour did ſpring from 
that feeble ſex which was firſt in the 
tranſgreſſion? For © as the woman 
js of the man, even ſo alſo the 
man 1s by the woman: but all 
things are of God.” O conde- 
ſcending Saviour, bleſſed, beyond 
all peradventure, was the womb 
that bare thee, and thoſe paps that 
gave thee ſuck : nor is it eaſy to 
conceive how a ſinful woman could 
be more highly honoured, than to 
carry thee in her womb, unleſs by 
having thee formed in her heart. 


HERE let us forego all idle ſpe- 
culations, about what other me- 
thods were poſſible to God, by 
which to ſend forth his Son into 
our lower world; and let us rather 
be willing to diſcern the characters 
of wiſdom that are evidently in- 
ſtamped 
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ſtamped upon, this diſpenſation, 
ſach as it is. - For had a body been 
prepared him of nothing, of the 
duſt.of the ground, orof ſome hea- 
venly materials, he would not been 
of the ſame fleſh and blood with 
thoſe he intended to redeem. Or 
had it been produced in the ordi- 
nary. method of human generation, 
he would have been involved in 
the ſame guilt of Adam's origina- 
ting fin with the reſt of mankind, 
whom he repreſented in the firſt 
broken covenant. - As in the for- 
mer caſe, his relation to us would 
(for what appears) been too remote: 
ſo in the latter, he would (in all ap- 
pearance) been too like us; not on- 
ly in the qualities of our natures, 
but in the guilt of our perſons. 
But now he is born of a woman, 
and therefore of our bone and of 

| A 3 dur 
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our fleſh. And becaufe his mother 
is a virgin, we eaſily underſtand 
how he is holy, undefiled, and ſe- 
parated from ſinners. But here a 
difficulty ariſes to our thoughts: 
for if ſhe is a virgin that ſhall be 
with child by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
{hall preſerve her character from the 
unjuſt aſperſions of the world? It 
15 far more fitting, that her holy 
child Jeſus. ſhall confirm. the truth 
of his divine extraction, by the te- 
nor of his deportment, when adult, 

than that ſhe ſhall be the aſſerter 
of it. Therefore ſhe is betrothed: 
unto a huſband; who is at once the 
witneſs and the ADIOS her vir= 


ginity. 


Bur leaving the ſacred embryo» 
to be. curiouſly wrought in the 
lower parts of the earth by the fin- 

——: 
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gers of the Almighty, let us next 
fee in what manner the heavenly 
infant was uſhered into the light. 


„For thou Bethlehem-Ephratah, 


though little among the thou · 
* ſands of Judah,” according to the 
prophets, © ſhalt give birth to the 
Ruler of Ifrael.” But though 
the bleſſed. virgin can trace her ge- 
nealogy from David, and from A- 
braham, ſhe- is a reſident of Naza- 
reth, from whence no prophet was 
expected to ariſe. How then ſhall 
the prediction be accompliſhed ? 
The emperor of Rome iſſues a royal 
edict, that all his large dominion 


ſhall be taxed. He meant to fill 


his coffers with money; but a great- 


er Sovereign than he intended the 


fulfilling of his promiſes. While 
every man repairs to his city to be 
taxed, in abedience to the imperial 

ne 
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mandate, Joſeph his father, as was 
ſuppoſed, repairs among the reſt to 
Bethlehem, the city of his family, 
being of the houſe and lineage of 
David. And now he is arrived 
with Mary, his eſpouſed wife; who 
being near the time of her delivery, 
had been directed by providence, 
or ſpecial inſtinct, to accompany 
her huſband on this occaſion. No 
coſtly palace receivps our wearied 
travellers. A common inn is the 
place of his nativity. Perhaps à 
filent intimation, that he himſelf 
| ſhould be a common Saviour. Nor 
| even in the inn could a commudious; 
apartment be ſpared to-the Lord of 
heaven and earth. Le men of 
Bethlehem, what a gueſt did yow * 
exclude! The coarſe accommoda- 
tion of the manger was all his mo- 
ther could obtain for her tender 
infant. 
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infant. Lo! there HE lies wrapt in 
ſwaddling cloaths, whom the hea- 
ven of heavens cannot contain. HE 
is aſſociated with the herds in the 
ſtall, whom all the angels adore! 
For this is HE; believe it, ye chil- 
dren of men; whoſe name is Im- 
manuel, which by interpretation is, 
God with us! This is HE, who 
from all everlaſting was the bright- 
neſs of the Father's glory, the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon, who re- 
joiced always before him, and was 
daily his delight! This is HE who 
was in the form of God, and thought 
it not robbery to be equal with 
God; but for our ſalvation he is 
clothed in fleſh and blood, and 
now become a helplefs feeble infant! 
O ye beautiful ſcenes of the crea- 
tion, thou glorious ſun; thou fi 
ver moon; and all ye glittering 
| ſtars, 
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ſtars, in you the inviſible things of 
God are clearty feen ; but now you 
are eclipſed by the more excellent 
glory, God manifeſted in the fleſh; 
Come hither, ye that thirſt for cu- 
rious knowledge, and loſe your- 
felves in thankful admiration. For 
the perſon of the eternal Word, by. 
whom all things were made, is 
found in the likeneſs of man, is be- 
come as our brother, that ſucked 
the breaſts of our mother. Not 
that he ſtripped himſelf of any di- 
vine perfection, or ceaſed to be what 
he was; but by a moſt ineffable 
act of condeſcenſion and power, he 
has vailed the glory of his divinity, 
and become what he was not, by 
aſſuming a portion of our humani- 
ty to ſubfiſt in his own perſonality, 
O myſterious infant, the glory of 
aur race, who: art not aſhamed to 
call 
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call us brethren! Now thou art ful- 
ly able to give our ranſom unto 
ſouls, though precious, ſhall not 
ceaſe for ever. 


War charming melody is that 


breaking the ſilence of the night, 


and taſting ſtrong of heaven? It 
is a multitude of the heavenly hoſt 
praiſing God in ſtrains. of higheſt 
rapture. O ſhepherds, bleſſed were 
your ears, to hear fuch early tidings 
of a Saviour born in the city of 
David. Though your heads were 
wet with dew, and your locks. with 
the drops of the night; yet none of 
the princes of this world could 
boaſt of ſuch an honour. But, lo! 
three eaſtern ſages, conducted by a 
wondrous. ſtar, or glittering meteor, 
come. from a far country, to ſeek 


and - 


12 On the maniſeſtatioꝛn 
and worſhip the princely babe of 
Bethlehem. They are not ſcanda- 
lized at the inglorious figure the 
infant-king did caſt; but percei- 
ving the rays of Deity, even through 
the vail of fleſh, (ſuch is the power 
of faith), they not only offer unto 
him coſtly preſents, but addreſs 
him with -divine honours. A ſad 
preſage, ye children of the kingdom, 
that © many ſhall come from the 
&« eaſt, and from the weſt, and from 
„ the ſouth, and from the north, 
* and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
* with Iſaac, and with Jacob, in the 
“ kingdom of God, when you rot 
* ſelves ſhall be caſt out,” In vain 
does the beſotted tyrant of Judea 
think to reverſe the high decrees 
of Heaven, by iſſuing out a bloody 
mandate to murder the tender in- 
nocems. While their infant · blood 
; defiles 
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defiles the ſtreets of Bethlehem, 
Egypt herſelf ſhall be a ſanctuary 
to the young Prince of peace. Be 
comforted, ye mothers, whoſe love- 


ly babes have periſhed in ſo good 


a cauſe, and received ſuch an early 


crown. In a little time the cruel 


murderer ſhall feel the weight of 
ſo many juſt curſes upon his guilty 
head; and the Meſſias ſhall reign in 
ſpite of his 1nfuriate and feeble 


rage. 


Wk cannot reaſonably doubt, 
but the young Redeemer gave early 
proofs of his divine original, It 
was no doubt a very pleaſing em- 
ployment to the highly-favoured 
parents, to rear up this tender plant 
by a thouſand endearing offices; to 
mark the firſt buddings of his ge- 
nius more than mortal; and to ob- 
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ſerve the bloſſoms of every heaven- 
ly grace that adorned his holy ſoul. 
But as it hath ſeemed good to the 
wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, to be 
very ſparing in the hiſtory of his 
private life, after he called his Son 
out of Egypt, we muſt be content 
to remain in ignorance of what is 
not revealed. Yet as a ſpecimen 
of the reſt, one remarkable occur: 
rence is tranſmitted down to our 
knowledge, concerning. the holy 
child Jeſus. He had numbered but 
twelve revolving years, when ac- 
.companying his religious parents 
to the ſolemn. feſtival of the paſſo- 
ver, young as he was, he could 
maintain a diſpute even with the 
doctors in the temple. His parents, 
not ſuſpecting where he was, ſeek 
him with Jorrowtul hearts, and the 


third day. Feſtores him to their long- 
ing 


ing eyes. Wiſt ye not that he had 
the buſineſs of his heavenly Father 
to look after, and that he needs not 
your paternal care? For though 
his parents ſhould both forſake 
him, the Lord will take him up. 
Ye learned doctors, little thought 
you, that the amazing child, who 
talked with you to the great ad- 
miration of every beholder, was 
he of whom the prophet ſays, To 
* us a Child is born, to us a Son 1s 
“given: and his name ſhall: be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor, 


* and the mighty God.” 


For the ſpace of thirty years he 
lurked in obſcurity in the contempt- 


ible village of Nazareth. Who 


would have ſuſpected that the Son 
of the carpenter was himſelf the e- 
verlaſting Father; and n Creator 
24. 822 of 
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of all the ends of the earth? But 


now the time is come when he 


ſhews himſelf unto Iſrael. What 
venerable perſon is he, who, like 
the ancient Elias, wears a hairy 
garment; and in the villages of the 
wilderneſs preaches the doctrine of 
repentance; talks of the kingdom 
of heaven being at hand; of the 
axe to the root; the fan to the 
wheat; and the chaff to the fire? 
It is the forerunner of Chriſt, the 
voice of one crying in the wilder- 
neſs, Prepare ye the way of the 
* Lord.” See how the multitudes 
flock after him, to his baptiſm! e- 
ven Chriſt himſelf condeſcends to 
be baptized of him. The hoary 
Baptiſt wonders, that the Maſter 
{ſhould come to the ſervant; who 
was not worthy to perform the 
meaneſt office to ſuch an exalted _ 

| Dignitary. 
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Dignitary. But © thus it became 
% him to fulfil all righteouſneſs.” 
Once he was circumciſed ; to ſanc- 
tify the church that then was; to 
honour the divine ordinances; and 
to teſtify that he was a debtor to 
do the whole law. And now he is 
baptized; to ſanctify the church that 
is to be; and to confirm his faith, by 
this expreiſive ſign, in the promiſe 
of his everlaſting Father. For 
though he needed not the waſhing 
of regeneration, (as we); yet when 
he deſcended into the baptifmal 
waters, it ſignified the large effu- 
ſion of the Spirit upon his ſacred 
humanity, to qualify him fully for 
his high and ſaving work. And 
may we not alſo think, that when 
he aſcended from the conſecrated 
ſtream, into which he went duwn 
with willing ſteps, he was then af 

Þ 3 - tured, 


* likenets of a dove, deſcends upon 
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ſured, that in like manner he ſhould 
lift up his head above the waters of 
adverſity, and emerge victorious 
from under the billows of his Fa- 
ther's wrath? O Jordan, it was a 
ſtrange thing that befel thee, when 
thy waters drove back their courſe 
at the preſence of God, and when 
Elijah ſmote them with his mantle: 
but much more ſtrange 1s this, that 
he who poured them into thy bed, 
and made the dry land and the 
fountains of waters, is now waſhed 
in thy hallowed wave; while from 
on high the heavens are opened; a 
voice is heard trom the excellent. 
glory; and the Holy Ghoſt, in the 


him. 
Now let us follow the jlufſtrious 


Redcemer from the bank ot ] Ordan 
| : unto 
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unto the ſolitary wilderneſs, where 
Moſes the giver, and Elias the re- 
ſtorer of the law, faſted forty days; 
and where the ancient. Iſraelites 
provoked him forty years. There 
too the great Fulfiller of the law, 
during the ſpace of forty days, ab- 
ſtains from food, being ſupported 
by a divine power, and fed with 
holy contemplation. But after- 
wards he feels the gnawing power 
of hunger; to expiate the luxury of 
Adam in the garden of paradiſe; 
and to demonſtrate the truth of 
his humanity, When, lo! the 
ſubtle enemy is permitted to aſſault 
his virtue by ſundry inſnaring ar- 
tifices. But all his efforts are baf- 
fled by this Captain of our ſalva- 
tion. Think it not ſtrange, O 
humble ſoul, if this malicious ſpi- 


it ſhall tempt, with reſtleſs im- 


8 portunity, 


Head, in all points tempted like as 
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portunity, even to the moſt atro- 
cious crimes; and ſhall abuſe even 
the ſacred oracles to this vile pur- 
poſe. He came unto the glorious 


we are. But being reſiſted by the 
ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, he betakes himſelf to 
ſhameful flight. 


LET us now proceed to trace the 
moſt intereſting ſteps of our Re- 
deemer's life, when he dwelt among 
us in our fleſh. And thall we firſt 
liſten unto him as a teacher come 
from God? With what inimitable 
authority! with what irreſiſtible 
wiſdom, impartial freedom, un- 
daunted boldneſs, unwearied dili- 
rence, burning zeal! with what 
homely plainneſs, condeſcending 
humility, tender compaſlion, ami- 

able 
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able meekneſs, long-ſuffering pa- 
tience, divine delight, did he preach 
righteouſnefs in the great congre- 
gation! How eloquent! how pa- 
thetic! how mighty in the ſcrip- 
tures! But who can enumerate all 


the wonderful works which, by his 


own power, and for the manifeſta- 
tion of his own glory, .he effected? 


The raging element of water he 
ſtills with a powerful word, and 


walks upon its rolling ſurges. Trees 


withered at his rebuke; fiſhes have 


paid his tribute. How often did 
he give fight to the blind; hearing 
to the deaf; ſpeech to the dumb; 
firength to the weak ; health to the 
diſeaſed ; purity to the defiled? 


Even ſtrong death could not retain 
his priſoners, when he pave the 
high command. Never were words 


ſo gracious as thoſe he ſpake. Ne- 
ver 
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ver were works ſo glorious as thoſe 


he did. 


PERHAPS it might be inquired, 


In what palace he dwelt? what 


riches he poſſeſſed ? what princes 


was he acquainted with? But 
though he calls the filver and the 


gold his own, if he pays tribute, a 
fiſh ſupplies him with money; if 


he rides, he muſt borrow an aſs. 


He built the ſky, and had not- 


where to lay his head. He pre- 
pares the corn, and was fed at the 
table of others. O poverty! how 


doſt thou expoſe to contempt even 
the greateſt wiſdom, and moſt ſo- 
lid virtue, in this degenerate world !- 


But though he was rich, for our 
ſakes he became poor; and by his 
poverty, we ſhall be enriched. 


TRE 
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THE faithleſs and perverſe gene- 
ration among. whom he converſed, 
not content with rejecting his hea- 
venly doctrines, blaſpheming his 
miracles, and ſtaining his moral 
character with the moſt odious im- 
putations, arrived at that enormous 
pitch of wickedneſs, as on many 
occaſions to thirſt for his blood. 
Sometimes they take up. ſtones to 
caſt at him, as an abominable 
wretch, unworthy to breathe the 
vital air: and ſometimes-they lead 
him to the brow of an hill, with 
an impious intention to caſt him 
down ; though in the village where 
he was born; and though, a while 
before, they wondered at the gra- 
cious words that proceeded out of 
his mouth, 


Nok was the concluſion of the 
ſcene 
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| ſcene unlike its beginning. Even 


to the laſt we find him a man of 
ſorrows: Is it nothing to you, O 


e children of men? Much every 
way. For by his bloody ſweat you 


are purged; by his condemnation 
you are abſolved; by his bonds you 
are looſed; by his death you are 
quickened; and by his ſtripes you 
are healed. Nor muſt we regard 
the laſt diſmal ſufferings of the 


Redeemer in the light of an affect- 


ing tragedy, but of an evangelical 
hiſtory. 


ALREADY he had made his 
triumphant, though lowly entrance 
into Jeruſalem, riding upon an aſs, 
amid the acclamations of the po- 
pulace, in accompliſhment of an 
ancient prediction. His eye had 
melted in tender compaſſion over 
the 
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the bloody city. He had eat the 
laſt paſſover, and inſtituted the new 
ſolemnity of the ſupper. Many 


excellent difcourſes he had made to 


his ſorrowful-diſciples; and, by the 
ſignificant ceremony of waſhing 
their feet, he ſtrongly inculcated, 
how by love we ſhould ſerve one 
another in all humility. But as 
once we ſaw him in the wilderneſs, 
let us now attend him into that gar- 
den of Gethſemane, the ſcene of 


his dreadful agony; where he trode 


the wine - preſs alone; or rather was 


troden in the wine preſs of his Fa- 
ther's wrath; where he was in all 


the myſteries of wo; where he be- 


held the angry face cf God; and 
felt the ſting of death, long ſharpen- 
ed (if we may uſe the expreſſion) 
upon the ſtony tables of the law, 
infixed into his very ſoul. See 
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now he lies all proſtrate on the 
ground; and preſſed out of mea- 
ſure with an inviſible load, till 
4 large red drops of blood iſſue from 
| [/ every opened pore! What words 
4 were theſe, O Saviour, that dropped 
| from thy lips in this ſore and 
bloody conflict, when, in the moſt 
| fervent manner, thou didſt depre- 
5 cate the bitter cup? Was it the 
; proſpect of thy cruel death? Was 
" it the terror of thy crucifixion, 
that made thee to ſtand aghaſt, and 
to ſhrink back with ſhuddering 
horror? O no. Thy martyrs have 
rejoiced even in the ſterneſt tribu- 
- lations, have bid defiance to all the 
variety of torture, and reſolutely 
met the king of terrors in his moſt 
formidable armour. For they be- 
Held the face of God clad with 
gyeet ſmiles, while their * 
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did abound. But thine it was to 
know the power of God's anger; 
according to his fear, fo is his 
wrath. .It was the burden of onr 
guilt; and it was the lively ſenſe 
of the Almighty's indignation, that 
filled thee with ſuch amazing an- 


guiſh; and extorted from thy hu- 


man nature confeſſion of diſtreſs, 
in tears and groans, and prayers to 
him that was able to ſave thee from 
death. = 


Bur he ſurvives the bloody 
ſweat, being ſtrengthened by an 
angel, and ſupported by his own 
divinity ; when, lo! the perfidious 
traitor comes, and dares approach 
to ſalute with a treacherous kiſs 


thoſe lips that knew no guile. For 


the wretched gain of thirty pieces 


of ſilver, the price of a ſlave when 


C2 puſhed 


by them ), did this miſerable ſinner 


man mind! But who are theſe he 
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puſhed by an ox that he died, (a 
goodly price that he was prized at 


betray his Lord and Maſter. O cur- 
ted luſt of gold! to what enormous 
crimes canſt thou urge on the hu- 


brings along with him? Romans 
and Jews ſent from the high prieſts. 
** Why do the Heathen rage, and 
the people imagine a vain thing, 
to plot againſt the Lord, and his 
* Anointed?” Againſt whom do 
they come thus equipped with 
{words and ſtaves ?-----But what 1s 
this ?-----They go backward, and fall 
to the ground.----- Underſtand, ye 
wicked, that he is able to. ſlay you 
with the breath of his mouth, and 
caſt you down beyond the poſſibi- 
lity of arifing. But his hour 1s 
now come,----=TFake him-----and 


lead 
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| lead him away. Let the diſciples 
retire at the permiſſion of their 
Lord.-----And thou, Peter, put up 


thy ſword :--—-leave vengeance unto 
God. | 


Tux breath of our noſtrils, the 
Anointed of the Lord, is taken in 
cheir pits. He is bound like a 
malefactor, who proclaims liberty 
to the captives! Eaſily could he 
act the Samſon, upon this occaſion; 
But the juſtice of his Father forbids 
it; and the cords of his own love, 


ſtronger than all fetters; hold him 


faſt. Where do they lead him but 
to the high prieſt, as a lamb to the 
flaughrer?-----In. vain does the con- 
ſcience: of Pilate” remonſtrate the 
innoceney of the pannel!. In vain 
does the wife of Pilate diſſuade from 


languinary'methods; and tell about 
C a Her 
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her ominous dream the preceding 
night. The filly judge, intimidated: 
by the threats, and dunned by the 
inceſſant - clamour of the mob, de- 
livers Jeſus unto their will, and re- 
leaſes unto them the murderer 
whom they preferred. What bar- 
barous indignities were done unto 
him, both before and after he re- 
ceived his ſentence, may juſtly: raiſe 
our wonder, while: they excite: ous 
.deteſtation. Lol he is exceedingly. 
filled. with contempt, being forced 
to wear the ludicrous enſigns of 
majeſty. His crown is a wreath of 
thorns. His ſceptre a. reed The 
Judge of Hrael is fimatten- with a 
rod reproachfuly. He hides. not 
his face from. ſhame and. ſpitting. 
They reſt not here; for his back is 
prepared. for the. tearing ſcourge... 
bz theſe circumſtances of diſgrace, 
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he is denied by his only apoſtle 


who had the courage to follow him. 


O Peter, hear you not the witneſſes 
accuſing him falſely? Is this your 
kindneſs. to your friend? Where 
is now your confident boaſting ? 
But fo it was foretold by Chriſt ; 
and for this let us paſs the time of 
our ſojourning here in fear. 


An! how have we made him to 
ferve with our iniquities! For 
panting, and ſpent wich toil, and 


covered with: blood and ſweat, he 


bears his croſs. © His viſage is 
marred more than any man's, 


& and his form than the ſons of 


© men... And now he is arrived 
at the appointed place for conſum- 
mating this melancholy ſcene. His 
garments are partedi The aſſembly 


ef the wicked. incloſe him round; | 


The ey 
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They pierce his hands and feet. 


See how he hangs ſuſpended on 
the racking croſs, betwixt the hea- 
vens and the earth! No fountain 
relieves his. parching thirſt! No 
angel ftrengthens. him from hea- 
ven! No Peter draws a ſword in 
his quarrel! His inexpreſſible tor- 
ments are not able to command 
one tear from the unpitying ſpecta- 


tors; who ſhake the head at him in 


cruel ſcorn; wreſt his words ; and: 
mock. his prayers! Even the ſun 
withdraws his light! O golden 


ruler of the day, didſt thou fly the 


pain of thy Maker? Or was it in- 
cenſed juſtice, that arreſted thy 
beams from giving light unto: the 
ſuffering Surety? But more hor- 
rid was the darkneſs of his ſoul, 
when thou, O beavenly Father, 
with-held the pleaſing beams of 
__ wy 
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thy countenance. *_ Perſecuited, 

but not forſaken,” may be the 
motto of the -ſuffering ſaint, but 
not of the ſuffering Saviour. Even 
in this hour and power of darkneſs, 
he caſts not his. confidence away : 
but having commended his mother 
to a beloved apoſtle, and his ſpirit 
unto his beloved Father; he bows 
the head, and renders up the ghoſt. 
The earth quakes. The dead ariſe, 
The temple rends her vail, Then 
were ye ſpoiled, © principalities and 
powers. Then juſtice was ſatiſ⸗ 
fied ; the law was magnified. The 
mighty work which had employed 
the thoughts of God from all ever- 


laſting; and which ſhall be the 


ſubject of the moſt delightful con- 
templation to all the redeemed com- 
pany world without end, did then 
receive its conſummation. N 

| O 
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O THAT this dying love of God 
might dwell for ever in our 
thoughts; conſtrain us to every 
duty, and deter us from every fin! 
Muſt the Son of God expiate, with 
fach direful ſufferings, fin, not his 
own? what then muſt they en- 
dure for their own ſins, who reiuſe 
to learn, from this amazing ex 
ample, the infinite evil of that abo- 
minable thing? 


GREAT was thy victory, O 
death, when even the Son of God 
flept in the chamber of the tomb, 
a priſoner of darkneſs ; a pale and 
ghaftly corpſe. But wo unto us, 
if the goſpel-hiſtory had left him 
in the filent grave. Then had the 
expectation of the poor periſhed; 


ehen had his promiſe failed for e- 


ver; then had we been ſtill in our 
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fins, unpurged, unpardoned. But 
the third day beheld him emerging 
from the darkſome grave. In vain 
they ſet a watch, and ſeal the ſtone. 
It is not poſſible he can be held. 
The wounds of his body are mira- 
culouſly healed ; the ſeparated ſpi- 
rit is re-united by a divine power, 
before he ſaw corruption ; and he 
ariſes as a man refreſhed with ſleep 
ſprings - from his bed, when the 
morning ſhines with purple ra- 
diance. No more ſhall infirmity 
clog thy fleſh ; or ſorrow cloud thy 
brow, O riſen Saviour. No more 
ſhall death reduce thee under his 


gloomy power. Thy warfare is ac- 


compliſhed, and thou haſt received 


of the Lord's hand double for all 


our ſins. . 


0 EARTH, why didſt PE quake? 


and 
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and what diſturbed your repoſe, ye 
ſleeping bones ? It was at the pre- 
ſence of the God of Jacob, who late- 
ly was crucified in weakneſs ; but 
now he is raiſed in power. The 
| earth caſts forth her dead. Sleep on, 
ye remaining priſoners of the duſt; . 
a time, a time will come, when ye 
too ſhall awake and fing, and a- 
ſcend to meet him in the air. Ye 
living faints, rejoice that death is 
ſwallowed up in victory. The 
| grave, that hungry monſter, catch- 
ing the bait of his humanity, was 
not aware of the hook of his divi- 
nity, and ſwallowed its own de- 
ſtruction. Now may we reſt in 
full aſſurance, that all our. debt is 
paid, when, by the order of the Cre- 
ditor, the Surety is taken from pri- 
ſon and from judgment. For lo! a 
ſhining miniſter, whoſe countenance 
1s 
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is as lightning, and his raiment 
white as ſnow, deſcends to roll a- 
way the ſtone from the holy ſe- 
pulchre! For fear of him the 
keepers did ſhake, and became ag 
dead men. No doubt he was fally 
able to have removed the ſtone, 
who had power to lay. down his 
life; and had power to take it up 
again. For even the pillars of hea- 
ven tremble, and are aſtoniſhed at 
his reproof. But it was the will of 
the eternal Father, that theſe excel- . 
lent and glorious creatures round 
his throne, ſhould put this token of 
reſpect upon their Lord and ours, 
even in his loweſt humiliation. Hail 
happy day, on which a more glo- 
rious work was finiſhed, than when. 
he planted the heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the earth ! May 
that ſweet day of facred reft be the 
Vol. II. D joy 
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joy of our ſouls! Then may we 
often join with God and angels, in 
remembering this moſt illuſtrious 
work, A FINISHED REDEMPTION! 


Tux victory is complete; what 
remains but the Victor ſhall tri- 
umph? The atoning ſacrifice is 
offered; what remaing but that 
the High Prieſt ſhall enter within 
the vail? Forty days he converſes 
with his diſciples, inſtructing them, 
in the nature of his kingdom, by 
his heavenly diſcourſes; and con- 
firming them in the certainty of 
his reſurrection, by his frequent ap- 
pearances. Then does he lead them 
out as far as Bethany and the mount 
of Olives. By that way he once 
came to his ignominious croſs ; and 
by that way he returns to his glo- 
rious crown, And how did he 
02 employ 
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employ the laſt parting moments, 
but in bleſſing his beloved apoſtles ; 
and aſſuring them of his being ever 
preſent with them in the diſcharge 
of their office, even when they 
{hould ſee him again no more? 


CouLD we have ſtood among 
that favoured few, who witneſſed 
this glorious tranſaction, then 
would we have ſeen him ſlowly a- 
ſcending from the earth ; not ſnatch- 
ed as Elijah in a whirlwind; till an 
obedient cloud receives him from 
the ſight of the aſtoniſhed gazers, 
who had already ſeen enough to 
ſatisfy their faith. Be lifted up, 
« ye everlaſting doors of paradiſe, 
** that the King of glory may come 
in.“ Liſten to the triumphantſhout 
wherewith the bleſſed aſſembly 
hailed his arrival. Obſerve the 

D 2 trophies 
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trophies of his victory; the blunted 
ſting of death, and the keys of hell 
and the grave. Great was the 
| pomp, thou Sinai didſt behold, 
when the holy. One defcended on 
a thy top, and out of his right hand 
went a fiery law; but greater 
doubtleſs was the pomp, when he 
aſcended on high, leading captivi- 
ty captrve, after he had magnified 
the law, and made it honour- 
able. | 


Now reign for ever, Heſſed Lord 
Jeſus, upon thy heavenly throne. 
For ever ſhalf a crown of glory in- 
circle thy radiant' head. No more 
ſhalt thou' complain of a forrowful 
ſoul, or a forfaking God. With 
what infinite fatisfa&tion ſhalt thou 
for ever revolve thy paſt agonies, 
and ſee the travail of thy ſoul! O- 

| bedient 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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bedient angels caſt their crowns 
before thee. With thee ſhall the 
church militant ſwell their ſong e- 
ven in this vale of tears. And un- 
to thee ſhall the triumphant church 
aſcribe eternal praiſe, ſaying with 
a loud -voice, © Worthy is the 
Lamb that was lain, to receive 
“ power, and riches, and wiſdom, 
* and ſtrength, and honour, and 
“glory, and bleſſing.” To join 
the ſongs on high, may we alſo 
in thy due time be brought! 
Amen. 


On Chriſt laid in the grave. 


TS this: the place? Is this the 
gloom? Ho diſmal the ſitua- 
tion! how ghaſtly the appearance! 
See there his facedefiled with deadly 
| E paleneſs : 
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paleneſs! his eyes cloſed in death! 
His body covered with hideous 
wounds, and ſcars of ignominy, lies 
{tiff and motionleſs, wrapped in a 
mournful ſhroud! O how unlike 
the place, the ſtate from whence 
thou didſt deſcend! And was it 
then for this thou left the ſkies? 
Is this that glorious perſon by whom 
the worlds were made? who hung 
the ſtarry globes on high? gave 


. rays unto the ſun, and brightneſs 


to the moon? He thunders with 
the voice of his excellency ; fright- 
ing the nations with the tremendous 
roar. - Lo! filence broods around 
him, deep as the night, or ſummer's 
noon-tide air. Ah! where is thy glory 
fled? Where are thoſe bright mi- 
niſters, who have in charge to be 
thy conſtant attendants, in all thy 
ways to keep thee? theſe who 

proclaimed 
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proclaimed thy birth; hymned 
thy arrival on this earth; and who, 
with kindly ſervices, refreſhed thy 
wearied virtue, in the day of thy 
temptation in the wilderneſs? Why 
have you abandoned your Lord in 
ſuch diſgrace? Why do you not 
brighten this diſmal place with 
your celeſtial ſplendor ; that it may 
look ſomewhat hike the tomb of 
ſuch a perſon? But what are ye? 
Such a myſterious event the ſun 
could not behold, had not the ſove- 
reign MIND, who rules on high, 
conſented. But why, O heavenly 
Father, would thou forſake the 
darling of thy boſom ; who always 
did the things which pleaſed thee? 
as was by thee declared, when, 
from the opening cloud, thou ſent 
the heavenly Dove, who reſted on 
his head when he aſcended from 


the 
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the baptiſmal waters, The hoary 
Baptiſt marvelled; and every be- 
holder was loſt in admiration. A 
voice ſounded from. the excellent 
glory ; a voice, which was. after- 
wards repeated: This is my be- 


loved Son, in whom. I am well 
4 pleaſed.” 


FORBEAR, vam mortal, to tax 
the divine procedure. You ſee the 
Surety, who juſt now paid the debt 
of mankind. Lou behold the 
ſlaughtered victim, the. ſacrifice of 
a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. Though 
here the earthly part of his humani- 


ty is humbled for a time; yet 


ſhortly, very ſhortly, you. may, 
with raptured eyes, behold him 


emerging from theſe darkſome 


ſhades, much like the vigorous ſan, 


But know, that thine iniquity did 


bring 
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bring him to the duſt of death, and: 
planged him in theſe depths of 
ignominy⸗. 


An! curſed monſter fin, what 
haſt thou done? | I formerly heard 
you caſt the angels from their 
bright abodes to coaſts of dark de- 
ſtruction; and man was driven by 
thee from paradiſe, and all its. 
flowery pleaſures. ' By your means 
the race of men were buried in a 
watery grave. You called for fire 
and brimſtone, to lay in aſhes the 
proud towers and tents of wicked- 
neſs and luſt in Sodom's evil day. 
Thine is the peſtilence: the bed of 
languiſhing is thine, and every ſick- 
neſs: you opened the pit of cor- 
ruption, and furniſhed with deadly 
arrows the inexhauſted quiver of 
the king of terrors. Were not 

| theſe 
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theſe atchievements ſufficient to glut 
thy rage? With theſe, audacious 
monſter, thou might have been 
content. How dared you attack 


the Son of God, and kill the Prince 
of life? But know for this, thou 


thyſelf ſhalt die. Thyſelf ſhalt be 


condemned. Lo! in that gravel 
ſee thee laid, and gradually ſhalt 
thou conſume away, till even the 
hard and ſolid bones ſhall be re- 
duced to duſt, without a veſtige re- 
maining, 


On Chrift riſing out of the grave. 


I WILL not anxioufly inquire, 
who ſhall roll me away the 
ſtone; or waft me over the ſeas, to 


view the local ſpot where the dead 
Redeemer 
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Redeemer was laid a breathleſs 
corpſe. This I leave to you, ſons 
of deluſion ; who, deſtitute of true 
devotion, trudge many a needleſs 
ſtep. But let me find the holy ſe- 
pulchre in the field of meditation; 
and on the feet of love, and with 
the eye of faith, let me approach 


and view the place where thou, Oo 
Lord, did ly. 


WHEN. he beheld the grave of 


Lazarus, he wept. Shall I not drop 
a tear, when, oh! it was mine iniqui- 
ty that brought to the duſt of 
death, and cloſed his eyes in cruel 
ſlumbers? But wherefore weep? 
Why not rejoice alſo? O death, 


where is thy priſoner? He is not 


here, but he is riſen; for the third 
morn beheld him deſpiſe the grave. 


He 
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He roſe, he roſe ; he burſt the bars of death, 
And with him all our triumph ger the tomb, 


WHAT an agreeable perfume is 
exhaled from this delightful place! 
Here is no noiſome grave; for no 
ſepulchral ſtench offends the noſtril. 
The ſacrifice of a {weet-ſmelling ſa- 
vour hath left a moſt inviting o- 
dour, which reſtoreth my ſoul a- 
gain. 


Bur hath he left thoſe garments, 
this linen pure and white; em- 
blem of his unſpotted righteouſneſs; 
to me and all his followers? Like the 
divine Elijah, who left this mortal 
ſtage, nor felt the ſtroke of death; 
(a privilege which for our ſakes 
was not indulged to a far greater 
than he). Lo! there a napkin to 


wipe 
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wipe all tears from off all faces. 
Lo! garments of ſalvation, and 
linen pure and white, are ready at 
your hand. Put ye on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Mr languid ſpirits revive: I feel 
a lively vigour diffuſe itſelf over all 
my powers. What wonder that 
ſuch quickening influence pro- 
ceeds from thy ſepulchre, Lord 
of life; when even a prophet's 
ſleeping bones touched into life a 
ſtiffened corſe. So ſacred ſtory 
tells. Herelet me come and bring 
my lifeleſs heart, when deadneſs 
ſeizes my ſoul; here let me enter; 
here let me dwell. 


Mx luſts be buried here; for ever 
lie entombed my fears. O death! 
where is thy ſting? Where is thy 
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victory, boaſting grave? I no more 
conſider thee as a gloomy dungeon, 
Now thou art a quiet ſanctuary ; a 
downy bed; a lightfome man- 
ſion; and a peaceful haven, in order 
to receive the weary wanderer, long 


| loſt upon this troublous ocean of 


anxious cares and tribulations, 


On Chriſt compared to the ſun. 


8E E there the glorious ruler of 
the day; who rejoices as a ſtrong 
man to run a race! How univerſal 
is his influence! how rapid and how 
conſtant is his motion! That hea- 
venly lamp has blazed for multi- 
tudes of ages in the blue vault of 

the firmament. Empires have a- 


riſen and decayed ; populous cities 
have been laid in aſhes, without 


any 


© 
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any trace now remaining of their an- 
cientdignity and grandeur. All theſe 
revolutions have been beheld by this 
bright eye of the world, without 
any viſthle diminution, or material 
alteration. The ſelf- ſame ſun now 
cheers ys with his beams that aroſe 
upon former generations; and will 
adminiſter the ſame conſolation un- 
to others, when we {hall be laid in 
the duſt. Whether ſhall we moſt 
admire the beauty or the uſefulneſs 
of this reſplendent luminary? Not 
a more beauteous creature did ever 
drop from the creating hands of 
the Almighty. To this bright orb 
we are indebted for cheerful light, 
and genial warmth. Without his 
powerful aid, we ſhould for ever 
mourn under the frown of hideous 
darkneſs; and pine away under 
the piercing rage of winter. The 
| E 2 rivers 


; 
\ 
| 
{ 
; 
| 


52 On Chrift compared to the fun. 


rivers would be hardened into ice; 
and the mountains covered with. e- 
ternal ſnow. Who could live in 
his cold? Were it not for his be- 
neficial influence, our eyes would 
not be charmed with ſight of ver- 
nal bloom, or ſummer's roſe: our 
noſtrils would not be ſaluted with 
the. ſweets. of the garden; our 
taſte would not be regaled with the 
fruits of the autumn, and golden 


treaſures of the harveſt. It is this 


which makes the melancholy deſart 


to rejoice; the fields to ſmile; the 


little hills to ſing. When he re- 
joices in his eaſt, how do the cheer- 
ful birds hail his arrival! And e- 
ven the clouds of melancholy are 
diſpelled from the human wind. 
Fair in himſelf, he beautifies all na- 
ture's works, He paints the flowers. 
of the ſpring; he clothes in ſunny 
robes 
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robes the roſe and the lily ; he tips 
with gold-the morning and the e- 
yening clouds; and in the day of 
rain, the bright etherial bow de- 
rives from him that inimitable 
brightneſs which charms the eye of 
gazing multitudes. 


Falk looks the ſun, and fair the 
morning-Tay : but not to be com- 
pared with the beauty of the Lord; 


which above all 3 the "PA 
fied ſoul is deſirous of beholding. 


O thou who waſt dead, and art a- 
live again; who liveſt for ever; thou 
brighteſt Sun of righteouſneſs, that 


that exiſted before the day · ſpring 
knew his, place; and that wilt 
be unto thy people for an everlaſt- 


ſhined in the firmament of the 
church from the moſt early ages; 
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matchleſs beauty; thy dazzling 
ſplendor; thy univerſal influence! 
When we eſſay to lift our weak and 
ſickly eyes to thee, we are not able 
to take a ſteady view of the incom- 
prehenſible glory of thy myſterious 
perſon; for thou dwelleſt in the 
darkneſs of too much light. By 


© theeis life and immortality brou ght 


to light; and were it not for thy 
directive ray, who ſhoald guide our 
feet in the way of peace? We no 
more need to wander in uncertain- 
ty ; nor is the grave a frightful pro- 
fpe& unta dying mortals. In thy 
light, O let me walk; and in thy 
light work out my own ſal vation. O 
warm my cold affections, and melt 


my frozen heart with thy all-power- 
ful beam. Inkindle ſuch a flame 


as many waters cannot quench. 
In vain, ye goſpel-miniſters, ye ſtars 
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in the firmament of the church; in 
vain ye ſhed your feeble rays, when 
he, the Fountain of your day, re- 
fuſes to ariſe. Ye twinkling ſparks 
of worldly comforts, you cannot 


drive away the night of melancho- 


ly from our dejected ſpirits; but 
when he ſcatters his rays, and ſhews 
his face, O how the ſhadows fly a- 


way ' 


THEN cheerfulneſs and joy re- 


turns unto the ſoul; and the voice 


of melody is heard in the taber- 
nacles of the righteous. © The 
* flowers appear in the earth; the 
„time of the ſinging of birds is 


* come.” But when he hides a- 


way his face, ah! what withering 


of the ſoul! Then, ye trees of righ- - 


teouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, 
that he may be glorified, reſign your 


blooming 
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blooming pride ; and your branches 
are not loaded, as uſual, with the 
fruits . righteouſneſs, 


warn clouds and en are 
round about us, in the dark day of 
tribulation and affliction; what 
direful gloom would overſpread our 
ſouls, but that this kindly Sun of 
righteouſneſs ſtamps on our blackeſt 
clouds a glorious brightneſs. It 


is the bow in the cloud, which 


makes our darkneſs ſmile. 


D&READFUL was that eclipſe 
which thou didſt labour under, O 
thou Light of the world, when of- 
fering up thyſelf through the eter- 
nal Spirit. From the hiding of the 
Father's face; from the frown: of 
his angry countenance ; waſt thou 
horn of thy rays. Arraigned be- 
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fore an earthly tribunal ; condemned 
with injuſtice; wounded with ig- 
nominious ſcourges, and piercing 
thorns; and crucified with unutter- 
able agony; I ſee thee deſcending 
into the grave. The rocks, the 
flinty rocks, had compaſſion upon 
thy piteous ſufferings: nor could 
the ſun conceal his indignation ; 
for in that hour and power of dark- 
neſs, he laid aſide his bridegroom- 
attire, and clothed himſelf in ſack- 
cloth. Red and bloody was thy 
ſetting, in the evening of thy mor- 
tal life; but glorious was thy ari- 
fing, in the morning of thy reſur- 
rection. 


FoR us, not for thyſelf, thou 
waſt eclipſed in ſuch bloody ſuffer- 
ings; that we might not for ever 
dwell in the dark regions. of the 
ſhadow 
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ſhadow of death. Shine thou. for 
ever, bleſſed Jeſus, in the firmament 
of the church; and in the firma- 
ment of my ſoul. Who ſhall pluck 
thee from thy ſphere, or arreſt thee 
in thy progreſs? Not all the powers 
of hell; nor the united force of in- 
ward luſts, and ſtrong corruptions. 


Ariſe upon the darkened nations 


with healing in thy wings; and 
chaſe away ignorance and deluſion, 


by the brightneſs of thy coming. 


BLESSED are thoſe happy people 
on whom thou ſpreads thy cheer- 


ful light; who triumph in thy 
beams; and ſolace themſelves un- 
der thy genial warmth. But, ah! 


how many times thy rays are in- 
tercepted by the moon of a preſent 
world interpoſing itſelf betwixt thee 
and us! How frequently the cares, 


how | 
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how frequently the comforts of this 
life, lie too near in my heart, and 
ſhew big in my eye, and hide thy 
cheerful face from my ſoul! How 
often have the clouds of prevailing 
iniquity, and reiterated provoca- 
tions, covered the face of my mind, 
and blotted out the day! O ſcatter 
thy victorious rays abroad, and 
chaſe them from thy ſky! Blot 
out as a cloud my tranſgreſſions ; 
and as a thick cloud my fins, by 
the rays of thy juſtifying righteouſ- 
_ nels, and ſanctifying influences. 


BLEss the Lord, ye highly fa- 
voured, who baſk in his rays, and 
walk in the light of his counte- 
nance. God is the Lord, which 
** hath ſhewed us light: bind ye 
* the ſacrifice with cords unto the 
* horns of the altar. For through 


the 


arg ag 3 - 


dens; the birds of paradiſe rejoice; 
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che tender mercies of God, the 
® day-ſpring from on high hath 


„ viſited us. Walk in the light 


* while you Have it; and remem- 
« ber the days of darkneſs, you 


N ©* knownotbutthey {hall be many. 


O YE that ſlumber upon your 


beds; and waſte your golden ſea- 


ſon of grace in indolent repoſe!” a- 
wake; ariſe; go forth; and behold 
him coming forth of his chamber 
as à bridegroom. The darkneſs is 
paſt; the ſhadows are fled; the 
wild beaſts have now retired to their 


and che voice of gladneſs is heard 
in Immanuel's land. Now is the 
time for che traveller to glory to 
purſue his journey to the better 
country. Shortly the night cometh, - 
wherein no man can work or walk; 

a 
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a night that wall not know the 
dawning of the day. © Awake 
© thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 


“ the dead; and Chriſt ſhall give | 


« thee light. 


On Chrift's comparing himſelf to the 
roſe of Sharon, and the lily of the 
vallies *. 


[_ET another praiſe thee, and not 
5 *. thine own lips,” is a maxim 
chat includes not within its verge him 
who is Immanuel, and infinitely 
exalted above the rank of mortals. 
In him ſelf-commendation is both 
graceful and uſeful. O fairer than 


the ſons of men! ſo tranſcendent. 


is thy excellency ; ſo exalted is thy 
Song ii. 1. 
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dignity ; thy perfection is ſo bound- 


leſs; thy beauty is ſo matchleſs, 
ſo unparallelled, ſo elevated to the 
higheſt degree; that words cannot 
expreſs, thoughts cannot reach thy 
glory. Thou only knows what ful- 
neſs thou contains of grace and truth. 
No ſwelling pride, or over-valua- 
tion of thyſelf, ere lodged, or could 
lodge in thy facred breaſt. Thou 
only canſt with ſafety, with mo- 
deſty, with decency, commend thy 
worthy Self. O may I catch the 
flame thy words would inkindle, 
and the opening of thy lips yould 
inſpire in my ſoul! 


Or all the flowers that imbibe 
the dew, and expand their leaves to 
the morning-ray, the roſe and the 
” lily are the moſt goodly and de- 
lightful. Theſe charming fiſters 

are 


to the roſe of Sharon, &c. 63 


are ſignalized, both for their beauty 
and their fragrance, Well may 
the lovely Jeſus be reſembled to 
theſe blooming ornaments of the 


garden. 


View him in his perſon. The 
lily of his divinity is wedded to the 
roſe of his humanity. In preſence 
of his divinity, the full-blown lily, 
when bathed in the evening or 
morning dew, can. boaſt of no per- 
fection. For even the ſun is aſha- 
med, and the moon confounded, 
when heunveils his glorious bright- 
neſs. In preſence of his humani- 
ty, the ſweet and bluſhing roſe loſes 
her luſtre, Beauteous was his 
ſoul, and beauteous his body. As 
to the former, it was adorned with 
all the beauties of holineſs; and as 
to the latter, doubtleſs it ſhines with 
| £ wal comely 
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comely grace. Though, in his days 
of deep humiliation, his face was 
furrowed with ſadneſs; his viſage 
marred more than any man's, and 
his form than the ſons of men; 
now joy brightens his countenance, 
and ſmiles for ever in his eyes. 


VI Ew him in his mediation. As 
he is the repreſentative of finners 
unto God, he is the roſe of Sharon, 
in his bloody ſatisfaction; the 
lily of the vallies inis immaculate 
obedience. Wherefore art thou 
red in thine apparel? What un- 
worthy cauſe hath defiled with 
blood thy majeſtic looks, and ſtain- 
ed all thy raiment, O thou roſe of 
Sharon? © I have troden the wine- 
* preſs alone; and of the People 
e there was none with me.” The 


ſword of my Father s indignation 
hath 
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to the roſe of Sharon, &c. 65 


hath awaked againſt me, the man 
who am his fellow. Therefore am 
I red in mine apparel, and my gar- 
ments like one that treadeth out 
the wine-preſs. Canſt thou ſpy any 
flaw, any the ſmalleſt deformity in 
the lily of. the vallies? No mote 
in the obedience of the Son of God. 
Though he, by divine imputation, 
was made ſin for us; and even, by 
human reputation, was an egre- 
gious tranſgreſſor; yet was he ho- 
ly, harmleſs, and undefiled. Un- 
defiled in his nature, by inherent _ 
corraption ; undefiled in his life, 
by actual tranſgreſſion. View him 
in his mediation, as he is the re- 
preſentative of God unto ſinners. 
In the clemency of his government, 
he is like the gentle lily: in the 
ſeverity of his adminiſtration, 
like the inflamed prickly roſe. In 
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the threatenings of his holy law, 
he is fiery as the roſe: in the pro- 
miſe of the goſpel, he wears the 
lily's winning aſpect. If we are 
not attracted by his ſmile, we ſhall 
be appalled by his frown, when he 
arms his angry countenance with 
terror. 


How reviving, how exhilarating, 
the fragrance that is exhaled from 
this Plant of renown, which reſto- 
reth the ſoul again! When we ob- 
tain a ſmell of this heaven-planted. 
flower, the heart is glad; the 
tongue rejoices; the ſun puts on a 

brighter beam; and every thing 
which we behold aſſumes a brighter 
aſpeA. 


No roſes could equal thoſe of 
Sharon ; no lilies like the lilies of 
the 
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the vallies. What grows in an irri- 
guous ſoil, ſuch as the low grounds 
uſually prove, by reaſon of the nu- 
merous rills which deſcend from 
the neighbouring mountains, muſt 
be of more exquiſite kind, than the 
produce of the high and parched 
lands. In all things, bleſſed Jeſus, 
thou muſt have the pre-eminence. 
If thou art a roſe, thou art the roſe 
of Sharon. If thou art a lily, thou 
art the lily of the vallies. 


On n truſting in Gad. 


; H E that trufts in the Lord with 
| all his heart, does not indeed 


expect, that God will do that for 
him which he has never promiſed ; | 
| 18 far 


68 On truſling in Gad. 
far leſs that he will be favourable 
unto him, in what is contrary to 
his revealed will. But, firſt, he 
ſees that his matters are good and 
right; and then he commits the 
keeping of his ſoul unto the faithful 
Creator; who is a buckler to them 
alone that walk uprightly. 


Ir he is called of God to any dif- 
ficult duty, for which he finds 


himſelf unequal, he perſuades him- 


ſelf, that God will command his 
ſtrength, and work in him both to 


will and to do of his good plea- | 


ſure: and out of weakneſs, he is 
made ſtrong. 


Hz will not inland preſume on 
the divine protection, when ruſhing 
headlong into dangers evident- 


ly MCL, without neceſſity; as 
though | 
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though the Almighty were obliged 
to ſuſpend for him the laws of na- 
ture, and be prodigal of his mira- 
culous operations. For even the 
Son of God himſelf would not 
tempt his loving Father, by caſting 
himſelf down from the pinnacle; 
though, as the bold impoſtor told 
him, the angels had in charge to 
keep him in all his ways. But 
let him hear the voice of God, and 
conſcience; This is "the ways 
walk ye in it;“ though he ſhould 
paſs through fire and water, he 
laughs at fear; and is not greatly 
moved by the moſt ghaſtly ap- 
pearances of danger. Though war 
ſhould riſe againſt him; and death, 
with fable wings, ſhould hover 
round his head; yet will he fear 
no evil. For © thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, O God, 

__ © whole 
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* whoſe-mind is ſtayed on thee, 
** becauſe he truſteth in thee.” 


THx perfections of the God- 
head are the chambers of ſafety 
wherein he hides himſelf. That 
everlaſting ſtrength, for which no- 
thing is too difficult: that match- 
leſs. goodneſs, that extends itſelf e- 
ven to the birds of the air, and 
hlies of the field; that perfect 
immutability, that excludes all 
variableneſs and {ſhadow of ' turn- 
ing ;-----that inviolable veracity, by 
which it is impoſſible for God to 
lie ;-----that exact omniſcience, from 
which no want can be hid: that 


incomprehenſible wiſdom, which 
can make all things work together 


for his own glory, and our good; 
the promiſes of the word, and all 
the experiences of the ſaints; theſe 

are 


or 
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are his ſure foundations on which 
he builds his truſt. 


Ir he himſelf has found the e- 
ternal God his refuge, experience 
worketh hope. As he hath deliver- 


ed, and doth deliver, he truſts in 


God, that he will yet deliver. If 
he has recourſe to his own expe- 
riences, and finds no light from 
that quarter, he ſearches out of the 
book of the Lord, and finds, that 
never were the righteous forſaken. 
If friends proved faithleſs, or un- 
able to afford him any relief in the 
day of calamity, enemies ſhall be- 


friend. Even Philiſtines and Chal- 


' deans ſhall intreat him well in the 
evil day. Did all human relief 
fail, and vain was the help of man? 
then God has made a friendly co- 
renant for him with the beaſts of 


the 
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the field; the birds of the air; and 
the fiſhes of the ſea. Ravens ſhall 
feed him; bears ſhall avenge his 


quarrel; and monſters of the deep 


afford a ſafe retreat. Fiſhes have 
ſupplied his wants; and dogs have 
proved phyſicians to his ſores, If 
the animal creation failed, the dead 
and lifeleſs creatures have come 1n- 
to his intereſts. The roring waves 
divide to give him paſſage; and 
for his ſake the fierce element of 


fire forgets its burning power. If 


neither men, nor beaſts, nor ele- 
ments, appeared to his aid; num- 
bers of mighty angels incamp a- 
round, and deliver him. But 
chiefly God has been a never-fail- 
ing refuge, when neither friends,---- 
nor foes,-----nor beaſts,-----nor- ele- 
ments,-----nor angels,-----nor any 
other creature, have interpoſed for 
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their ſafety. © Thou haſt been a 
* ſtrength to the poor; a ſtrength 
* to the needy in his diftreſs; a 


refuge from the ſtorm ; a ſhadow 
from the heat, when the blaſt of 


© the terrible ones was as a ſtorm 
* againſt the wall.“ a 


WHILST he, by this believing 
confidence, gives glory to God, a 
full reward is given by the God of 
Iſrael, under whoſe wings he truſts. 
No anxious cares about this world's 
good things ; no diſpiriting fears a- 
bout its evil things; ſhall be able 
to diſturb his repoſe. He is careful 
for nothing that can befal his mor- 
tal body, his civil reputation, or 
his worldly accommodations, Ha- 
ving devolved all his cares upon 
the great JEHOVAH, commended 
to him his preſent and his future 
Vol. II. — © i intereſts; 
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intereſts; he lies down, and his ſleep 
is ſweet unto him. His fleſh ſhall 


reſt in hope, even 1n the clay-cold. 


bed of the grave. His righteouſ- 
neſs is brought forth as the light. 
Surely the Lord will make perfect 
what concerneth him. O Lord 
of hoſts, bleſſed is the man that 


_ #* truſteth in thee.” 


On truſting in Chriſt, 


OR is it leſs our duty to truſt 
in thee, O almighty Saviour 


No 


of ſinners, who ſaveſt us, not by 
bow, nor by ſword, nor by battle, 
nor by horſes, nor by horſemen, 
nor by might and power; but by 
thy blood which thou ſhed; and 
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by thy Spirit which thou poureſt 
down. Surely ſhall one ſay, In 
„ the Lord have I righteouſneſs 
“ and ſtrength.” For he ſhall be 

enabled todiſcern all other grounds 
of truſt to be but arms of fleſh -- 
but lies and vanities ;-----but ſpiders 
webs but periſhing gourds ;---- 
but foundations that ſhall be over- 
flown with a flood; whilſt he that 
puts his truſt in the Lord, ſhall be 


fafe,. and {hall inherit his holy 
mountain. 


THovcH his diſtinguiſhed pri- 
vileges ſhould be like thoſe of Ca- 
pernaum, that was exalted up into 
heaven, he confides not in the 
temple of the Lord, but in the Lord 
of the temple.-----Thongh he could 
boaſt an illuſtrious deſcent from the 
venerable Abraham; or claim kin- 
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dred, according to the fleſh, with 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; he would not 


on that account think himſelf in- 


titled to the divine regard. 
Though he ſhould find much 
worldly ſubſtance; he will not 
% ſay to gold, Thou art my hope; 
nor to fine gold, Thou art my 
confidence; as though the Al- 
mighty would eſteem his riches; 
or as though they could be profit- 
able in the day of his wrath.----- 
Though he ſhould equal Heman in 
the deepneſs of his exerciſe, and 


Paul in the abundance of revela- 
tion; he would not reckon it expe- 


dient for him to glory. Though, 
for the cauſe of Chriſt, he ſhould e- 
ven pour his blood; yet by the 
blood of the Lamb would he over- 
come; yet in the blood of the 
Lamb (and not his own) would he 

waſh 
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waſh his robes, and make them 
white.----Though his gifts ſhould 
be eminent; his knowledge clear 
and extenſive :-----though, in the 
ſweetneſs of his natural temper, he 
ſhould be like a Moſes ; and a Paul, 
in the blameleſſneſs of his life, 
rouching the righteouſneſs of the 
hw :-----though his profeſſion were 
ever ſo ſtrict, and his reputation e- 
ver ſo fair: · in a word, thougl he 
ſhould ſhed many tears; pour, 
many prayers; endure many hard- 
ſhips; make many vows; form 
many reſolutions; and exert the 
molt vigorous endeavours in work- 
ing out his own-ſalvation: yet all 
theſe things he counts but loſs and 
dung, that he may win Chriſt, and 
be found in him. Though the 
ſaving grace of God ſhould be im- 
planted in his heart, he is not ſtrong: 


* . im 
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in the grace that is in himfelf, but 
in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
His juſtifying merit is the alone 
ground of his confidence for the 
pardon of his guilt; his ſanctify- 
ing Spirit, for vanquiſhing the 
power of his inbred corruption. 
All other confidences he rejects, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath rejected them. 
No tempeſt ſhall be able to batter 
down his walls; his foundation 
never ſhall be razed; his confidence 
ſhall never be rooted out of his ta- 
bernacle, but ſhall have a great re- 
compence of reward. O blefled 
“ is the man that truſteth in the 


„ Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord 
„ js, For he {ſhall be as a tree 


4 planted by the waters, and that 


“ ſpreadeth out her roots by the 
« river, and ſhall nat ſee when 


% heat cometh, but her leaf ſhall 
4 be 


— 
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© be green, and ſhall not be care- 
«* ful in the year of drought, nei- 
„ ther ſhall ceaſe from yielding 


fruit.“ 


On imitating of Chrift. 


T HE imitator of Jefus Chriſt is 
one, who being intereſted in 
him as his propitiation, cannot but 
chooſe to follow him as his pat- 
tern: for he knows, that though it 
be not the only or principal end, 
why the Son of God was manifeſt- 
ed; it is, however, a very confider- 
able part of his errand, in viſiting 
theſe regions of mortality, to give 
us a fair tranfeript, and a living copy 
of all thoſe graces and duties that 
are 


8 On imitating of C hriff. 
are pleaſing unto God, and that 


are commanded in the law. He 
reverences indeed the footſteps of 
the flock; and bleſſes God for the 
holy examples of living and dead 
ſaints; which are noble incentives 
to piety, and a devout converſation, 


But {till he regards the holieſt ex- 


amples of living and dead faints, 


as but imperfect models of duty ; 


ſome of their actions being evi- 
dently ſinful, and others of them 
doubtful and ſuſpicious. Jeſus 
Chriſt he conſiders as the only 


finiſhed pattern of obedience; in 


whoſe preſence Moſes 1s not meek ; 
Solomon is not wiſe; Job is not 


patient; David is not upright; A- 


braham is not ſtrong in faith; Eli- 
jah is not zealous; and Paul, the 
labouring apoſtle, is not diligent, 
His fellow-ſaints, and thoſe who 
| | bave 
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have gone before him, may indeed 
ſurpaſs. him in what he actually at- 
tains-unto, but not in what he aims 
at. He knows, that the finer the 
copy is, the fairer will be the 
learner's hand ; therefore he ſets the 
Lord alway before him. To fol- 
low the ſteps of Chriſt alone, is far 
more eligible in his efteem, than 
to go in the way of the world, or 
follow the multitude to do evil. 
And how can it be otherwiſe, when 
he confiders, that the example of 


Chriſt is the example of lus beſt 
friend; his glorious head; his 


great Lord and Maſter; his leader 


and commander; the ſhepherd 
and biſhop of his ſoul; the captain 
of his ſalvation; and the author 

of his high and heavenly calling? 


He reckons ita far more glorious 


and 


82 On imitating of Chriſt. 
and honourable attainment to re- 
ſemble his bleſſed Saviour in holi- 
neſs, and obedience to the will of 
God, than though he could be like 
him in the power of working mi- 
racles; a power which has been, in 


ſome meaſure, imparted to the work- 
ers of 1 ny 


— 


„ 8 


THEsE moſt invaluable books, 
the goſpels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, that contain the 
facred memoirs of the life of Jeſus, 
he prefers before all other biogra- 
phy. Theſe venerable hiſtories he 
peruſes night and day; not merely 
with the eye of a critic, that he 
may underſtand their ſenſe, - and 
diſcover their beauties; but with 
the eye of a painter, who gazes at 


a fine picture, that he may imitate 
| the 
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the artiſt's delicate deſigns, that he 
may go and do likewiſe, 


In all places, companies, duties, 


and emergence, he labours to con- 


ſider with himſelf, How would my 
Lord and Saviour, were he in my 
place, acquit himſelf on this occa- 
ſion? Would he do this or that? 
Would he allow it to bedone? 


THERE are many actions of the 
man Chriſt Jeſus which were per- 
formed by him as a human creature, 
in conformity to the moral law, 
which are to be imitated in the 
letter of them. If he obeyed his 
parents; prayed to his God; forgave - 
his enemies; paid tribute to Ceſar ; 
deſpiſed no man for his poverty ; 
eſteemed no man for his wealth; 
if he pleaſed not himſelf, nor ſought 
his 


84 On imitating of Chrift. 
his own glory; if he was heavenly 


in his diſcourſe; cheerful in his o- 
bedience; unwearied in his appli- 
cation to his work; and mortified 
to the world in the whole tenor of 
his converſation: thefe are branches 
of his behaviour, in which the ſer- 
vant of Chriſt follows him in the 
moſt literal ſenſe, though at a 
humble diſtance; not as Aſahel 
followed Abner, but as Peter fol- 
lowed his Maſter afar off. Theſe 


duties are not only incumbent up- 
on him by the authority of the 


precept, but are ſanctified unto 
him, are rendered {ſweet and eafy, 
by the example of the Lord. 


Burr there are other actions of 
Chriſt, in which he acted the God: 
he faſted forty days; he judged 
the hearts of the Phariſees ; he took 

the 
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the aſs of another man to ride upon, 
as it had been his own; he 
ſcourged the buyers and ſellers out 


of the temple; he foretold future 


events; and performed a great num- 
ber of miracles. To imitate theſe 
in the letter of them, the Chriſtian 
knows very well, is utterly im- 
poſſible; and to attempt it, abſolute- 
ly unlawful. But though the mat- 
ter of them 1s only propoſed to his 
faith, the ſpirit of chem, or the mind 
with which he did them, is alſo 
propoſed to his imitation. His ta- 

king upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, when he was in the form of 

God; and his giving himſelf a ſa- 
crifice unto God of a {weet-ſmelling 
favour; though, for the matter of 

them, they are actions utterly in- 

capable of imitation: yet even theſe 

high acts, in the true ſpirit of them, 

Vai. II. H ———_— 
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the Chriſtian will endeavour to 
tranſcribe, by a humble and con- 
deſcending behaviour; and by walk- 


ing in love, as Chriſt alſo loved 


him. As John the Baptiſt did go 
before the Meſſiah in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias; though there was a 
great difference betwixt the indi- 
vidual actions of theſe two men: 
ſo he goes in the ſpirit and power 
of Chriſt, notwithſtanding of the 
huge diſtance that muſt always 


be between the Saviour and the 


ſaint. 


HE may, as his Lord and Ma- 
ſter, be expoſed to calumnies of e- 
very kind; but at laſt his righteouſ- 
neſs is brought forth as the light; 
and even when he gains not the 
applauſe of the tongue, he wins the 
approbation of the heart. If any 

human 
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human thing could reclaim an un- 


godly finner, it would be the con- 
verſation of him who imitates the 
life of Chriſt. Here even the car- 
nal man beholds the reality of reli- 
gion brought home to his very 
ſenſes, and the power of his luſts is 
aſſaulted with holy violence. As 
Chriſt is the viſible image of the 
inviſible God; ſo is this man the 
viſible image of Chriſt, whom the 
world ſeeth no more, - becauſe 
* the heavens muſt contain him, 
* until the time of the reſtitution 
of all things. 


On walking in the Spirit. 
Tux walker in che Spirit, is 4 


perſon whoſe goodneſs and 
H 2 devotion. 


83 On walking in the Spirit, 


devotion comes not by fits and 
ftarts, and on ſome rare occaſions ; 
but is habitually prevalent in the 
tenor of his life. It is true; like the 
whole ſpiritual creation, he groans 
under the bondage of corruption; 
yea, the more ſpiritual he is, the more 
earnal he ſees himſelf to be; like 
that moſt holy apoſtle, whofemourn- 
ful complaints are yet ſounding in 
our ears: *©* The law is ſpiritual; 
and the commandment holy, 
juſt, and good: but I am carnal, 
« and fold under fin.” But a ſpi- 
ritual frame is his element; and, 
with careful aſſiduity, he cheriſhes 
thoſe good impreſſions that may be 
made upon his heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt; of which he judges by 
their conformity to the. divine law. 
To the guidance and impulſe of that 
holy inviſible agent, he endeayours 

. to. 
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to ſurrender himſelf in every action 
of his life. That he may not 
quench this holy fire, he cruſhes in 
the bud the riſing thoughts of ſin; 
daſhes againſt the ſtones the infant- 

temptations ; avoids the ſnares of 
evil company; the practiſing of 
known ſin; the indulging: of un- 
lawful pleaſures; and anxious cark- 
ing cares about the things of the 
earth. He is ever ſtudying to pic- 
ture out in his life ſome ſpiritual 
grace. Spiritual truths. are the 
moſt ſavoury of all others unto his 
taſte: for the bleſſed Comforter, 
according to the promiſe of Chriſt, 
takes the things of Chriſt ; ſhews 
them unto him; and leads him into 
all truth. Theſe are the light of 
his eyes; the joy of his heart; 
more taſteful and delicious than 
honey from the comb. Spiritual 
Hai. bleſſings 
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bleſſings he eſteems the moſt ſuper- 
lative and excellent. He judges 
not after the fleſh, ſetting a high 
eſtimate on thoſe things that make 
the faireſt ſhew in the eyes of na- 
tural men, who cannot receive the 
things of the Spirit of God: but 
ſpiritual riches, honours, pleaſures, 
ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus; 
| theſe are the better things for 
| which he pants, and wherein he 
greatly rejoices. Spiritual thoughts 
are the native produce of his mind, 
ariſing from his heart as water from 
a living ſpring. As it 1s natural 
for the mother to think of her 
ſacking child; for the merchant to 
think of his merchandize; for the 
ſcholar to think of that particular 
ſcience he 1s beſt acquainted with; 
for them that are after the fleſh to 
mind the things of the fleſh: ſo it 
R is 


— 
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is natural for the ſpiritual walker 
to mind the things of the Spirit; 
when he buys and ſells; when he 
plows and ſows; when he fits in 
| the houſe, or travels on a Journey ; ; 
: as well as when he prays in his 
| cloſet, or repairs unto the place of 
„ the Holy. In every object he is 
diſpoſed to ſee God; in every ſound 
to hear him; to taſte him in all 
that is ſweet; to admire him in all 
that is great; to love him in all 
that is lovely; ; to reverence him in 
all that is dreadful. He perceives, . 
with David, the voice of God in 
the voice of a railing Shimei; and 
diſcerns, - with Job, the hand f 
God in the hand of a plundering 
Chaldean. Every creature is unto 
him a Jacob's ladder, by which he 
aſcends into heaven. Spiritual in- 
- tentions reign in all his enter prizes 
5217 | and 
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and actions, both civil and reli- 
gious. Henee the moſt ordinary 
occurrences of life are fanctified, 
whether he eats or drinks; while 
the very ſacrifices of the wicked ate 
an abomination. to the Lord. 
Spiritual motives induce him to- 
the hatred of ſin; tothe practice of 
duty ; to the purſuit of good. He 
abhors that Which is evil, as well 


ſtroys. He performs what is com- 


manded, becauſe it is commanded; | 


and not that: he may be ſeen of 
men. He aſks temporal and ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings from above; not 
that he may conſume them on his 
luſts, but that God may be glori- 


fied in all.—--Spiritual duties are 
his delightful recreation: he thinks 
not of them with reluctance; but 
anticipates, in a joyful expectation; 
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becauſe it defiles, as becauſe it de- | 
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the ſtated opportunities of inter- 
courſe with Heaven. It is not his 
body chat leads the mind, ſo much 
as his mind that leads the body, to 
any holy exerciſe, When he falls 
upon his knees in prayer to God, 
he goes not from the devil, or from 
the world, to God; but from God 
to God; becauſe he is in the fear 
of the Lord all the day long. 


On a godly nan. 


Hove n he eſteems it idolatry 
to make images of God; yet 
he himſelf is a picture of God, 
walking up and down in the earth: 
and he reckons it his greateſt duty 


and honour to be ſo. The glory 


of 
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of God is the end of all his actions, 

civil and religious; and a tax 
which he pays unto him with the 
ſame conſcience, that he renders 
unto Ceſar the things that be Ce- 
ſar's. The diſpleaſure of all the 
world, when laid in the balance 
with the ſmalleſt frown of his Fa- 
ther in heaven, is lighter than a 
feather poiſed againſt a.talent of 
gold. Burt if he lift upon him the 
light of his countenance, it is as 
impoſſible for him to be miſerable, 
as it would be for one to ſhiver 
with cold, who, in the warmeſt 
months of ſummer, ſhould baſk in 
the meridian ſun. The ſovereign 
authority of God ſtirs him up to 
all his duties; without which they 
would not be proper obedience. 
The ſame high will of God recon- 


cites him to every adverſe diſpenſa- | 
tion; > 
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tion; ſaying, with the moſt ho- 
nourable of all ſufferers, © The 
cup which my Father giveth me, 
« ſhall I not drink it?“ By all the 
ſtreams of created goodneſs, he is 
led unto God as the fountain from 
whence they ariſe. He ſees God 
in every object; he regards him as 
his awful witneſs; ſo that he ne- 
ver can be alone, either in the ſo- 
litary field, or ſecret chamber. 
Prayer is not his drudgery, but his 
element. He not only addreſles. 
the throne of grace when he has. 
ſome petition to lodge there; ſome 
intereſt to proſecute: but when he 
has no other errand, if it is not to 
tell God, how much he loves him; 
how deſirous he is of fellowſhip 
with him; and to ſee his power 
and glory in the ſanctuary. 
2 THERE 
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| THERE is a myſtery in the 
whole of his deportment, when 


acting like himſelf; which even 


the ungodly are forced to reve- 
rence. In vain {hall they think to 
burſt their bands, and caſt away 
their cards; for in his hand is a 


ſharp two-edged ſword. He binds 


even princes with.cords, and nobles 
with fetters of iron. He that ſits 
in the chair af the ſcorner, ſhall be 
greatly confounded; they fhall be 
turned back, that ſay, Aha, aha, 
He greatly triumphs over the little 
inſults of his adverſaries. Re- 
proaches ſhall rebound as burs 
from the poliſhed ſurface of a look- 
ing - glaſs; ſhall melt as ſnow - balls 

toſſed againſt the ſun; and {hall 
paſs away as the morning-eloud, 
or as the early dew. He would 
not ge his joy in the Holy 
Ghoſh, 
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Ghoſt, for the raptures of the ſcho- 
lar; the triumphs of the ſoldier; 
and the gratifications of the moſt 
ſenſual epicure. How vide the 
field wherein he fotages for joy, e- 
ven in tribulation ! 


THoYGH withered is his vine; 
his harp unſtrung; he is the rich- 
eſt of all merchants; for © godlineſs 
« with contentment is great gain.“ 
Lay not wait, O wicked man, a- 
gainſt his dwelling; fpoil not his 
reſting: place: For know the 
Lord hath ſet apart him that is 
* godly for himſelf: the Lord 
„will hear him when he calls unto 
* him.” Though he were laid in the 
loweſt pits; in the darkneſs and 
deeps of hell; yet he could not be 
truly wretched; any more than a 
wicked man could be truly happy, 
Vol. II, cw 
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were he admitted into the pure re- 
gions of life and immortality. 


' Delight in God, 


S a ſweet frame of ſoul, whereby 

the real Chriſtian finds all his 
afflictions to be lightened ; all his 
comforts to be ſweetened ; all his 
fins to be imbittered ; and all his 
duties eaſy and delightful. It is 
the marrow of all his ſacrifices; 
whilſt thoſe that want it, offer no- 
thing unto God, ſave goodly words; 
which are only the outward part of 
the calves of the lips, reſembling 
the hair and ſkin. It is the com- 
mandment, in the keeping of which 


he finds its own reward. 
| | His WM 
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Hts mind is habitually filled with 
holy thoughts of God; whether 
he fit in the houſe, or walk in the 
field, He remembers him on his 
bed; and meditates on him in the 
night- watches; and rejoices under 
the ſhadow of his wings. In thoſe 
ſolitary moments, when the vile 
perſon meditates villany, and his 
heart will work iniquity; when 
the ſenſual finner makes proviſion 
for the fleſh, to fulfil it in the luſts 
thereof; when the miſer betakes 
himſelf to his gold; and the am- 
bitious to their ſchemes of honour ; _ 
he naturally retires unto his God, 
and converſes with thoſe things a- 
bove, where Chriſt ſitteth at his 
right hand. And theſe thoughts 
ariſe in his heart as naturally as 
the fruit-bearing tree putteth forth 
12 her 
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her bloſſoms; or the fountain ſend- 
eth forth her waters. 


REL1G1ous duties are his ele- 
ment; and he rejoices when it is 
ſaid to him, © Go up to the houſe 
* of the Lord.” Not that he may 
catch the applauſe of men; not that 
he may only comply wich his con- 
victions, and ſtop the clamours of 
his conſcience; not that he may, 
in ſome inſtances, gratify his cu- 
rioſity, and feed a tickliſh fancy: 
but that he may go to God as his 
exceeding joy; and ſee his power and 
glory in the ſanctuary. Though 
the preacher of the word ſhould 
charm his ear with the delicate ca- 
dency of his voice, and his eye with 
all the graces of motion; if he 
hear not the voice of God, he is 
fruſtrated of his moſt valuable end. 

| Inſtead 
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Inſtead of being, like him of Edom, 
detained before the Lord; or ſay- 
ing, with the unholy Iſraelites, 
„When will the Sabbath be over?“ 
he binds his ſacrifice to the horns 
of the altar, with no other cords 
than thoſe of love; and counts: the 
Sabbath a delight. As the ſpirit 
of the living creatures was in thy 


wheels, Ezekiel; ſo is his heart in 
duties. 


{ 


His worldly comforts he oraſps 
not with too cloſe an embrace; like 
thoſe foohſh animals, who hug their 


young to death: but mainly re- 
joicing in God, nor putting them 


in his room, he finds them . 
and lively. 


He cannot periſh in his ſoreſt af- 
fliction; becauſe God's law is his 


r delight. 


delight his ſoul. 


102 On delight in Gad. 


delight. Though the ſig- tree ſhould 
not bloſſom; and the fields ſhould 
yield no meat; he has a never- 
failing refuge to betake himſelf un- 
to. He rejoices in the Lord, and 
is glad in the God of his ſalvation. 
In the multitude of his thoughts 
within him, thy comforts, 0 Lord, 


when he taſtes thoſe raviſhing plea- 
ſures that are at God's right hand! 
In what a contemptible light he 
regards the tranſient ſips of joy, 
for which the children of ſenſuali- 
ty forego their everlaſting intereſts, 
when, like Adam, they ſell a para- 
diſe for an apple? For one morſel 


of meat they renounce à birth- 
right, as Eſau; or taſte, with Jona - 
than, but a little honey, and for it 


they 


Bur O how fin is imbittered, 
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they muſt die. His pleaſures, not 
being of the ſenſual kind, fill not 
his cheeks with bluſhing; nor is 


heavineſs the end of his mirth. He 


eats not only the food of angels; 
but the bread of God. The lines 
are fallen to him in pleaſant places; 


and he has a goodly heritage. The 


greater an epicure, he is ſo much 
the more temperate. His pleaſures 


neither darken his underſtanding, 


nor ſtupify his conſcience, nor take 
away his heart. It is his alone to 


find honey witnout ſtings, and 


roſes void of thorns. Take to your- 
ſelves, he ſays, your paradiſe of 
fools, and your impure delights ; 
ſerve' your divers luſts and plea- 
ſures, all ye that are in the fleſh; 
but © delight to do thy will, O 
* God; thy law is in the midſt of 
* my heart.“ Away with the 

- | weeping 
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l | weeping food of Egypt; the onions 
1 and the garlic. Welcome thou 
Wl | heavenly manna. Hail ye ever- 
ll | laſting joys, which do not reſemble 
Il. | the crackling of thorns under a 
pot; but that cheerful light of the 
ſun, that ſhineth more and more 
until the day be perfect! It is 
yours alone, not to be blaſted by 
ſickneſs; or nipped by the win- 
ter of adverſity ; and even in death 
you ſhall flouriſh like the palm- 
tree, and paſs into eternity. 


> 


Reverence and godly fear, 


if . that grace whereby che real 
** Chriſtan maintains upon his 
heart a conſtant lively ſenſe of the 
N infinite 
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infinite diſtance betwixt the infi- 
nite Creator, and himſelf, a finite 
creature; and from a principle of 
love to the glorions JEHOVAH, as 
the beſt and greateſt of beings, he 
ſtands in awe to ſin againft him, 
by thinking, ſpeaking, or doing, 
what were unworthy the perfections 
of his nature, and the relations he 
bears as his Creator and Redeem- 


.. 


to thoſe ſublime myſteries which 
he hath not ſeen; and which are 
only comprehenſible to the divine 
underſtanding: nor to cenſure 
thoſe diſpenſations which are unac- 


makes darkneſs his pavilion. 


Im 


He is peculiarly cautious, not 
to intrude, with bold curioſity, in- 


countable to his reaſon, when he 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Ir, in the ſacred volumes of in- ge 
ſpiration, myſterious doctrines are th 
revealed, which far tranſcend his im- or 
perfect views; what he cannot com- Wl it 
prehend he humbly admires; and te 
betakes himſelf to the ſanctuary of th 
Paul, O the height!” For he of 
rightly judges, that to be igno - wn 
rant of what is revealed, is not more de 
ſhameful and inglorious, than cu- ot 


riouſly to pry into what God hath 
wrapped in darknefs. He conſiders 
religion as bearing a reſemblance 
to the beautiful fabric of the 
temple; in which there were not 
only commiodious chambers, and 
2 great variety of neceſſary apart- 
ments; but above the ſacred roof, 
high towers and lofty battlements; 
which, though ornamental to the 
building, and grateful to the view 
of- the N would yet be dan 


ger ous 
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gerous to climb upon. He knows 
that it is an adverſary who ſets him 
on theſe pinnacles; where none can 
ſtand, but he who builds the 
temple of the Lord, and deſtroys 
the works of the devil. That luſt 
of the mind, which commonly goes 
under the name of curioſity, he en- 
deavours to ſubdue, as well as any 


other OT appetite, 


Ir, in the courſe of providence, 
the Almighty's path is in the ſea, 
and his footſteps in the deep wa- 
t WS ters; he is perſuaded, that he is | 

fully able to juſtify his ways to 

| men; and fears to ſnatch out of 
his hand the reins of government ; 
or call before his tribunal the Judge 
of all the earth. If, therefore, he 
preſumes to talk with him of his 
judgments, it is with the profound- 
| eſt 


108 On reverente and godly fenr, 
eſt ſubmiſſion, and the moſt lowly 
reverence; rather confeſſing the 
darkneſs of his own mind, than 
challenging the divine procedure. 


Tu Eholy and tremendous name 
of God he never takes up in his 
lips, but on ſome occaſion worthy 
of it. He makes it not a needleſs 
expletive of his diſcourſe; nor ſpeaks 
of it with an air of indifference; 
but with a ſerious countenance, and 
humble heart, upon the moſt ſolemn 
occaſions. When he addreſſes him 
in prayer, though he uſes a holy 
filial boldneſs; yet is he ſingularly 
careful, leſt even this ſhould dege- 


nerate into a vile commonneſs of 
ſpirit, and an unholy familiarity, 
altogether unbecoming creatures, 
whoſe n. 15 hue duſt and 
aſhes. 8 


2 


Ix the whole courſe and tenor of 
his life, the ſame holy principle 
makes him fearful of offending 


in the law; or neglecting what is 
expreſsly commanded. In ordi- 
nances of divine worſhip, he keeps 
a ſteady eye to the ſacred inſtitu- 
tions of the word ; and fears to add 
inventions of his own; as though 
he could improve upan the ſchemes 
of unerring and comprehenſive 


and preſumptuous adding, are e- 
qually removed from him. 


Ix times of temptation, he pre- 
ſerves his integrity, becauſe of the 
fear of God. In times of danger, 
he is. confident, When ſinners in 


ſurpriſes the hypocrite; he fears 
R indeed, 


God; by doing what is forbidden 


wiſdom. Preſumptuous ſinning, 
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Zion are afraid, and fearfulneſs 


110 On ſelf-denial, 


indeed, but with that filial fear 
which is the daughter of faith; 
the ſiſter of love; the mother of 
obedience; and the beginning of 
wiſdom, 


On ſelf-denial. 


HE Chriſtian who has learned 

to deny himſelf, 1s indeed a- 
Þundantly conſcious of the exalted 
dignity of his nature ;-----which, 
by his firſt creation, is but a little 
lower than the angels ;---—-and by 
His fecond in Chriſt Jeſus, is elevated 
much beyond them, For of which 
of the angels was it ever ſaid at any 
time, We are the members of his 
# body, of his fleſh, and of his 
# bongs?” And again, Of him 
„ ARE 


* 
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* ARE ye in Chriſt Jeſus,” Much 
he eſteems that rational and im- 
mortal ſpirit within him, endowed 
with ſuch noble powers. Much 
he reyerences that curious fabric 
of fleſh, builded for a temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Moreover, while he 
entertains the higheſt opinion of 
his own excellency, he moſt effec- 
tually promotes his own intereſt. 
But there is a ſelf which he does 
not eſteem ;-----a ſelf which he does 
not gratify, that is, which he de- 
ales 2 


SELF-ESTIMATION is the firſt 
thing, to which his amiable character 
is oppoſed. He ſtudies not to think 
of himſelf more highly than he 
ought; whether by fancying himſelt 
poſſeſſed of thoſe endowments he 
really wants; or putting too high an 

K 2 eſtimate 
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eſtimate on thoſe which he really has. 
As to the former, however much 
he prizes the noble faculty of rea- 
ſon; however much he regards 
the duties of morality; he truſts 
not to that, as an infallible guide; 
nor to theſe, as the grounds of his 
acceptance. His intellectual powers, 
he ſees, are now impaired, that he 
cannot diſcern ſpiritual truths a- 
right. He renounces his own rea- 
ſon. His moral abilities, he knows, 
are now infeebled, that he cannot 


fi 
practiſe ſpiritual duties in a right g 
manner. He renounces his own th 
righteouſneſs. Thoſe moral vir- th 
tuous actions, which ſome would H 
ſo denominate, he ſees to be but w] 
filthy rags. And if performed by ce! 
the unregenerate, like the deaf ears de 
of corn, which grow upon the houſe- dif 


tops, wherewith the mower cannot 
| | an 


— ——— 
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fill his hand, nor he that binds 
ſheaves his boſom. Neither does 
he put too high eſtimate on theſe 
excellencies, real or ſuppoſed, which 
he is poſſeſſed of. His natural ac- 
compliſhments; his civil diſtinc- 
tions ; his religious privileges and 
= attainments; all theſe he counts 
as loſs and dung. Or ſhall we fay, . 


bee denics his natural, his civil, and 
a his religious ſelf? He thinks not 
„doo highly of himſelf.—-For his na- 
t A tural accompliſhments, as the ele- 


gant proportions of his body, or 
the ſprightlineſs of his mind; all 
theſe, he knows, are the gifts of 
Heaven; and but of ſmall account, 
when compared with the more ex- 
cellent qualities of pure and un- 
defiled religion. Nor for his civil 
diſtinctions. Theſe he knows are 
ſtill more foreign to him, being | 

K 3 mere 1 
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mere external adjuncts, and can- 
not add one cubit to his ſtature.— 
Nor for his religious attainments. 
He thinks it not expedient for him 
to glory, though he could come to 
_ viſions and revelations of the Lord. 

Far leſs can he value himſelf, with 
the vaunting Iſraelites, on his 
church- privileges, crying out, The 
* law, the law; The temple of the 


„Lord; and, © We have Abraham 
* for our father.” 


LET us now. ſee how he ſtands 
affected to ſelf-gratification. Thoſe 
darling luſts, which ſeemed as 
much a part of himſelf as his right 
hand, his right foot, or his right 
eye; he is taught to deny by the 
grace of God, which bringeth ſal- 
vation. Nor is he only willing to 
abridge himſelf of ſinful pleaſures, 

| but 
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but upon occaſion to forego his 
lawful comforts. To part with his 
worldly riches; for they are not 
his main treaſure: with his world- 
1y reputation; for it is not his chief 
honour. Even the religious and 
holy deſires of the new creature, he 
may ſometimes be called to mode- 


rate. Though his heart ſhould 


ſicken at the thought; yet muſt he 


conſent to the deferring of his hopes. 


If Chriſt ſays, Touch me not, 
then muſt he be all ſubmiſſion. 
* 'Tarry here a while longer in your 
«* ſtate of abſence from the Lord: 
he acquieſces, though it were far 
better to depart. Pure are his plea- 
ſures; exalted are his honours; 
kigh are his revenues; whilſt, that 
he may pleaſe God, he pleaſeth nov 
hunſelf, For while he loſes him- 


felt 
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ſelf in God, he finds himſelf again 
to infinite advantage. 


THY glorious pattern, O ſelf- de- 
nying Saviour, he principally re- 


gards, who, for our good and ad- 


vantage, pleaſed not thyſelf; who 
ſubjected to thy heavenly Father 
thy human will, in drinking the 
bitter cup. A far more illuſtrious 
example of ſelf-denial than that of 
thy moſt eminent apoſtle, who 
pleaſed not himſelf, but all men in 
all things; not ſeeking his own 
profit, but the profit of many. 
What he only wiſhed for, thou 
didſt actually undergo, when thou 
waſtaccurſed for thy brethrens ſake 
according to the fleſh.. It is thine, 
O humble Saviour, to caſt this 
mighty idol ſelf down from her 


feat, and utterly aboliſh it in our 
ſouls. 


* 
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fouls. Thy heavenly doctrine, 
though far from flattering the 
luſts of men; yet is not rigorous 


and ſevere, even when thou ſays, 


If any man will come after me, 
„let him deny himfelf.” For 
what thou requireſt of us, thou 


workeſt alſo in us; and goes be- 


fore us by thy own encouraging 
exatnple. For this end thou laid 
down. thy life, that they which 
live might not live unto them- 


* ſelves, but unto him that died: 
* for us,” 


On humility. 


UMILITY conſiſts in a low o- 
Pinion of one's ſelf, and in a 
contempt. 


118 On humility. 


contempt of vain glory. He that 
{hines with this noble grace, is a 
perſon whoſe high imaginations 
have been caſt down; not by the 
force of moral precepts, but by the 
mighty weapons of the Chriſtian 
warfare. Once he thought he was 
ſomething; now he ſees that he is 
nothing. Once he was deſirous 
that other men ſhould think high- 
ly of him, and he loved to have 
the pre-eminence ; but now he can, 
in ſome ſincerity, ſay, with the 
royal Pſalmiſt, Mine heart is not 
* haughty; neither are mine eyes 
* lofty. I have behaved and 
* quieted myſelf as a child wean- 
ed of his mother, My ſoul is 
even as a weaned child.” Shall 
we deſcribe him in relation to his 
neighbour and to his God? 


In 


„ ra: A 
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In relation to his neighbour, he 
thinks more meanly of himſelf than 
of others; or than others think of 
him; and he never abhors him- 
ſelf more, than when he is moſt 
highly applauded. His Saviour 
was meek and lowly, when the mul- 
titudes were crying, Hoſanna. If 
you reprove him, he eſteems it not 
an inſult, but a kindneſs; and is 
not aſhamed to own, that he was 
in fault, or error. Talk to the 


praiſe of another before him, and 


he is not diſguſted, as though him- 
ſelf were rivalled and eclipſed. 
You tell him that ſome perſon of 
note has been left to fall, and be a 
ſcandal to religion; is he puffed up 
on this account? Nay, he rather 
mourns, and adores the freedom of 
reſtraining grace towards himſelf. 
You inform him of ſome, who 

inſtead 
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inſtead of praiſing him, revile and 
calumniate him: but he is before 
hand with his reproachers ; for he 
has more ill things to lay to his 
own charge than theſe you men- 
tion; which makes him as a deaf 


man, in whoſe mouth are no re- 


proofs. His reſt is no more 
wounded than a dead man's would 
be, by thruſting a ſpear into his 


ſide. The contempt of bad men 


does not deter him from, nor the 
applauſe of good men incite him 
to, the diſcharging of religious du- 
ties. He loves his neighbour; not 
in proportion to the regard his 
neighbout expreſſes to him, but 
in proportion to his real worth. If 
he talks at any time in a humble 
ſtrain about himſelf, he is not lay- 
ing ſnares for-your applauſe. His 
humble acknowledgments are not 

empty 


as 
1 
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y words, like the Dei gratia, 
which che proudeſt kings will write 
upon their coin; or like the pope's 
| ſubſcription to his haughty bulls, 
A ſervant: of the ſervants of God. 
But he ſpeaks the genuine ſenti- 
ments of his heart, and from the 
bottom of his very ſoul. If he is 
obliged at any time to vindicate his 
character from unjuſt aſperſions, 
it is with the greateſt reluctance; 
and is afraid, leſt he be talking like 
a fool. If he compares himſelf 
with ſinners, he is ready to think 
himſelf the chiefeſt of them: if with 
ſaints, he apprehends, that he is the 
leaſt of them all. He ſees ſome 
excellency about the meaneſt of 
his fellow Chriſtians, in which him- 
ſelf is ſurpaſſed. His eyes are full 


of his own wants, and the Perfeo- 
tions of other men. 
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Is relation to God, how does he 
behave himſelf! He thinks that 
the bleſſings he receives from God 
are above, and the afflictions which 


God lays upon him are beneath, 


his deſerts. As to the former, he 


cries, «© I am not . worthy of the 


« leaft of all thy mercies.” As to the 
latter, he acknowledges, . Thou 
* haſt puniſhed me leſs than mine 
« iniquity deſerves.” If he fins a- 
gainſt God, he takes the blame to 
himſelf; but if he does any, good, 


he gives God the praiſe. I la- 


“ boured; yet not I.” Not unto 
us, not unto us; but unto thy 
name give glory.” Inſtructed 
by this noble grace, he willingly 
ſubmits his proud reaſon to hea- 
venly revelation; and refuſes not 


to admit for true, thoſe tremen- 


dous myſteries which far tranſcend 
his 
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his natural comprehenſion. But 
chiefly, being perſuaded of the vaſt 


imperfection of his own righteouſ- 


neſs, that his goodneſs extends not 
unto God ; that he is but an unpro- 
fitable ſervant, and a great deal 
worſe; he deſpairs of himſelf, 
flies to the mercy, and ſubmits unto 
the righteouſneſs of God, as the 
ſole ground of his pardon and ac- 


ceptance. He cannot dig, he can- 


not work for life; for he is a maim- 
ed beggar; but to beg he is not a- 
ſhamed. This is that diſtinguiſh- 
ing character of Chriſtian humility, 
to which the higheſt moraliſt can 


produce no claim; nor can ever 


expect to arrive at; by all the pre- 
cepts of philoſophy. O bleſſed is 
that man, who is endowed with 
this humble ſpirit! Humility, thou 
friſt of graces; thou leading orna- 
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ment of every noble creature; with. 
out whom the moſt glorious ac- 
compliſhments are eclipfed into 
diſgrace; with whom the moſt or- 
dinary and mean qualifications are 
heightened into glory! who ſhould 
not love thy comely features? and 
what tongue ſhould be filent in 
thy praiſes? Thou art the holy 
ornament of angels, who, in the aw- 
ful preſence of their Maker, cover 
their faces with their wings; and 
with their wings they cover their 
hands, when employed in ſervices 
of love to man. The ſaints, in e- 
very age, have gloried in thee, as a 
moſt diſtinguiſhing ingredient in 
their character; and according to 
their eminency, has been their mea - 5 
ſure of humility. The high ane ö 


lofty One who inhabits eternity, WW 
and will not give his glory to. ano» i f 


ther; 
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ther; when from his high and ho- 
ly place he views men and their 
works, he turns away diſdain: 
ful from the pompous palaces of 
mighty kings ; the courts' of popes 
and ſultans; and throws a favour- 
able glance toward the humble cot- 
tage of him in whoſe heart thou 
dwelleſt. But above all, to recom- 
mend thy heavenly charms, the Son 
of God diſdained not the form of 
a ſervant; the humble manger ; the 
ignominious croſs; the gloomy ſe- 
pulchre. O let not man be proud, 
when God was ſo humble! Be. 
gone from my heart, all ſelf-elating 
thoughts: hence, my ambitious de- 
fires. But come, holy humility; 
with all thy amiable train, and fix 
thy reſidence in my foul; predo- 
mine in my affections. Holy Spi- 
Fit, make all her enemies her foot- 

L. 3 tool; 


ſpurn under my feet all vain glory; 


natural temper, he exerciſes this 
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ſtool; and teach me to def] piſe my- 
ſelf, except on the account of my 
rational and immortal nature; to 


and to. purſue the honour that 
cometh from God only. 


On meekneſs. 


HE meek Chriftian is one who WW : 
has. learned, at the ſchool of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to. reſtrain uniawful 
anger, and to moderate lawful re- f 
ſentment. If he is endowed with 1141 
what is commonly called a good tl 


good temper from Chriſtian mo- 
tives; ſuch as, the pardoning love 
of God; the command of the law; 
the 
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the example of Jeſus Chrift, who. 


was meek and lowly. But though 
his natural temper ſhould happen 


to be fiery and eager, he has found 


the virtue of that promiſe, The 


„wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb; 


“ the leopard ſhall lie down with 


the kid; and the lion ſhall eat 
* ſtraw like the ox.” He is not 


angry but on juſt occaſions; and 
even when the occafion is juft, his. 


anger is kept under e 1 
tions. 


Fr Rs r, He is careful never to be 
angry, but when there is a cauſe. 


To be angry at irrational creatures, 


that are not capable of offending, 
or underſtanding their offence; to 
be angry at his brother, becauſe he 
xeproves him, or becauſe he out- 


thines him in gifts or grace; he en- 
deavours 
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i deavours to avoid. But eſpecially 
\ he trembles to be angry with God; 
| whether on account of the ſtrictneſs 
| of his precepts, or the ſovereignty 
of his diſpenſations. Jonah, you 
i did not well to be angry, when 
God ſpared Nineveh, that great city, 
| in which were ſo many thouſand 
j infants, and alſo much cattle. 


Bur be the cauſe ever ſo juſt, if 
it is only a perſonal injury by 
which he is. provoked, he is not 
ſoon angry. No; this is the mark 
of-a fool. By deferring his anger, 
| he often diſcovers, that there is no 
reaſon for it ; that no-injury or af- 
front was intended againſt him; 
but perhaps his brother deſigned 
to-do him a favour. He reſembles 
Rot flax or gun-powder, that mount 
in a blaze at touching the leaſt 
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ſpark. of fire; but he may be com- 
pared to green wood, that is not 
eaſily blown into a flame; and to 
a flint, that emits no ſparkles, un- 
leſs it beoften and violently ſtruck. 
He is not much angry. He will 
be ſo far from indulging the mad 
fallies of paſſion for trivial offences, 
that though the provocation were 
great, and the reſentment ſtrong, 


be acts fil like a reaſdnable crea- 


rure; and is not unfitted for the 
duties incumbent on him, whether 
ſocial or religious. He is not long 
angry: he loves not that the ſun 
ſhould go down upon his wrath. He 
leaves it to Heathens to be impla- 
cable. He believes that anger reſts 
in the boſom of none but fools. 
He is ſwift to reconciliation; and 
eſteems it his real glory to paſs o- 
ver a tranſgreſſion. 

Do 
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Do you aſk what are the evi- 
dences of this fruit of the Spirit? 
Firſt of all, it appears by his cour- 
teous and obliging behaviour to all, 


his enemies and perſecutors not ex- 


cepted. Even them he 1s ready to 
ſerve, if it he in his power, by diſ- 
charging towards them the duties 
of - humanity. It appears by the 


gentle ſtrain of his diſcourſe, which, 


like the waters of Siloah, goes ſoft- 
ly. When he is reviled, he reviles 
not again; but either by a ſoft an- 
1wer turns away wrath; or by 2 
modeſt filence, and not-anſwering 
again, hewithdraws the fewel from 
the fire of ſtrife. It appears by the 
{ſweetneſs of his looks, which are 
not ſullen and moroſe, but mild 
and -inviting. But chiefly it ap- 
pears in the thoughts of his heart. 
The words, the looks, and the out 

N 14 | ward 
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ward actions, are not infallible evi- 
dences -of this heavenly temper. 
Theſe may be no more but arti- 
ficial meekneſs. Even the fell tri- 
bunal of the inquiſition can talk in 
the meek ſtile, and recommend to 
mercy her wretched victims with 
cruel mockery. But as he thinketh 
in his heart, ſo is he. He can 
think of his implacable enemy 
without withing a curſe unto him. 
He looks upon rancour harboured 
in the breaſt as a more dreadful 
foe than any, outward AM 
palialy can be. 


He is a profitable hearer of the 
word; for he receives it with meek- 
neſs. . His prayers are pure and 
prevalent; for he lifts up holy 
hands without wrath. His re- 
proofs are ſucceſsful ; and let them 

be 
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be neverſo ſharp, are well received, 
becauſe the ſpirit of meekneſs a- 
noints them like- a precious oil, 
He is clad in a kind of armour that 
. renders him invulnerable, He lies 
not at the mercy of every puny aſ- 
ſailant, that would attack him with 
the ſword of the tongue; becauſe, 
like a deaf man, he hears not. He 
is a moſt acceptable friend, and . 
moſt victorious enemy; and his ene- 
mies, though like the devil for ma- 
lice, are forced to reverence him. 
When he ſhews out of a good con- 
verſation his works with meekneſ⸗ 
of wiſdom, he is a bright image of 
Chriſt; a living repreſentation of 
God; who is“ ſlow to anger, of 
„great kindneſs, and repenteth 
him of the evil.“ He takes the 
moſt effectual method to promote 
even his temporal intereſt, _ 

an 
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and reputation. He has the real 
enjoyment of himſelf; is a true in- 
heritor of the earth. And God at 

laſt will beautify him with falva- 


tion. 


| On the merciful man. 


MENor is a diſpoſition to feel the 
miſeries of others; and to do 
what lies in our power to prevent 
and redreſs them. There is a na- 
tural mercy, conſiſting in a ſoft- 
neſs of temper, and averſion at ſee- 
ing, hearing, or even thinking of 
the diſtreſſes of our fellow - creatures. 
There is a moral mercy, when we 
pity the miſerable from moral con- 
ſiderations. Both theſe may, no 
Vol. II. * doubt, 
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doubt, be found in unrenewed 
hearts, and were actually practiſed by 
many of the Gentiles, that knew 
not God. A man who would 
ſhudder in every joint, to fee a 
fellow-creature broke upon the 
wheel, or broiled on. the fire; a 
man who would be far from think- 
ing it a glonous ſpeQacle, to look 
at a ditch full of the blood of 
{ſlaughtered men ; 1s not immediate- 
ly a merciful man, in the full and 
— It is true, this hu- 
mane and gentle temper is far more 
amiable than ſavage barbarity. 
To be implacable and unmerciful, 
is a truly Heathen character; and 
the habitations of cruelty ſhould be 
found no where, but in the dark 
places of the earth. But there is a 
Chriſtian mercy, which is often in- 
joinedasa weighty matter ofthe ur 
. all 
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THE merciful man is one that 
loves to ſhew mercy z not only on 
account of a ſoft natural temper, 
ſelf-intereſt, philoſophical conſide- 
rations ; bat from an unfeigned 
regard to the authority. of. God in 
his holy law; an earneſt deſire af- 


ter conformity to his image; * 
eſpecially from a ſerious ſenſe, of 
his pardoning mercy in Chriſt Je- 


ſus. How can he but forgive a 


few pence, who 1s himſelf forgiven 


in ten thouſand talents? Has God, 
all gracious and merciful, opened 
his bowels. of compaſſion to me, a 


1 wretched 


135 
and an eminent grace of the go- 
ſpel; and with which none are en- 
dowed but the elect of God; the 
holy and the beloved. Let us 


deſcribe it from its {prings, it its ob- 
jects, and its acts. 


* 
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wretched guilty creature; and 
ſhall I ſhut up my bowels of com- 
paſſion from my diſtreſſed brother? nn 
Shall I put on bowels of adamant W 
0 


and braſs, who am a penſioner of 


the tender mercies of God! It is 0 
mercy that feeds me; it is mercy L 
that clothes me; it is mercy that h 
delivers my ſoul from the lowelt * 
hell, where I had been miſerable * 
deyond all expreſſion. I have free. W 
ly received mercy ; and ſhall I not te 
freely give? He is merciful to 6 0 
thers, for God is mereiful to him. ha 

: | C 

Do you aſk the objects about 2 
which this heavenly temper is ver- 2 
ſant? It is the creature that is 4s 
either actually under, or elſe ci * 
pable of mifery. A good man . 4 
merciful to his beaſt, and much 8 0 


more to his brother. Mereiful to 
bis 
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his beaſt, did we ſay? yea, to the 
beaſt of his mortal enemy. He 
would not ſuffer the aſs of his moſt 
malignant foe, to die under his bur- 
den; but would, according to the 
divine law, aſſiſt the helpleſs ani- 
mal. He could not even find in 
his heart wantonly to deſtroy, or 


without neceſſity torment, the moſt 


inſignificant/ and deſpicable inſect; 
Much more is he pitiful,, and of 
tender merey, towards thoſe more 


noble beings of his own ſpecies. 


He weeps with them that weep. 
It is not the maſeries of the body 


alone for which he is melted: into 


commiſeration. A diſeaſed leprous 


ſoul, is, to his view, a far more de- 


plorable object than. a diſtempered 


body. He pities the fatherleſs and 
the widow'; but much more the 
Godleſs and the Chriſtleſs. He 


M3 beholds- 
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beholds tranſgreſſors, like thee, O 


David, and is grieved, becauſe a 
8 not God's law. 


S8RHALL we come to the works of 
mercy? What are the ſweet waters 
that iſſue from this fountain? 
The mereiful man will not always 

have it in his power actually to 
relieve the diſtreſſed; but he weeps 


for them; wiſhes for them; prays 


for them; and does for them ac- 
cording as he is able. If they are 
indigent, or in want of the neceſ- 
ſaries of life; hungry or naked; he 
puts them not off with good words; 
but gives them the things they 
have need of; or excites others to 


do it that are more wealthy. If 


they are inſolvent, and unable to 
pay their juſt debts; he will not 


impriſon where nothing can be 
| METS had; 
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had; nor take for à pledge the u- 
tenſils by which they muſt earn 
their daily bread; or the garments 
in which they muſt ſleep. If they 
are ſolitary, he will viſit them; if 
diſconſolate, he will comfort them; 
if ignorant, he will inſtru them; 
if doubtful, he will counſel them; 
if aſperſed and calumniated unjuſt- 
ly, he will vindicate their charac- 
ters; if oppreſſed, he will eſpouſe 
their cauſe; if weak, he will bear 
their mfirmities ; if careleſs and ſe- 
cure, he will warn them, and with 
compaſſion pull them out of the 
fire; if they have fallen, he will 
endeavour to recover them. His 
wounds are faithful. Bleſſed be 
his anger, for it is kind; his wrath, 
for it is merciful... He remembers 
the blefled maxim of the apoſtle 
James, that he who converteth a 

| * ſoul 


— 
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* ſoul from che error of his Way, 
* ſhall fave a ſoul from death; and 


& Wan cover a „tigte of ſins, 7 
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a Hs is en icnage of God, * 
deligkts ! in mercy; and remember: 
| it even in the midſt of wrath. He 
is an image of Chriſt, whoſe whole 
life was one continued tract of 
ſhewing mercy. His miracles were 
all of the merciful kind but two, 
His death was a moſt eminent ad 
of mercy. And ſtill he is a merct- 
ful High Prieſt, who i is touched with 
tke feeling of our infirmities, 
Commonly the merciful man ob- 
tains mercy from man, when he 
flands in need of it; as they have 
judgment without mercy, that 
ſhewed no mercy. But whatever 
treatment they ſhould receive from 

their fellow - creatures, they ſhall ob- 
: tam 


which will come to all others cruet 
with wrath, and with fierce anger. 


Yet, after all, it is not according to 


his own merey, which is but a 
work of righteouſneſs that he has 


done; but according to the mercy 
of God, he ſhall be ſaved. Having 


obtained mercy of. the Lord, by 
which he was made merciful at the 


firſt ; he ſhall Ps er more 
and more. 
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HE tender hearted Chriſtian 


is he from whom the hard 


and ſtony heart, which neither the 
hammer of judgment could break, 
| | Nor 
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tain mercy of the Lord in that day, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


nor the oil of mercy ſoften, is, in 
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ſome. good . meaſure, taken away, 
His underſtanding is no more ſo 
unteachable; nor his affections ſo 


immovable as formerly. His will 


has laid aſide her obſtinacy; and 
his conſcience her ner. 


a we deſcribe har art in 


relation to God? One reproof, 


tendered in the ſacred oracles, will 


enter more into his ſoul, than a 
hundred ſtripes into a fool. His 
heart ſtands in holy awe of the pre- 


cepts, and trembles at the threaten- 
ings of the word of God. But, 0 
how melting! how alluring are the 
great and precious promiſes! And 
all its heavenly doctrines drop as 


the rain; and diftil as the dew ; not 


when it falls upon a rock, from 


which it runs preſently off again; 


but 
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but when it deſcends upon the 
parched ground, refreſhing the thir- 
ſty earth, and making it as a wa- 


tered garden, or a field which the 
Lord has bleſſed. As to the diſ- 


penſations of divine providence; 
he ſtrives to know the language of 
them, and to comply with the de- 
ſign of the Almighty, both when 
he (miles and frowns. Shew me,” 

he cries, © why thou contendeſt 
* with me.” Unlike thoſe harden- 
ed wretches, whom the weeping 
Jeremiah deſcribes in that moſt 
doleful lamentation: © Thou 
* haſt ſtricken them, but they 
have not grieved: thou haſt 
conſumed them, but they have 
refuſed to receive correction: 
they have made their faces hard- 
er than a rock: they have re- 

fuſed to return,” His fleſh 
trembles 
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* trembles for fear of God ; and he 
jg afraid of his judgments.” He 
ſees when God's hand is lifted up; 
he turns at his reproof; and learns 
righteouſneſs, when his judgments 
are in the earth. While the un- 
godly ſinner deſpiſes the riches of 
his goodneſs; and after his hard 
and impenitent heart, treaſures up 
unto himſelf wrath againſt the day 
of wrath; he is led, by the good- 
neſs of God, unto repentance; and 
every mercy pains him to the heart. 
The influences of the holy and 
bleſſed Spirit, he cheriſhes in the 
— moſt kindly manner. He is fear- 
ful to quench this holy fire, or 
fright away this heavenly. dove, 
when he vouchſafes to alight upon 
his foul. He abhors their impie- 
ty, whoſe character it is, Ye do 
always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
| As 
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As to the divine glory and honour, 
'he is grieved - with whatever he 
judges to encroach upon it; and 
cannot but-chuſe to be uneaſy and 
perplexed, when the intereſts of 
true religion are threatened with 
eminent danger. :His heart, with 
Eli, trembles for the ark of God. 


SHALL we deſctibe him next in 
relation to has neighbour ;for whom 
he puts on bowels of mercy; and 
with whoſe miſeries he cannot be 
unaffected? Is he not grieved for 
the poor? Does not his ſoul weep 
for him that is in trouble? But 
chiefly, he is touched with compaſ- 
Lon for their deplorable condition, 
who go on in an evil courfe with 
prone career; whilſt he ſees them 
incurring the dreadful - vengeance 
of the living and almighty God. 

Vol; Ih: N _ Rivers. 
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Rivers of waters run down his eyes, 
becauſe they keep not his law. 


AnD with relation to himſelf 
the tender-hearted Chriſtian is care- 


ful to maintain the peace of his 


own. conſcience; to have that 
faithful monitor rightly informed; 
and with the ſtricteſt attention to 
follow its impartial directions. 
When the conſciences of ſome 


-are ſeared, as with a hot iton; his 


may be reſembled to the eye, that 
tendereſt of organs, which even 
the ſmalleſt particle of duſt will 
put into diſorder, For as to fin, by 
which alone the conſcience is defiled, 
the tender, Chriſtian is fearful to 
commit it; eaſy to be convinced; 
impatient. to be purged.-----Fearful 
to commit it. Though ſecrecy 
and pleaſure ſhould conſpire to 

tempt 


tempt him with intereſt and ad- 
vantage; yet, under the influence 
of this tender frame, he baffles all 
temptation: and even abſtains 
from thoſe actions of which he is 
ſuſpicious; being mindful of the 
apoſtolic maxim, He that doubt- 
„eth is condemned if he eat.“ 
He dares not come too near the 
borders of his Chriſtian liberty. 
He ſtudies not only what is lawful, 
but what is expedient for him to 
do.-----Eaſy to be convinced. He 
does not add rebellion to his fin; 
like them whoſe perverſeneſs is as 
witchcraft, and their ſtubbornneſs 
is as idolatry, He goes not about 
to cover his tranſgreſſions, as A- 
dam; but takes with his iniquity, 
* art the man.“ A very look will 
melt his heart, and make him, like 
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when it is ſaid unto him, © Thou 


N 2 that 
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. weep bitterly. Even when he has 
not a monitor to warn him of his 
fin and danger, his own heart will 


ſtupidity, and wallow in the mire? 


my fin.” For God maketh his 


that fallen, but recovering apoſtle, 
who denied his Lord, go forth, and 


ſmite him. But when the tender 
Chriſtian is convinced, what does 
he? Abandon himſelf to careleſs 


No; while he keeps: filence, his 
bones will wax old, through his 
roring all the day. Reſtore, 
he cries, the joy of thy falva- 
vation. Waſh me from mine 
* iniquity, and cleanſe me from 


heart ſoft, and the Almighty 
* troubleth him.“ 


Or gratitude. 


On gratitude. 


HE thankful Chriſtian is he 

who thinks highly of the be- 
nefits he receives from others, eſpe- 
cially. from. God; and is diſpoſed 
to make all the ſuitable returns 
that lie in his power, whether by 
word or deed. He no leſs abhors 
ingratitude: towards his God, than 
towards his neighbour. And in 


every condition, he writes himſelf, 


a debtor to the Almighty. Him 
he regards as his principal benefac- 
tor; him, as the fountain of his 
life, and joy, and: comfort: the 
creatures as | the: conduit pipes 
through which they are conveyed: 
N. 3; IE 
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If he is refreſhed by the kindly vi- 
fits of an agreeable friend; it is 
God who comforts him. He ſees 
his. face as the face of God. If, 
by prudent counſel, he is prevented 
from carrying any unworthy pro- 
jets into execution; ſuch is the 
language of his heart, © Bleſſed 
* be the Lord God of Iſrael, which 
* ſent thee this day to meet me; 
& and blefled be thou ; and bleſſed 
„ be thy advice, which kept me 
© back.” If the gifts of miniſters 
have been edifying and refreſhing 
to his ſoul; he adores him who 
put the treafure into theſe earthly 
veſſels. Solomon muſt have a 
thouſand ; but the Keeper of the 
vineyard two hundred. 


No mercy, however little, can 
be deſpiſed by him; whilſt he 
conſiders 


» 
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conſiders the greatneſs of the giver, 
and the unworthineſs of the re- 
ceiver. He is ſo far from think- 
ing himſelf intitled to the great 
and diſtinguiſhiug favours of pro- 


vidence, that he confefles. himſelf 


unworthy of the leaſt of all his 
mercies, as having nothing due but 
wrath and indignation. 


HE does not bury the former 
loving-kindneſles of the Lord in the 
grave of a bad memory, as though 
the oldneſs of their date cancelled 
his obligations; but every renewed 
mercy he regards as a new inden- 
ture. © Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul,” 
he ſays; © forget not all his bene- 
ies 


Is he in proſperity? he rejoices. 
For it is God who comforts him. | 
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Is he in adverſity? he rejoices. For 
it is God who corrects him. Af. 
flictions he conſiders as bleſſings in 
diſguiſe; as mercies which God 
vouchſafes him, even againſt his 
will. Is he puniſhed: for his ſins? 
he is thankful. For God © pu- 
“ niſhes leſs than iniquity de- 
* ſerves.” Is he chaſtened. for his 
profit? he is thankful. For it is 
that he © may not be condemned 
«* with the world.“ Is he perſe- 
cuted for righteouſneſs ſake? he is 
thankful: For “ it is given him in 
the behalf of Chriſt, not only to 
* believe in his name, but alſo to 


ſuffer for his ſake.” 


To inhance divine favours the 
more, he ſets a peculiar mark on 
the indearing circumſtances that 


attend them. Such a mercy. was 
beſtowed, 
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beſtowed, when I was going on 
frowardly in the way of my own 
heart ; and might rather have ex- 
peed tribulation and anguiſh. 
Such x bleſſing was conferred, 
when I was reduced to the greateſt 
extremity, and in the utmoſt article 
of danger. For this I ſolicited the 
throne of grace, and he heard me 
out of his holy temple. With that 
he prevented my ſapplication ; and 
before I called, he did anſwer. 


SUCH are the fentiments where- 
with his heart is innly touched, for 
all thoſe good and perfe gifts 
that come down from above. But 
chiefly for ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; for thine unſpeakable 
gift, O God; and that mercy which 
is from everlaſting to everlaſting. 
WHAT 
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War thanks can he render un- + 


to God for all the joy Where with a 
he rejoices on this behalf? Too h 
big for the heart, it overflows into tt 
the tongue, and extends itſelf unto n 
the life and converſation. He does c 
not thank God, like the proud dc 
Thariſee, with a deſign to praiſe m 
himſelf; nor like the flattering hy- 01 
Pocrite, by way of compliment h 
and form. When he gives Gol = 


goodly words, he reſts not in mer. WW ** 
verbal honour ; but whilſt he offers 

praiſe, he orders his converſation 
aright, and pays his vows to the 
any command for his wealth 
and ſubſtance? it is at his ſervice. 
For his name, credit, and reputa- 
tion? it is ready at hand. For hs 
wit and learning! it ſhall not be 
wanting. Yea, neither — 


fu; 


8 
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his life dear unto him, if called for 
at his hand. Gratitude will teach 
his eye to weep for the diſhonours 
that are done to his bountiful be- 
nefactor;--—his' hands to open in 
charitable diſtributions - his feet 
to run in the way of his command 
ments. Gratitude for the mercies 
of God will enable him to preſent 
his body a living ſacrifice, which 
is his reaſonable ſervice, holy and 
acceptable unto God. 


On reſignation. 


= 


RE i it ſo; the meiste ways 

of God do not perfectly har- 
monize with his weak views, nor 
ſuit his private inclinations; if any 
harſh 


1:56 On Y. 724 nat ion. 
harſh thought of God ſhould ariſe 
in his heart, prompting him to ut- 
ter words unadviſedly with his 
tongue; the reſigned Chriſtian will 


check the riſing thought, and keep 


the door of his lips with that re- 
proof of the apoſtle, © Who art 


thou, O man, that replieſt againſt 


«© God?” And as he trembles to 
arraign the Judge of all the earth 


for what he has already done; fo 


he dreads to preſcribe, with an un- 
holy boldneſs, what is further proper 
for him to do, who is the Governor 
among the nations. 


Ir the favours of providence are 
diſtributed in a manner that is, to 
outward appearance, not altoge- 
ther ſo advantageous to the cauſe 
of holineſs and truth; when the 
wicked are great in power, diffuſing 


their 


Z 
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their verdant pride like the green 
bay-tree; he ceaſes fromanger, and 


farſakes wrath, and frets not him- 
ſelf in any wiſe to do evil. He 
reſts on the Lond, and waits pa- 
tiently for him. He lets God alone 
to be the Governor of the world. 
* For who hath inſtructed the Spi- 
« rit of the Lord? and who hath 
been his counſellor?” If the ſub- 
jects of earthly princes ſubjeA unto 
their ordinances, and -acquieſce in 
their adminiſtrations, even though 
ſtrangers to the arcana of their go- 
vernment; much more he judges 
it incumbent on him not to pre- 


ſame to cenſure the myſterious ad- 


miniſtrations of the bleſſed and on- 


ly Potentate, all whoſe ways are 


judgment. 


Or if the more diſtinguiſhing | 
Vol. II. | O fa vours 
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favours of divine grace and mercy 
-are diſpenſed in an abſolute and 
ſovereign way; while ſome are 
ſharers of them, and others equally 
deſerving are paſſed by; he dares 
not, with certain bold blaſphemers, 
traduce the almighty King, as 
though he were acting the part of 
a cruel and arbitrary tyrant. For 
he conſiders, that he may do what 
he will with his own. As ſome 
high towers, though finiſhed ac- 
cording to the niceſt rules of archi- 
tecture; yet to the ſpectator's eye, 
ho views it in the plain below, may 
ſeem crooked, and as threatening 
a hideous fall, merely through a 
deception of the fight: ſo if the 
high decrees of the holy One ſhould | 
ſeem, at any time, partial and un- 


equal; he 8 8 it to the weak- 
nels 
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neſs of his ſight, and not at all to 
the nature of the decrees them- 
ſelves. © Even ſo, Father,” he ſays, 


for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
“ ſight.” 2 


ban he 3 is touched in ſome 
tender point; his afflictions are 
ſingular, He is viſited with a di- 
ſtreſs that ſcarcely happens in an 
age; to which it is hard to find a 
precedent or a parallel. Yet even 
in ſuch a caſe will the reſigned 
Chriſtian ſay, It is the Lord, let 
„ him do what ſeemeth him 

* good *. Though he be called. 
to quit his earthly poſſeſſions for 
the ſake of truth; and to forego 
ſome worldly comfort that he moſt. 
paſſionately loved: goes he away 


| —_ & 
* I Sam. iii. 18. * 


O2 ſorrowful, 
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ſorrowful, like him that had great 
poſſeſſions? Nay, but like the af- 
flited, though patient Job, he ſays, 
“ Behold he taketh away, who 
* can hinder him? and who ſhall 
* ſay unto him, What doſt thou?” 
And with the faithful Abraham, 
when about to offer up his beloved 
Iſaac; he riſes early in the morning, 
to keep the word of the Lord. But 
we muſt not at all forget thy moſt 
exemplary reſignation, O perſecuted 
king of Iſrael, when flying before 
an unnatural fon, from thy royal 
palace and city. But * if he ſhall 
* ſay, I have no delight in thee; 
* behold here am I, let him do to 
© meas ſeemeth good unto him“. 
Though even his days are ſhorten- 
ed, and his purpoſes are broken off; 


* 2 Sam, xv. 26. 


he 
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he conſiders that his times are 
wholly in the hand of God: in 
obedience to the will of God he 
falls aſleep; and, like Moſes, dies 
at the commandment of the Lord. 
His ſoul is not taken from him; 
but he yields it unto the hand of 
God, as the Father of it, that he 
may ſhew ut the path of life. 


Ir the anſwer of his prayers flies 
not upon the wings of the wind ; 
he does not preſently commence a 
ſuit againſt the Hearer of prayer. 
For ſtill he caſts not away this con- 
fidence, that “ if we aſk any thing 
1 according to his will, he hearcth 
us.” Heareth us in the time 
himſelf knows to be moſt proper; 
and in what manner ſhall be moſt 


conducive to his glory and our 
good. ä 


cc 
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In all his enterpriſes, he leaves 
the event in the hand of God. The 
common phraſes, * If the Lord 
* will;“ and, If God permit; 
are not mere words of form and 
cuſtom, when proceeding out of 
his mouth, but they are expreſſive 
of his heart. As being perſuaded, 
that his dominion is abſolute; for 
he is higher than the higheſt” 
that his purpoſe is immutable; for 
he is the rock of ages: that his 
power is irreſiſtible; for © unto 
him every knee ſhall bow.“ He 
is perſuaded of the title God has to 

him; greater than that of parents 
to their children; of princes to 

their ſubjects; or even of the potter 

to his clay. How can he but be 

all ſubmiſſion? But chiefly his re- 

fignation is inſpired by the know- 
ledge he has of the tenderneſs of 

that 


* 
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that care which he exerciſes over 
him, becauſe he is very pitiful, and 
of tender mercy. When he reflects, 
what a good being fits at the helm 
of affairs; let them that can, be 
miſerable, he cannot poſſibly be 
ſo. As the bee puts not forth 
its ſting in the hive, when ſtored 
with honey, gathered from a thou- 
ſand flowers; no more can he put 
forth any ſting of fretful murmurs, 
when he taſtes, that the Lord is 
good. He truſts- in him, and he 1s 
bleſſed. 


On patience. 


HE patient Chriſtian is he 
who bears up, in a becoming 
manner, 
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manner, under the painful ſenſe of 
evil preſent, and tedious expecta- 
tion of abſent good. It is true, he 
is not proof againſt the inroads of 
ſorrow, and feelings of uneaſineſs: 
he pretends not to the inſenſibility 
of the bluſtering Stoic, as though 
his texture varied from that of 
other mortals. His heart is not 
made of ſtone; his fleſh of braſs; 
nor his bones of iron, Confeſſion 
of diſtreſs may be extorted from 
him; but his great ſoul diſdains 
to be overcome by the greateſt ſe- 
verity of trouble, ſo as to utter with 
his mouth any impious complaining 
thought, or haſten with his feet to 
a finful dehverance. Sometimes 


he has been known to glory in tri- 


bulation ; to take pleaſure in infir- 
mity, in reproaches, in neceſſities; 
and count- it all joy, if he fell into 

| divers 
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divers temptations. If he cannot 
attain to this triumphant gloria- 
tion, when patience has her perfect 
work; he ſtudies to maintain a 
cheerfulneſs of temper, and a calm 
ſerenity of ſpirit. But if he cannot 
be cheerful, he is filent. The ſo- 
vereign will of God is the refiſtleſs 
argument he uſes with his own 
heart; whilſt he confiders the va- 
rious ills of life, not as the births 
of blind and fatal neceſſity; but as 
the appointments of eternal wiſdom, 
both in their weight and number. 
He is juſtly perſuaded, that if con- 
ſulting angels had contrived his 
beſt and propereſt affliction, and 
choſe it to his hand, conſulting 
angels eould not have half ſo well 
have adjuſted what concerns him. 
He trembles to reply againſt the 
God whom all the elements and 
powers 
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powers of nature ſerve; who gives 
no account of his matters; all 
whoſe diſpenſations are the reſult 
of excellent wiſdom, contrivance, 
and deſign. Every bitter cup he 
conſiders as brewed in heaven, and 


as preſented by a Father's hand. 


* The men which are'thy hand, 


** O Lord,” is the ſtile he gives to 
the inſtruments of his affliction; 


and © the man which is thy ſword.” 
He balances the deſert of his ini- 
quities with the grievouſneſs of his 
'trials; and bears the indignation 


of the Lord, for that he hath ſinned 


againſt him. He conſiders the be 
nefit of the rod, and ſees it bloſſom- 
ing, like Aaron's, and yielding the 
peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs. 
If the Captain. of his ſalvation aſ- 
ſigns for him a poſt of danger, like 


a good ſoldier, he does not repine, 
bur 
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but rather deems it a very ſingular 
honour. The louder ſhall be his 
applauſe, when he returns victorious 
from the battle. Whilſt with his 
eye of faith he commands the vaſt 
unbounded proſpect of eternity, | 
the longeſt period of time dwindles 1 
into a point: and why ſhould that | 
be much regarded by him, which | 
is but for a moment? No evil befals 


him, but he ſees it is common unto 
men. The prophets who have 
ſpoken in the name of the Lord, 
and thoſe of whom the world was 
not worthy, he has for his examples 
of ſuffering affliction and of pa- 
tience. But chiefly he regards thy 
ſufferings, bleſſed Jeſus ;-----the ſor- 
rows of thy life; the agonies of 
thy death; thy bleeding croſs 
the anguiſh of thy deſerted ſoul; 
and he remembers his own miſery 
| no 
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no more. The ſcriptures are his 
grand diſpenſary, where he finds 
balſamic truths, and healing doc- : 
trines. A tert of Paul is more 
ſoul, chan a ſentence from 8 
a thought of Solomon, chan a pa 
ragraph of Epictetus. Of all con- 
querors he ĩs the greateſt; for even 
when conquered, he overcomes, 
His greateſt enemies prove moſt 
Friendly, and plait for him a crown 
of glory. Sickneſs is better to him 
than health ;-—---loſs'than gain 
death than life. While the veſſels 
of clay crack in fire; he, like a vel- 
ſel of gold an the furnace, makes 
no dinʒ but comes out more refined. 
Patience, thou art thy own reward. 


Great is thy preſent peace. Eter- 
nal is thy future glory. | 


On 
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FoRTITUDE, thou noble grace; 
not earthly is thy original. 
The deſperado knows thee not; 
nor the bluſtering gallant; who, 
for a glut of fell revenge, or the 
falſe name honour, dares riſk his 
life, in the deteſted duel. Chriſtia- 
nity alone inſpires thee: God and 
angels applaud thee. While cow- 
ardice falls into the dangers ſhe 
would avoid, and loſes the life ſhe 
intended to fave; it is thine to 
make more than a conqueror in 
whatſoever event. Seated on thy 
triumphant chariot, thou draggeſt, 


at thy glowing wheels, both ſhame 
Vol. II. P and 
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and fear; a dreadful pair. Hu- 


mility, with prudence, manage 


| thy reins; and glory ſtands behind 


thee. By thee the hero is led into 
the glorious field; and whilſt by 
thee inſpired, and love to his dear 
country, his ears drink in the dread- 
ful thunders of the war, with a pe- 


culiar pleaſure; and his eyes behold 


the diſmal ſcenes of terror and a- 
mazement; nor turn away abhor- 
rent.-----By thee the ſtill more glo- 
rious martyr rejoices in ſterneſt 
tribulations. So ſtrange is thy in- 
chanting power, galling fetters are 
turned into delightful ornaments! 
illuminated is the gloomy dungeon: 
priſons are palaces, and delectable 
orchards: and furious flames, fit 
to torment with keeneſt anguiſh, 


are beds of roſes ſoft and perfu- 


as burning martyrs have de- 
clared, 
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clared. By thee the King of mar- 
tyrs, who witneſſed a good con- 
feſſion, was taught to endure the 
racking croſs, and to deſpiſe the 
ſhame. Whilſt by thee, the joy 
which he now poſſeſſes was ſet be- 
fore him, and the almighty Father 
as his helper; he ſet his face like a 
flint, and made his heart like an 
adamant. Great is thy preſent 


glory. Eternal is thy future re- 
ward. 


15 then the bloody field, the ſcaf- 
fold, or the ſtake, the only theatres 
for holy fortitude? Perhaps the 
cauſe of your country; and the 
cauſe of your Redeemer; may never 
call you to expoſe and caſt away 
your life. But go, and bravely dare 
to be ſingular in a declining age: 
though hiſſing crowds ſhould point 
P 2 at 
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at you as you go along; and men 


of faſhion ſhould deſpiſe you. Re- 


verence the Sabbath. Reverence the 


name of the Lord. Bow the knee; 
and let the voice of praiſe be heard 


in your dwelling. Reprove the 


bold blaſphemer. Confeſs your 
faults, when it is for the glory of 
God; knowing that it is better to 
have a 'wound, a blot in your 
reputation, than your conſcience. 
And before you will endeavour to 
retrieve your ſituation in the 
world, by diſhoneſt baſeneſs, open 
the door to honeſt poverty. Be it 
the leading maxim of thy life, that 
nothing is greatly ſhameful, but fin; 
nor greatly fearful, but the diſplea - 
ſure of your Maker. In a. preſent 
life you ſhall have peace of con- 
ſcience; and in the world to come 
receive an incorruptible crown. 4 
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On contentment. 


i 


PHE Chriſtian who rejoices in | 
this excellent, grace,- is one 

who would not indeed be ſatisfied 
with ALL this world affords, as his 
eternal portion: yet can he ſay, 

even of its ſmalleſt ſhare, It is 
* enough.” Whether he views 
himſelf as a. member of the great 
ſociety of the. univerſe ; or of the 
civil ſociety to which he particular- 
ly belongs; he is pleaſed with the 
ſtation which providence has allot- 
ted for him. He looks not with 
envy on thoſe above him; and re- 
pels not only outward murmur- 


73 ings 
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ings againſt the Diſpoſer of his A 
but inward repinings. 


Ir the middle ſtate of life be that 
which falls him, where he is equal- 
ly removed from the pomp of 
wealth, and the indigence of po- 
verty; he confiders it as by far the 
more eligible condition: like him 
who prayed, © Give me neither 
poverty nor riches. For as the 
panes of glaſs in our windows, by 


their hardneſs and folidity, bid a 


defiance to the ſtormy blaſt; yet, 
by their tranfparency, . admit the 
cheerful beams of the fun: ſo does 
this middle ſtate of life defend him 
from the injuries of the world ; and 
at the ſame time it excludes not 
the divine favour, nor darkens the 
light of his countenance: whilſt 


the W are expoſed to peculiar 


temptations; 3 
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temptations; and the poor are not 
without their manifeſt ingonve- 
niencies, and even ſolicitations un- 


to ian 


BuT if poverty and want be his 
aſſociates ; whether intailed upon 
him by his birth, or introduced by 
the hand of accident or calamity; 
he can cheerfully welcome theſe 
unjoyous gueſts, and find them 
very tolerable companions. As 
the ſoldiers had no power to break 
the bones of his Redeemer, when 
* they ſaw that he was already 
* dead:” ſo poverty, with her at- 
tendant train of miſeries, is un- 
able to break his bones, and wound 
his reſt, when he is crucified to 
the world. He knows, though he 
could call the world his own, God 

never put therein ſuch heavenly 
virtue, 
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virtue, as to infpire contentment: 
_ reſerving this as his own great pre- 
rogative. Why ſhould he be ren- 
dered miſerable, by the want of 
that, whoſe preſence would not make 
him happy? If he has not all the 
advantages of riches and affluence; 
neither is he haraſſed with the 
anxious -cares, and diſmal fears, 
and other fore temptations, to 
which thoſe in high life are neceſ- 
farily ſubject. If he ſhines not in 
the glitter of plenty; how many 
darts of agony will he eſcape! 80 
thunders ſtrike tall trees, and lofty 
mountains; while humbler ſhrubs, 
and lowly vales, remain untouch- 
ed. This world he regards as an 
inn, where the ſhortneſs of his ſtay 
- Feconciles him to the indifferency 
of his accommodation: and as 2 
. where it matters not whe- 
tber 
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ther he act the part of a king or 
peaſant; but how well he acquits 
himſelf in the character he aſ- 
ſumes. He is not always poring 
on the dark ſide of his lot; and re- 
flecting how many are happier 
than himſelf: but oft-times turns 
his thoughts upon the favourable 
ingredients of his condition; and 


recollects how many have been, 


and are, this precious moment, 
more miferable than he. If a va- 
luable friend, or a beloved relative, 
is torn from his bleeding boſom, by 
the relentleſs hand of death; he re- 
members how many ftill ſurvive. 
He never can perſuade himſelf that 
he is poor, whilſt poſſeſſed of ſomuch 
natural wealth as a man; and fo 
much heavenly treaſure as a Chri- 
ſtan. The glorious canopy of 
heavens, he conſiders as the roof 

of 


_— 
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of his earthly manſion, far more 


majeſtic than that of the mag. 


nificent palace; though adorned 
with glittering filver, and reful- 
gent gold. The green earth is 
the carpet on which he treads, 
When the cryſtal . well ſupplies 
him with drink, he can forego the 
flowing bowl. The golden ſun; 
the ſparkling ſtars; and the ſmiling 


flowers that ſtrow the earth; ſhew | 


more glorious in his eye, than gems 
and diamonds: and indeed are as 
truly poſſeſſed by him as theſe ar: 
of their owners. Health of body; 
ſoundneſs of mind; (bleſſings which, 
for their commonneſs, are but too 
generally forgo t); excite the mol: 


grateful emotions in his heart, But | 


eſpecially as a Chriſtian, O how bs 
riches riſe! how his treaſures art 
repleniſhed! God himſelf is tht 


portion 


{ 


portion of his cup; and the word 
of God the charter for his inheri- 
tance. How can he be envious at. 
the proſperity of the wicked, when 
the unknown merits of Immanuel 
are all his own? Though he has 
but little, he knows it is the earneſt 
of infinitely more ; and every table 
that is ſpread for him in the wil- 
derneſs, was purchaſed by his Re- 
deemer's- blood, before it was pro- 
cured by his labour. It is not indeed 
alittle of God will ſatisfy him; nor 

will he be pleaſed with a ſmall 
ſhare in the treaſures of eternity. 
Theſe beſt gifts he moſt earneſtly 
covets. But as to temporal ac- 
quiſitions, he eſteems it © better to 
be of a humble ſpirit with the 
“ lowly, than to divide the ſpoil 
with the proud.” By mode- 
rating his deſires, he has found out 
the 
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the noble ſecret of turning 
thing to gold, and finds a com- 


pendious way of obtaining what- 
ever he will. He is a true Benja- 
mite, who can uſe the left hand as 


well as the right; and manage 
both fortunes to advantage. And 


the livelieſt image of the bleſſed 


God; for, like Solomon's good 


man, he ranges not abroad for hap- 


5 being © ſatisfied from him- 


« ſelf,” 
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UT what ſhall we ſay of him 
who deſpiſes the world, and its 


faſhions that paſs away? Shall 


we 22 that he is lazy and indo- 
lent 


every 
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Jent in his lawful calling, neglect- 
ing to provide for his own? No: 
for we find, that even the Son of 
God himſelf, in the days of his ob- 
ſcurity, handled the tools of the 
carpenter. Or that his lawful 
comforts are taſteleſs and inſipid to 
him? How then ſhould he he du- 
ly thankful to his all-gracions Be- 
nefactor? He neither admires the 
_ fooliſh action of him who threw 
his money into the ſea; nor the 
diſcontented practice of thoſe, whe- 
ther of the Pagan, Jewiſh, or Chri- 
ſtian denomination ; who, being 
weary of the world, condemned 
themſelves to a civil death, or vo- 
luntary baniſhment, from the cheer- 
ful haunts of men, retiring to the 
lonely cell, or ſolitary deſart. He 
knows there is nothing better than 
for a man to rejoice in his labour. 

Vol. II. Q. Even 
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Even in his worldly portion, he en- 
Joys his God, and reads the love 
of his dying Redeemer, 


Bur ſuch is the acquaintance he 


| Has with the glory of heaven; the 


dignity of his own. ſoul; the vain 
and hurtful nature of the world; 
That he highly diſdains to ſet his 
affections on the things of the 
earth, either in whole, or in part, as 
though they could be the main 
Jprings of his felicity, 


Is he placed in humble circum- 
ſtances, having no large quantity 
of earthly goods at his command? 
He diſcerns, in this providence, the 
kindly affection of a tender parent, 
removing from the reach of a be- 


loved child, what might prove 


hurtful and pernicious ; whilſt thoſe 
for 
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for whom he has no ſuch tender 
regard, are permitted to fall upon 
it; and, to their unſpeakable pre- 
judice, to fill their bellies with his 
hidden treaſure. He envies not, 
but rather pities the men of Tupe- 
rior rank, whoſe wiſhes are not 
crowned by the abundance of their 
riches; but their ſorrows are mul- 
tiplied, and new fewel is added to 
their luſts: and many of them, 
alas! have their portion in this 
life. As for thoſe that ſet the world 
in their hearts, (by far too fine a 
frame for ſuch a wretched pebble), 
all whoſe days are ſorrow, and their 
labour grief; he can no more e- 
ſteem them truly rich, than we 
would chink the man happy, whoſe 
intrails ſhould be tortured with a 
precious diamond, fit to ſhine in 
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the crown of the moſt exalted mo- 
narch. 


Ir he is rich in this world, he is 
neither too joyful in having; too 
ſolicitous in keeping; too anxious 
in increaſing; nor too ſorrowful in 
loſing theſe corruptible things, 
He rejoices more in the promiſes 
of the Bible, than in the gold of 
his coffers. As the ſeamen are 
careful not to admit into their veſ- 
{el the waters of the ocean by any 
the ſmalleſt cranny ; as well aware 
how quickly they would deſcend 
unto the bottom: 16 he is fearful 
to admit this world into his affec- 
tions, leſt he be drowned in per- 
dition, Heis fully perſuaded, that 
he is as much an idolater, who of- 
fers the affections of his heart to 


the unrighteous mammon, and 
ſays 
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ſays unto fine gold, Thou art 
% my confidence; as that he is an 
idolater, who uncovers the head; 
kiſſes the hand ; or bows the knee 
to an idol ; or honours the vanities 
of the Gentiles with ſacrifices and 
incenſe. Too eagerly to graſp 
what is his own he equally abhors, 
as violently to ſnatch at what. 1s 
the property of his neighbour, 
Whilſt the niggardly wretch wants 
what he has, as well as what he has 
not; and his good is not in his 
hand: he enjoys the gifts of pro- 
vidence, by moderately uſing them 
to the glory of his Creator, and the 
good of his fellow-creature. He 
ſteers the middle courſe between 
the ſordid miſer, who lays up his 
talent in a napkin ; and the prodi- 
gal waſter, who confumes upon his 
luſts, what was given him for 
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more noble ends. He thankfully 
receives, but does not -anxiouſly 
purſue the goods of fortune; nor 
abandon himſelf to unmanly grief, 
when they make unto themſelves 
wings, and fly away. The world 
is dead to him. What though 
you bury it out of his fight? He 
reverences himſelf, and highly dif- 
dains to place his happineſs in what 
was only deſigned for his tempo- 
rary accommodation. Mindful of 
his high original, he ſuffers not this 
ſervant to bear rule; which were to 
ſubmit to a ſlavery, of all other 
ſlavery the moſt inglorious. Whillt 

he converſes much with things 
eternal and unſeen, he acquires a 
high diſdain of the temporal things 
that are ſeen. As he who deals 
much in pieces of . gold, thinks 
- little of copper money ; the good 


of 
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of the heavenly country is before 
him, even the better and enduring 
ſubſtance; and, like the venerable 
patriarch, he regards not his ſtuff 
of worldly enjoyments, if he is 
called to forego them. He rejoices 
more that his friends are holy, than 
that they are wealthy ; and is more 
anxious to inſtil into the minds of 
his children, ſentiments of devo- 
tion, than to bring them acquaint- 
ed with the art of making their 
fortune, and growing conſiderable 
in the world. He uſes the world as 
a flower, which preſerves its beauty 
and verdure the longer, the leſs you 
handle it. When the buſy world- 
ling at once throws up his intereſt 
in the comforts of time, and plea- 
ſures of eternity, this heaven-born 
ſoul has the true reliſh of life; and, 
at the ſame time, can rejoice in all 
the 
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the treaſures of eternity as his own 
proper mercies. Happy ſoul! he 
has provided for himſelf bags that 
wax not old, and durable riches, 
which no ruſt can corrupt; no thief 
can ſteal; of which no ſtorm, no 
conflagration, can bereave him, 


On the purſuit of real riches. 


CAN he be poor that is an heir 
of . God; whoſe every per- 
fection is more glorious than the 


mountains of prey? Whocan call 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt 


his own; and is intereſted in the 


Pearl of great price ? Whoſe 1s 
that ſaving grace, more precious 
than 
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than gold tried in the. fire? that 
heavenly wiſdom, that cannot be 
valued for jewels of fine gold? 
Who can rejoice in the divine word, 
more than they that find great 
ſpoil; and take it for his heritage 
for ever? Who is rich in good 
works, which are profitable unto 
men? Who can turn even re- 
proaches into greater riches than 
all the treaſures of Egypt? Of 
whom it may be ſaid, © Though he 
is not the lord of this village; 
* though that ſpot of ground is 
not ploughed by his oxen ;” that 
* all things are his.” Who, view- 
ing the ſpacious garden of his 
wealthy neighbour, is tran{ported 
by his thoughts to the celeſtial pa- 
radiſe ; and beholding his magnifi- 
cent palace, can meditate of the 
houſe not made with bands? Who 

: Can 
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can lift his eyes to that blue vault 
of heaven, adorned with ſparkling 
ſtars, and conſider it as the pave- 
ment of his heavenly manſion? 
Who can conſider his ſcanty ſhare 
of worldly good things, as the pur- 
_ Chaſe of his Redeemer; and alittle 
that he hath, is better than the riches 
of many wicked? He has little; 
but it is the earneſt of much: 
it is not his portion but it is 
ſanctified by the word and prayer. 
He has little - but the bleſl- 
ing of the Lord maketh rich. He 
has little ;-----but he lays it up in 
heaven, and lends it to a good Cre- 
ditor, even unto the Lord, who will 
render it again with uſury. 


- No; he r be poor. For be 

is poſſeſſed of the true riches, in 

compariſon of which, how is — 
p go 


mi, Wed 4 fd at fend fot. 


2922 


e vv 


On the purſuit of real riches. 191 
gold become dim! how 1s the moſt 
fine gold changed! . 


Bor he is poor, who though he 
fill his houſe with filver and gold, 
high fed on the lap of fortune, is 
yet in ſtraits, even in the fulneſs of 
his ſufficiency. Care, like a greedy 
vulture, ſits preying on his heart. 
He knows no other riches, but 
ſuch as may be acquired with in- 
juſtice, uſed with indiſcretion, and 
poſſeſſed without happineſs. 


AL As! theſe corruptible things 
cannot redeem the ſoul from death ; 
nor deliver from the incumbent 
miſeries of life. Will the head-ach 
be leſs perceived, that the temples 
are ſurrounded with a crown? Will 
the fever be in the leaſt abated, if 
the ſick perſon is laid on a bed of 

| - Cate? 
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Nate? Far leſs will the reſentful 
conſcience be bribed with gold and 
ſilver to intermit its wrath. See 
how they make unto themſelves 
wings, and fly away! How often 
has he ſolicited the cold hand of 
charity to-day, who yeſterday waſh- 
ed his ſteps in butter, and lived on 
the fineſt of the wheat? Where is 
the man whoſe glory ever deſcend- 
ed into the grave? 


O YE children of men, whoſe 
foreheads meet the ſkies; whoſe 
ſouls are rational and immortal; 
are theſe the precious acquiſitions 
for which ye ſtoop ignobly down, 
and dig into the bowels of the 
earth? Is it thus ye pant after the 
duſt of the earth, and think no pains 


too great, no danger too conſider 
able, 
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able, to deter. you from the fan- 
taſtic chaſe? ' 


O D1D we know the things that 
are freely given us of God; did 
we know what is the riches of the 

glory of his inheritance in the 
faints; how would we trample un- 
der our feet theſe lying vanities! 
Are theſe thy boaſted offers, O vain 
world? are theſe a portion for my 

| ſoul? Can theſe enable me to = 


p up to my native dignity? -Be- 
0 gone, ye vain pretenders. Wel. 
|. come, ye durable riches; ye ſafe 
5 enjoyments, that puff not up with 


haughty pride; nor are enemies to 
my peace; but areevidences of the 
divine love, and profit in the day 
of death. Let me call you mine, 
and I ſhall not know the TY 
of poverty. 

Vol. II. 8 On 
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On an mgenuous and free ſpirit, 


HE greatly deſpiſes the admired 
things of the world, as low 
and vulgar. He can behold the 
gilded chariots; the magnificent 
palaces ; and ſplendid equipages of 
the great, without a libidinous 
eye. Conſcious of his native dig- 
nity, as a man, and ſpiritual as a 
Chriſtian; he rather ſcorns, than 
fears to fin. His motto is, Re- 
« verence thyſelf; and from a 
principle of holy pride, he departs 
from iniquity ; though ſhame and 
miſery were not its inſeparable at- 
tendants, The goodneſs of God 
has the moſt powerful influence 
upon him to lead him to repent- 
ance; 
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ance; but he deteſts the helliſh 


ſophiſtry of choſe who ſay, © Let 


us ſin, becauſe grace abounds.” . 
He aſks not, What ban the Al- 
mighty do for me? What profit 
* ſhall T have if 1 keep his ordi- 
* nances?” Heferves a loving Fa- 
ther, who ſpares him as a man 
ſpareth his ſon; not for tlie love 
of wages, but for the wages of 
love. He is touched with a ge- 
nerous concern for the glory of 
God, as well as his own ſalvation; 
and for the good of his fellow- 
creatures, as well as his own inte- 
reſt. He does not ſay of this du- 
ty, Is it abſolutely neceſſary? May 
be ſaved, though I neglect it? Nor 
of that, What damage ſhall I ſu- 
ſtain? Will it infringe my reputa- 
tion? Will it encroach on my e- 
ſtate? But, Is it the command- 
+ 8 ment 
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ment of the Lord? The reverence 
he has for God is not that fear 
which hath torment ; but that fear 
which is attended by love. He is 
more grieved by far for the diſplea- 
ſure done to God by his fin, than 
for any puniſhment which he may 


have reaſon to expect. If you e- 


clipſe the countenance of the Al- 


mighty, who is his ſun and ſhield; 


in vain ſhall the twinkling ſtars of 


worldly comforts ſcatter their feeble 


beams. He weepeth ſore as in the 
night, becauſe the Comforter that 


ſhould relieve his ſoul is far away. 


He is not always contriving how 
he may ſerve God at the cheapeſt 
rate; but is rather at a loſs what 


he ſhall render to the Lord for all 


his undeſerved mercies. This was 
thy princely ſpirit, O royal prophet, 
6; - Shall I offer to the Lord that 
EY — 
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« which coſt me nothing?” His 
liberal ſoul deviſeth liberal things. 
He diſdains to be the ſervant of 
men; to ſee things with others 
eyes; to couch down under the 
burden of human impoſition: but 
he ſearches the ſcriptures daily, to 
ſee if theſe things be ſo, that are 
told him by learned and holy men ; 
and rejects or receives according- 


ly. He is willing to receive evil, as 


well as good, from the hand of the 
Lord; and makes not a grave 
of any preſent affliction, to bury the 


memory of former mercies. He 


can bluſh for thoſe ſins that are 
kept cloſe from the eye of the world; 
and mourn even for a long paſt 
and pardoned tranſgreſſion. When 
God iays unto him, Seek 
ye my face; he does not poſt- 
pone this work till he is laid on the 


R3 bed 
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bed of languiſhing; reſolving to 


allot thoſe dregs of time to the 


ſervice of the Almighty, which he 
cannot make a better of: but he 
remembers his Creator before the 
arrival of the evil day. 


Do xs he fiſt himſelf in the pre- 
ſence of God? he behaves as though 
the eye of men were upon him. 


Does he converſe with man? he 


ſets the Lord always before him. 
He is not ſo ſordidly attached tothe 
vain pleafures and enjoyments of 
the world, but he can, with the 
joy of the believing patriarch, obey 
the commandment of the Lord, and 
go forth, not knowing whither he 
goes. | 


On 
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On ſincerity and truth, 


of it, is a man who does not think 
one way and ſpeak another; or 
ſpeak one way, and act another; 
but thinks as he ſpeaks, and ſpeaks 
as he does. In all his words; in 


violable regard to truth; more than 
to his own ͤintereſt; more than to 
his own reputation; yea, more than 
to his very life. Truth he eſteems 


here below :-----the bond of civil ſo- 
ciety, without which public com- 
munities were nothing elſe but com- 

| Panies 


A LovBLY character indeed The 
perſon who is really poſſeſſed 


all his actions, he pays the moſt in- 


as the moſt precious of all things 
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puanies of robbers and banditti: — 
an eminent part of the illuſtrious 


image of God; and a very orient 8 
pearl in the crown of IEHOvA; . 
who, that he might not ſtain the 5 
truth of his threatening in acquit- 5 
ting the guilty, did ſtain the croſs : 
with the blood of his only begot- 4 
ten Son. For this end cameſt thou I 


into the world, O gracious Re- 
deemer! to bear witnefs to the 
truth; and to confirm all the di- 
vine oromiſes, which are Yea and 
Amen in thee. 


How can the inhabitant of Zion 
allow himſelf, for any puny inte- 
reſt, to encroach upon theſe ſacred 
rights of truth; for the alerting of 
which the Moſt High has exerted 
himſelf in fuch an amazing man- 
ner? How can he ſuffer hinfelf 


to 
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to turn aſide into the crooked paths 
of falſehood and diſſimul ation? 
whether in jud gment, or in 
commerce, or in ordinary diſ- 
courſe? For ſo ſhould he forfeit 
all pretenſions of belonging to that 
people, whoſe Lord is the God of 
truth: of poſſeſſing that ſpirit, 
whoſe fruit is in all goodneſs, righ- 


intereſted in that Redeemer, whoſe 
name is the way and the truth: 
and of being intitled to that inhe- 


neſs, where nothing enters that 
loveth or maketh a lie. 


Ir he is called to act the part of 
a witneſs in civil judicatures, he 


he knows is a falſehood, though the 
diſguiſing of the truth, in the leaſt 
inſtance, 


teouſneſs, and truth :---—of being 


ritance, which is the land of upright- 


would not ſo much as declare what 
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inſtance; would tend ever ſo much 
to his advantage. Far leſs can he 
be guilty of that heaven-daring 
wickedneſs they are guilty of, who 
call the all- ſeeing Majeſty of hea- 
ven to teſtify againſt them, if it is 


not as they ſay, even when they 


are conſcious that the contrary is 
the truth. O abhorred wretches, 


is it thus you pour contempt on 


eternal Sovereignty? thus you 
inſult his omniſcience? thus you 
bid defiance to his almighty ven- 
geance? Let he alſo is wiſe, and will 


bring evil, and will not call back his 
words; and you ſhall know that it 


is a fearful thing to fall into his 


12 matters of commerce, he lays 
it down as his leading maxim, that 
* honeſty is the beſt policy,” He 


never 


at 
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never can think it an advanta- 


geous bargain, that derogates from 
the peace of his conſcience, whilſt 
it puts money into his coffers. He 
not only abhors the groſſer me- 
thods of diſhoneſt gain; ſuch as, 
the falſe balance; the bag of de- 
ceitful weights; but the more gen- 
teel, or leſs ſhameful artifices of 
fraud and circumvention. Such 
are theſe, which Solomon touches 
at with the moſt beautiful ſimpli- 


city: „It is naught, it is naught, 


* faith the buyer; but when he is 
gone away, then he boaſteth.“ 


Non is this godly ſincerity leſs 
apparent in all his ſocial inter- 
views, or friendly communications. 
If he tells any ſtory for true, to di- 
vert the company where he is, he 
takes care it be really a matter of 

| fact; 
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fact; as rightly judging, that no- 
thing can render a man more filly 
and pros at in the eyes of a ra- 
tional beholder, than to coin ab- 
ſolute fictions; or dreſs up matters 
of fact by ſtrange additions, in the 
garb of novelty; and all for no 
other end, but to keep. the compa- 
ny in good humour, and gain their 
admiration. If he loſes an argu- 
ment about any doubtful point, 
fincerity forbids him to give out, 
that he is fully clear, when, per- 
haps, he is really in the dark; and 
that he ſees no force at all in his 
_ neighbour's argument, though, 

perhaps, it amounts to a refiſtleſs 
demonſtration. If he gives a cha- 
rater of any abſent party, he is 
careful to avoid all hyperbolical 
deſcriptions, whether they tend to 


diminiſh or to exalt the worthinels 
of 


8 Gere & m = a, 
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of the perſon ſpoke of. If he 
makes a promiſe, though about a 
trivial matter; he thinks himſelf 
obliged to fulfil it. And laſtly, in 
paſſing of compliments, his courteſy 
does not interfere with his veraci- 
ty ; pretending the greateſt warmth 
of kindneſs and affection, when, 
perhaps, his eſteem is very low, and 
his affection very cold. His love 
is without diſſimulation. 


On temperance. 


* NEar andforbear,” is a precept 

which may include under it, 
if not the whole, yet a very great 
part of moral duty. The firſt part 
of the maxim relates to the afflic- 
Vol. II. 8 tions, 
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of fact by. ſtrange additions, in the 


ment about any doubtful point, 


haps, he is really in the dark; and 


| neighbour's argument, though, 


deſcriptions, whether they tend to 


— 


fact; as rightly judging, that no- 

can render a man more filly 
and ridiculous, in the eyes of a n. 
tional beholder, than to coin ab- 
ſolute fictions ; or dreſs up matters 


garb of novelty; and. all for no 
other end, but to keep the compa- 
ny in good humour, and gain their 
admiration. If he loſes an argu 
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ſincerity forbids him to give out, 
that he is fully clear, when, per- 


that he ſees no force at all in his 


perhaps, it amounts to a reſiſtleſ 
demonſtration. If he gives a cha. 
rater of any abſent party, hes 
careful to avoid all hyperbolical 


diminiſh or to exalt the gy 
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of the perſon ſpoke of. If he 
makes a promiſe, though about a 
trivial matter; he thinks himſelf 
obliged to fulfil it. And laſtly, in 
paſſing of compliments, his courteſy 
does not interfere with his veraci- 
ty; pretending the greateſt warmth 


perhaps, his eſteem is very low, and 
his affection very cold. His love 


is without diſſimulation. 


On temperance. 


8 BER and forbear,” is a precept 

which may include under it, 
if not the whole, yet a very great 
part of moral duty. The firſt part 
of the maxim relates to the afflic- 
Vol. II. 8 tions, 


of kindneſs and affection, when, 
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tions, the latter part refers to the 
pleaſures of life. Are you in ad- 


verſity? do things happen to you, 


not as you could wiſh? Bear them 


in a becoming manner; and let pa- 


tience have her perfect work. Are 


you in proſperity? do the pleaſures 


of life lie within your graſp? Mo- 


derate your deſires by temperance; 
and forbear every unlawful grati- 
fication. If you want temperance 
to uſe diſcreetly the pleaſurable good 
things which you enjoy, they are 
turned into real evils, as afflictions 
are turned into good by the exer- 
Ciſe of patience. 


TEMPERANCE 1s the power and 
command which a man has over 
himſelf, in moderating thoſe ap- 
petites which are common to us 


with the beaſts, Gluttony, drun- 


kennels, 


na! 
CO! 


kenneſs, and luſt, are the oppoſite 
vices. The two firſt are oppoſed 
to ſobriety; and the laſt to chaſti- 


ty. ö 
Ir is a melancholy matter, that 


ed a neceſſary article in the cha- 
racter of a gentleman. Why ſhould 


light as treachery or lying; ſeeing 
it is equally condemned by the 
light of nature itſelf? Be it ſo; 
this ugly hag has the appearance 
of good humour, and has many 
votaries among your gallant ſpirits ; 
to be intemperate-is the moſt hor- 


and argues a littleneſs of ſoul, and 
narrow way of thinking, extremely 
contemptible. Was it for this, O 
ye ſons of intemperance, your 
92 bountiful 
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ever intemperance ſhould be deem- 


it not be regarded in the ſame 


rid ingratitude in its own nature; 
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bountiful Creator endowed you 
with his own reſemblance; gave 
you that comely grace, and digni- 
ty of aſpect, by which your bodies 
are diſtinguiſhed from the brutes? 
Was it for this he ſpreads your 
table with unſparing liberality; 
and gives you all things neceſſary 
to ſupport your lives, and comfort 
your hearts? That human nature, 
which is by you defiled with filthy 


luſts, your Creator deigned to aſ- 


ſume, when he took upon him the 


form of a ſervant, In this ſame 


human nature, the holy Spirit 
deigns to dwell. And the time 1s 
faſt approaching, when many par- 
cels of it ſhall be raiſed in glory, 
and clothed with immortality. 
But what is this to you, who ſeem 
to diſclaim your humanity; and 
while you affect to be artificial 
brutes, 
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brutes, are worſe than the natural 


ones? Such knowledge i is too won- 


derful for you; ſuch motives too 


celeſtial to have influence upon 


your ſenſual minds. Yet ſhall the 
truly wiſe be influenced from ſuch 
conſiderations to cleanſe their 


Way. 


As to the pleaſures Which are 


ſuppoſed to attend upon ſenſuality 


of eyery ſort, hen coally yiewed, 
they will appear infipirgly deficiens. 
He who is perpetually feaſted with 
a cheerful, conſcience, is an gpicure 
of a right kind. The pleaſpres of 
temperance are by far. ſuperior to 
thoſe of her rival; perhaps 1 in real 
poignancy: but ſure 1 am, if fleth- 
Iy ſatisfactions have any Thing to 


recommend them on their on ac 
count, the attending evils ſwallow | 
| 83 up 
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up the imaginary pleaſure ; as Pha- 
raoh's lean kine eat up the fat and 
well-favoured ones. 


As a phyſician, I could ad- 

' viſe you againſt intemperate 
courſes. Temperance 'is natural 

phyſic ; whereas intemperance is 

artificial diſtreſs. Are you not 

beſet round about with fatal 

diſtempers? Is not old age ſoon 

to wrinkle your face; and death 

to toſs his dart? Why invite theſe 

unjoyous gueſts? They will come 

ſoon enough of their own accord, 

O if you could but think what an 

ugly ſet you give unto your fea- 

tures! Lo! there is a looking- 

glaſs, drunkard, which Solomon 

holds unto your face. Who hath 
© wo? who hath ſorrow? who 
* hath contention? who hath 

« babblings! * 
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© babblings? who hath wounds 
« without cauſe? They that tarry 


© long at wine, and go to ſeek 
„ mixt wine.” When the glutton 


is murdered by his own mud; and 
when the fleſh of the adulterer is 
conſumed; then ſhall he mourn, 
O Britain! Britain! though fa- 
mine, peſtilence, and war ſhould 
never viſit you again; yet this is a 
deſtruction that waſteth at noon- 
day. 


As your lawyer, I might tell 
you, how this vice drains your 
worldly ſubſtance; is a fire that 
waſteth to deſtruction; and will 


bring you to a morſel of bread. 


As a philoſopher, I might put you 
in mind, that it makes you leſs than 
a man; darkens the underſtanding ; 
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takes Away the heart; metamor- 
Poles you into a beaſt, 


Bye eſpecially as a divine, I muſt 
tell you, that for theſe things ſake 
the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of diſobedience. We 
are taught, by our holy religion, to 
Conſider the luſts of intemperance, 
as the /procuring cauſe of temporal 
judgments; of eternal death. What 
caſt Adam out of paradiſe? Intem- 
perance. What brought the flood on 
the old world? Intemperance. What 
kindled Sodomꝭs flames, and laid in 
aſhes, the cities of the plain? In- 
temperance. Intemperance brought 
on national judgments upon the 
Jews, and expoſes to everlaſting 
andres. It is related by an eminent 


2» _ — — 
py — Py _ — 
— -——_ — — CO — —— — - - 5 
5 1 OY = 
— — of — * — — — 


nr lars of Germany, they, executed 
certain 
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certain capital offenders in a very _ 
extraordinary manner. There was 
an engine ſhaped like a handſome 
lady, which the criminal ſaluted, 
and afterwards retired. He returns 
again to ſalute the fatal machine. 
The figure opened its hands, and 
cuts him through the heart. 
* Knowelt thou not that the dead 


« are there? that her gueſts are 


in the deeps of hell? None that 
* go in unto her return again; nei- 
ther take they hold of the paths 
* of life,” 4 


Watchfulneſs, 


MAY be conſidered either as r&- 
lating to fin, that we may re- 
ſiſt temptations unto it; or to judg- 
gk ment, 


# 
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ment, that we may be prepared for 
the coming of the Son of man. 


In the firſt of theſe views, the 
watchful Chriſtian is he, who, from 
a. perſuaſion of the ſtrength of his 


enemies without, who wait for his 


halting; the wickedneſs and de- 
ceit of his own heart within; and 
the greatneſs of the danger he 
incurs ; carefully guards all the a- 
venues of temptation. - 


THERE is nothing about him- 


ſelf he judges ſafe to truſt, Not 
his eyes: he makes a covenant with 


them. Not his ears: he ſhuts them 


from hearing of blood, of ſlander, 
and detraQtion, and of the inſtruc- 
tion which cauſes to err. Not his 


tongue: for with thee, O David, he 


prays, * Set a watch, O Lord, be- 
fore 
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c fore my mouth; keep the door 
* of my lips.” But chiefly he 
darts a jealous eye over his heart. 
For of its being deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked, he 
has the moſt unqueſtionable proof, 
both from his own experience, and 
from experience of the great ſur- 
rounding cloud of witneſſes. . 


No fin he judges himſelf abſo- 
lutely ſecured againſt, though.ever 
ſo atrocious: whalft he ſurveys the 
numerous heaps of ſlain; and ſees 
how many, ſtronger than he, have 
fallen by the power of temptation. 
How can he be confident in him- 
ſelf, when he ſees the man accord- 
ing to God's own heart weltering 
in murder and adultery? And 
that moſt eminent apoſtle, whoſe 
faith the Lord fo highly commend- 
ed; 
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ed; who was with him in the 
holy mount; and faithfully, as 
well as particularly, warned of his 
danger ;---—even that moſt eminent 
apoſtle denying his Lord and Ma- 
ſter; (bluſh ye Papiſts, who make 
him thefoundation of your church); 
denying him thrice ; thrice denying 
him with oaths and curſes -—-not 
when intimidated before any tribu- 
nal at thepreſence of his judges, but 
at the accuſation of a filly maid! 


NE1THER is there any time in 


his vigilance. The whole time of 
his ſojourning here, he ſtudies to 
paſs in fear; and even when he 


knows, that although there is 
time for the body to ſleep, that it 
wearied powers 'may be recruited 


which he thinks it fafe to intemit WM 
fleeps, his heart is waking. He 


by 


— P- - SY M.-Y ORE oP” 


On watchfulneſs. 217 


by thoſe balmy dews, and reani- 
mated to new labours: yet there is 
no time for his ſoul to ſlumber; 
whoſe nature, like the fiery flame, 
is to be ever in motion; and in- 

ſtead of being repaired by indolence 
and inactivity, is rendered more 
dull and languid. Neither in pro- 
ſperity nor in adverſity; neither in 
ſolitude nor in ſociety; can he ſing 
a requiem to his ſoul, as if it were 
without the verge of danger. And 
even in the time of ſpecial enjoy- 
ments, and diſtinguithed manifeſta- 
tion, he knows very well, that he 
ought not to ſay, © My mountain 
* ſtands ſtrong, and I ſhall never 
* be moved.” As he who comes 
out of a hot bath, is peculiarly care- 
ful how he ventures himſelf im- 
mediately to the cold and chilling 
air, as being never more ready to 
Vol. II. 54 | catch 
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catch a cold, than on ſuch an occa- 


fion ; ſo he is never more circum- 
ſpect, how he returns unto the 
world, and expoſes himfelf to its 
Hurtful ſnares, than when he has 
been enjoying the happy hour of 
fellowſhip with God. 


Bur if there is any known fin 
that may gain advantage over him, 


or eaſily beſet him; whether be- 


cauſe ſuited to his natural conſti- 
tution ; or perhaps it is common 
in the age, and not branded with 
the infamy it deſerves; or perhaps 
it is of a ſecret nature, and may be 
tranſacted without the knowledge 
of others; or perhaps it is an old 
fin, from which he was purged, to 
which if he ſhould return, his laſt 


ſtare would be worſe than the firſt; 
or perhaps it is a fin which is very | 


apt 
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apt to put on the viſor and matk 
of duty, of which it is very diffi- 
cult to repent: againſt that fin he 
is peculiarly watchful. And that 
he may keep at the remoteſt di- 
ſtance from all approaches unto 
iniquity ; and abſtain from all ap- 
pearance of evil; he goes not to 
the brink or utmoſt verge even of 
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' lawful liberty. That he may not 


be guilty of any unlawful thing, 
he will abridge himſelf in the uſe 


of lawful things, upon a proper 


occaſion. 


Bur it is no leſs the duty of the 
watchful Chriſtian to wait the co- 
ming of his Lord, that he may be 
found of him in peace. He gives 
diligence, that neither his conſcience 
be defiled with known ſin, nor 
his affections intangled with vain 
T2 care; 
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care; that when he ſhall appear, 
he may have confidence, and bid 
an unreluctant adieu to tranſitory 
vanities, He refers not his eternal 
intereſt to be adjuſted, till he is 
{tretched on his fick or dying bed. 


For he knows, that both the time 


and manner of his exit are wholly 
in God's hand. The numerous 
deaths of his acquaintance, and 
fellow-mortals, he conſiders as the 
call of the Bridegroom, Be ye al 
* ſo ready.” If his head ach; if 
his ſtomach lothes its food ; or ſleep 
flies from his eye-lids: all theſe, 


and ſuch like diſtreſſes, he regards 


as a ſet of monitors crowding x 
round him, that the Judge ſtandeth 


before the door, and the coming of 


the Lord draweth nigh. Death 
comes. Eternity unfolds itſelf to 


his view, See with what daunt- 
| leſs 
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leſs magnanimity he enters the liſts 
with this laſt enemy. Far from 
diſcouraging his ſurviving. fellow- 
Chriſtians, by a diſpiriting beha- 
viour; he throws an additional 
luſtre on the Chriſtian faith, and 
makes the beholders wiſh them- 
ſelves were the dying perſon. Ve 
lying vanaties of life, farewel. Wel- 
come, ye heavenly joys. © Amen, 
even ſo come quickly, Lord je- 
* ſus.” Such are the wiſhes he 
breathes from his inmoſt ſoul. 
His latter end is peace. 


On fedfaftneſs. 


As the plant never can thrive, 
which is always removed by 
T 3 - the 
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the gardener from one ſpot to ano- 


ther; neither can the Chriſtian a- 


bound in the work of the Lord, 
whois not ſtedfaſt and immoveable. 
But where ſhalt ſtedfaſtneſs be 
found? In the jangling ſchools, a- 
mong the wiſe men; the ſcribes, 
the diſputers of this world? Alas! 
none have been more unlearned; 
more unſtable; more pernicious 
wreſters of the ſcripture to their 
own deſtruction; than the perſons 
of this denomination. Far leſs 


can the obſtinate bigor lay any juſt 


claim to this character. 80 call 
him who is eagerly attached to the 
peculiarities of his party, without 
being able himſelf to render a rea- 
ſon of his perſuaſion; or willing to 
undergo an impartial inquiry. 

N Bur 
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Bur the eſtabliſhed: Chriſtian is 
a perſon who has heard and learn- 
ed of the Father; who knows the 
power of divine truth on his heart 
and conſcience. Long, perhaps, 
he wandered in uncertainty ; had 
not where to lay his head, or fix 
the foot of his foul. But when he 
found theſe old paths ; theſe pood 
ways; he found his reſt, Alight- 
ing, like the dove of Noah, on the 
true ark, © This is my reſt,” he 
ſays; * and hereI will abide,” He 
is no more like the chaff, which, 
when ſeparated from the grain, be- 
comes the ſport of winds; but, 
rooted in Chriſt Jeſus, he flouriſhes 
as the palm; tree, and grows as the 
cedar in Lebanon. His religious 
opinions are not now like travellers 
m an inn, that lodge but for a 
night; nor his holy reſolutions like 
the 


224 


On fledfafineſs. 


.the morning-cloud, and early dew, 
that paſſeth away. But that which 


he heard from the beginning abides 
in him; and with full purpoſe of 
heart, he cleaves unto the Lord, 
He holds faſt the profeſſion of his 
faith without wavering ; and, by a 
patient continuance in well-doing, 
ſeeks for glory, honour, and im- 
mortality. Is he aſſaulted by the 


winds of vain doctrine, and ſtrong 


temptations? The ſtrength of his 
perſuaſion, and the firmneſs of his 
reſolution, are ſo far from being 
overcome, that, on the contrary, 
they acquire a more unſhaken ſta- 


bility: as. the tree that is well 


rooted clings cloſer to the ſoil by 
being toſſed in a tempeſt. 


HE peruſes the holy ſcriptures, 
and finds God's word. as a ham- 
2 
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On ſtedfaſineſc. 
mer to faſten him, as a nail in a 
ſure place. He purifies his heart 
from every vile affection, and 
holds the myſtery of faith in a 
pure conſcience. He prays with- 
out ceaſing, and finds his heart 
united to fear God's name con- 
tinually. He ſets before his eyes 
the ſtedfaſtneſs of his Redeemer; 
who, in the cauſe of his ſalvation, 
did ſet his face like a flint; and 
knew that he ſhould not be aſha- 
med: - and the examples of thoſe 
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8 Chriſtians, who endured unto the 
* end, and held faſt the beginning 
A of their confidence. He would 


not ſubmit the truth of the doc- 
trine certainly believed by him, 
even to the judgment of an angel 
from heaven. In the Chriſtian 
race he runs not as uncertainly; 
and 
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and in the Chriſtian warfare fights 
not as beating the air. 


WHILE the ſoul that is unſtable 
as water, becomes a ready prey te 
every temptation, and never can 
excel in holineſs or comfort; the 
eſtabliſhed Chriſtian is a lively 
image of the living God, who is 
ſtedfaſt for ever; and with whom 
there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
of turning. He is a diſciple of 
Chriſt indeed; for he continues in 
his word: an ornament to the re- 
ligion which he profeſſes: and a 
beſtower of gladneſs to the heart 


of every faithful miniſter; who 


can ſay with the holy apoſtle, 
* Now we live, if ye ſtand faſt in 
the Lord.” But, O that bleſſed 
ſerenity of his mind, now ſettled 
into a pleaſing tranquillity, as milk 

into 
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into à ſweet cream, when allowed 


to ſtand ſtill! Go on, O happy ſoul! 


reſiſt the devil, ſtedfaſt in the faith. 
Thy prayers are powerful; thy re- 
ward is certain. And at the laſt 
you are preſented holy and un- 
blameable before him, if ye continue 
grounded and ſettled in faith, and 
be not removed away from the hope 
of the goſpel. 


On zeal. 


N HE. zealous Chriſtian is one, 
who, from a tender regard to 

the honour of his God and Re- 
deemer, burns with a holy anger 
againſt all doctrinal corruptions of 
his truth, and practical violations 
of 
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of his law; and does what in him 
lies for advancing his glory among 
men, and for tranſmitting, to lateſt 
poſterity, pure and incorrupted, the 
Holy religion wherein he has been 
taught. In times of abounding ini- 
quity, he waxes not cold ; but glows 
the more intenſely ; as the piercing 


rage of winter imparts new vigour 
to the element of fire. Though he 


very well knows the Almighty 
needs not his feeble help; being 
fully able to defend his own cauſe, 
and vindicate his injured rights: 
yet, like thee, O venerable Elijah, 
he is jealous for the Lord of hoſts, 
when the children of Iſrael had 
thrown down his altars, and 


. fears the butter curſe of Me- 
' Toz, ſhould he not come forth to 


the help of the Lord; to the help 
ot the Lord againſt the mighty. 
; For 
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For he remembers how, in the 
cauſe of his ſalvation, his gracious 
Redeemer was clad with zeal as 


with a cloak; he puton vengeance, 
and it covered him. 


He does not, like the ſcrupulous 
Phariſee, confine his whole regard 


to the leſſer matters of the law; 


while thoſe of greater moment are 
forgot: but ſtill he highly values 
every the ſmalleſt truth; and had 
rather that heaven and earth ſhould 
paſs away, than one jot of his word 
ſhould periſh. Many things which 
ſome account of as ſmall puncti- 
hos, and trifling circumſtantials, 
he finds, upon a nearer inſpection, 
to be worthy of contending for; as 
being more nearly related to the 
whole ſyſtem, and preſent ſtate of 
religion, than is generally imagined. 
Voi H. U Even 
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Even thoſe laws, whereby the go- 
vernment of ' Chriſtian ſocieties is 
adjuſted, he conſiders as neceſſary 
as the bark is to the tree, or the 


| hedge to the vineyard. 


Ix is not a blind and headftrong 
paſſion that influences him, when he 
diſſents from the way of the multi- 
tude; like them who had a zeal 
of God, but not according to know- 


ledge; but being able to render a 


reaſon to every man that aſketh. 
He may be compared to the buſh 
that burned ; it was ſharp indeed, 
and prickly, but in the midſt of 
light. Or as the legal prieſts burn- 
ed incenſe, and lighted the lamps 
together in the ancient tabernacle; 


ſo ought this holy fl-me never to 


be awakened, but when the lamp 
of knowledge is alſo lighted up. 
n LEr 
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LET Saul, in his zeal for the 
Iſraelites, imbrue his hands in the 
blood of the Gibeonites: let ano- 
ther of that name waſte and perſe- 
cute the church, being exceedingly 
zealous of the traditions of his fa- 
thers: let bloody Papiſts think they 


are doing God good ſervice, when 
they conſign over to the flames pre- 


tended heretics; blow up parlia- 
ments; maſſacre whole nations of 
men; and make the ſtreets of po- 
pulous cities to ſwim with human 
gore: he has not ſo learned Chriſt, 
If any ſuch wrathful emotions a- 
riſe in his heart, as would excite 
him to call for fire from heaven, 
even againſt the moſt atrocious 
ſinner; he recollects the needful 
caution of the meek and lowly Je- 
ins; © Ye know not what manner 
- of ſpirits ye are of,” Mercy and 

2 compaſſion 
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compaſſion is the oil that feeds this 
flame, which many waters cannot 
quench, If it conſumes any, it is 


not the perſons of other men, but 
himſelf, 


Hex affects not the zealous cha- 
racter for a cloak of covetouſneſs, 
like the crafty Demetrius of Ephe- 
ſus ;-—-nor for a maſk of ambition, 
like Jehu, the proud and furious 


captain — nor that he may, with 


greater ſecrecy, wreck his reſent- 
ment on thofe he hates; as if this 
heavenly grace could prove a 
ſanctuary to malice and revenge. 
It is not the perſons of the ſinners 
he abhors; but the fins of the per- 
ſons. And againſt theſe he fights; 
not ſo much by bitter invectives, 
and noiſy exclamations, as filent 


tears, and ſecret prayers. He ſees 


tranſgreſſors, 


ſy 
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tranſgreſſors, and is grieved much 
for the certain miſeries they procure 
to themſelves; more, for the diſho- 
nour they reflect upon their Ma- 
ker. His generous godly ſorrow | 
is not confined to his own perſon- 
al iniquities; his heart can ,bleed 
for a world that lies in wickedneſs: 
but ftill his zeal begins at home, 
like charity, He entertains no 
more favouring thoughts of any 
evil way, though his moſt beloved 
friends ſhould be the abetters of it. 
But chiefly, he keeps- his own heart 
with all diligence; and carefully 
ſuppreſſes thoſe vices in his own 
ſoul, againſt which he declares in + 
other men. He remembers, that 
as the ſnuffers in the temple were 
pure gold; ſo they who would be 
advocates for pure and undefiled 
religion, ought to be pure them- 
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ſelves. And he fears to fall with- 
in the verge of that moſt eutting 
challenge; Thou that teacheſt 


another, teacheſt thou not thy- 
er?” 


THovGH far from the indiffe- 
rence of a Gallo, in the matters of 
his God; yet will he never ſpeak 
wickedly for him; nor have re- 
courſe to pious fraud for the pro- 
moting of his intereſt. As the 
ſtars in their courſes fought againſt 
Sifera ; ſo he, when ſtriving againſt 
fan, is careful, in this holy war, to 
keep his rank, and never to ſtep a- 
fide from that ſtation that is allot- 
ted for him by his prudent Gene- 


SUCH is the conſtant frame, and 
fuch the habitual temper of his 
5 | foul; 
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ſoul; not reſembling a tranſitory 
flaſh of lightning, but a ſtanding 
pillar of fire, Sometimes indeed he 
incurs the cenfures of men, as 
though he were righteous over- 
much, and of a gloomy nature; 
but God and conſcience acquit him 
from the charge. In times of fear- 
ful judgments, and dangerous apo- 
ſtacy, he is ordinarily . preſerved, 
being marked with the feal of the 
living God on the forehead. 
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IxsT of all; he is careful that 
the worſhip he performs. be of 
divine inſtitution, and ſuited to the 
genius of the goſpel. He is not ſo 
much 
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much taken with gaudy ornaments, 
and glittering ceremonies, in any 
ſet of religious obſervances, as with 
the ſtamp of Heaven's appoint- 
ment. Though the command- 
ments of men ſhould be ever fo 
plauſible and dazzling to the eye; 
he can deſpiſe them as weak and 
beggarly elements ; as worldly ru- 
diments; as carnal ordinances, 


BuT though his worſhip ſhould, 
as to form, boaſt of ever ſo much pu- 
rity; he knows where there is a ſpiri- 
tual worſhip, there may be a carnal 
heart. The ſoul of his devotion 
lies, neither in the reverence of bo- 
dily demeanour, nor in the exerciſe 
of ſhining gifts; but in the fixing 
of his mind, and the exciting his 
grace into act, by the influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

THE 
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THE bended knee beſpeaks the 


humiliation of his ſoul; the exalted. 


voice indicates the fervency of his 
mind ; the elevated hand betokens 
the lifting up of his affections. The 
requeſt of his lips 1s the ſame thing 
with the deſire of his heart. If his 


lips are burning, his heart is alſo 
fervent, | 


DuTiEs he conſiders as the 


means of communion with God ; 
but he endeavours never to reſt in 
them as his end. He neither wor- 
ſhips God with a view to gain the 
applauſe of men, by ſhewing his 
fine parts: - to appeaſe a reſentful 
conſcience, by \ ſome faint com- 
pliances with its impartial dictates: 
to work out a righteouſneſs where- 


by he might be juſtified before 


him ;---or to encourage himſelf in 
the 
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the indulgence of his luſts, becauſe 
he has peace - offerings with him, or 
becauſe he has paid his vows. But 
his fleſh and heart crieth out for 
the living God. | 


THE influences of the divine Spi- 
rit; theſe are the winds that blow 
upon his garden, and make the 
ſpicy odours of every divine grace 
to flow forth. Theſe are the gales, 
which urge him forward in every 
act of worſhip; without whoſe 
kindly aid, he might ply the oar 
- of natural endeavours in vain, But 
the Spirit helpeth his infirmities, 
with groanings that cannot be ut- 
tered. Without his divine ſuc- 
cours, what were he, but as the 
mighty Samſon ; when ſhorn of his 
facred locks, he became as another 


man? Therefore is he tenderly ſo- 
Licatous 


On the religicus worſhipper. 239 


Jicitous to cheriſh every motion of 
this benign agent; and to avoid 
whatſoever courſe of action might 
quench this heavenly fire, by which 
his ſacrifices are inflamed. 


IT is true, he may, through the 
workings of inbred corruption, and 
the influence of wicked ſpirits, be 
peſtered with the intruſion of vain 
thoughts, even in his molt ſolemn 
devotions. But if theſe helliſh birds 
will alight upon, and pick his ſacri- 
fices; he will, as Abraham, drive 
them away. And though he ſhould 
not be able to acquit himſelf, with 
much clearneſs of thought, and e- 
legancy of expreſſion: yet he finds 
a gracious acceptance with God, 
who underſtands the ſtammering 
tongue of his beloved children; and 
is more moved with their unutter- 


able 
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able groans, than with the accurate 
addreſſes of the gifted profeſſor; 
from whom, as being deſtitute of 
divine grace, ſhall be taken away 
even that which he ſeemed to have. 
The Angel of the covenant aſcends 
in the ſmoke of all his. offerings. 
Though he covets earneſtly the 
beſt gifts, yet God has ſhewed un- 
to him a more excellent way. 


On Hearing the word. 


ASK yo you, why faith ſhould come 

by hearing? Why it ſhould 
be the miniſtration of the Spirit? 
Why he ſhould fall on them that 
hear the word? Why ſaints ſhould 


be comforted, and finners be 
: converted, 
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converted, by the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching? The ſame gracious ap- 
pointment, by which the clouds of 
heaven drop down fatneſs from a- 
bove, at the return of the ſpring, 
hath ordained, that his doctrine 
ſhall drop as the rain, and his 
ſpeech diſtil as the dew. Suffice it 
for us to know, that of his own 
« will begat he us, by the word of 
« truth.” He who teaches the ten- 
der babe to hanker after the mo- 
ther's breaſt ; and renders the milk 
more nouriſhing, when ſucked 
from that living fountain, than 


when preſented in a cup; alſo in- 


ſtructs the infant Chriſtian, to de- 
fire, as a new born babe, the fin- 
cere milk of the word, and makes 
him grow thereby. Let us rather 


attend to the character of him who 
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is not a forgetful hearer, but a 
doer of the word. 


| FIRST of all, he looks not on 
this divine ordinance as a mere a- 
muſement, or as an expedient to 
paſs away a little time. He repairs 
not to the place of the holy merely 
to ſee, and be ſeen:-that his curio- 
fity may be gratified with the no- 
velty of the matter :---that his ears 
may be tickled with the melody of 
the voice: that his paſſions may 
be touched by the elegancy of the 

addreſs :---that his mouth may be 
filled with ſome matter of diſ- 
' courſe:---that an angry conſcience 
may be pacified ;---or that an empty 
name may be maintained: but that 
his graces may be quickened; his 
luſts may be mortified ; his temp- 


tations reſiſted ; his doubts reſol- 
| ved; 


, io. 
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ved; his diſcouragements diſpelled; 
his underſtanding may be ſtored 
with truths; his will with holy re- 
ſolutions; his affections with hea- 
venly emotions. In ſhort, that he 
may hear what God the Lord will 
ſay; and that he may profeſs the 
dependence he has on him for the 
knowledge of his will, and inſtruc- 
tion in the way of life. 


For though he is only to hear the 
voice of a man of like paſſions with 
himſelf, he conſiders him as the 
mouth of the living God ſpeaking 
unto him from heaven. Thou art 
going to hear, O my ſoul, not the 
word ſpoken by an angel from the 
bleſſed abodes, whoſe tongue is 
tipt with heavenly eloquence ;--- 
not the word of a king, wherewith 
there is power, commanding deep 
» 0 reſpect 
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reſpect from all that hear: but the 


voice of him who is terrible to the 
kings of the earth; and angels bend 
before him with lowly reverence. 
Inſtead of diminiſhing his reſpect 
to the heavenly meſſage, becauſe 
delivered by a mortal tongue, it fires 
his gratitude to the condeſcending 
Deity ; who once ſpake to the Jews 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, when 
the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt 
among us; and now he ſpeaks un- 
to us by fleſh, having received 


gifts for men, that his terror may 


not make us afraid. 


Ns can be but be all attention, 
when ſo great is the majeſty of the 


Speaker ?-----ſo vaſt the importance 


of the thing ſpoken? No: vain ſpe- 
culation ; no idle tale; no cunning- 


ly deviſed fable: but truths which 
angels 


r io©aui mam. a; aan... 
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angels pry into, and wherein he is 
moſt deeply intereſted; even that 
word which God has r a- 
bove all his nam. 


HAvING, by fervent prayer, and 
ſerious meditation, compoſed his 
wandering thoughts, allayed his 


paſſions, and huſhed his worldly 


cares; he receives with meekneſs 
the ingrafted word. To the hear- 
ing of the ear, he joins the hearing 
of faith. Wiſdom enters into his 
heart, and knowledge is pleaſant 
unto his ſoul. If the reproofs' of 
the word are applicable unto him- 
ſelf, he does not apply them to his 
neighbour, nor hate him that re- 


proveth in the gate. He adores 


that goodneſs that ceaſts not to be a 
reprover; but that makes the word 
to be quick and powerful, ſharper 

+ >; than 
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than any two-edged ſword, and a 
diſcerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart. He obeys the 
voice, and receives correction. If 
the thunders of Sinai ſound their 
trumpet, his belly trembles, and 
rottenneſs enters into his bones. 
Knowing theſe terrors of the Lord, 
he is perſuaded to fly from the 
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wrath to come. Bleſſed foul! he 
is not offended with the ſtrictneſs 


of the precepts: he turns not from 
the holy commandment, though it 
ſhould incroach upon his luſts, or 
worldly intereſts, and coſt himaright 
hand, or a right eye. He eſteems 


no commandment little, on which 


the authority of the great God is 
inſtamped: or difficult, when it 
comes from him who gives power 
to the faint. But chiefly, he 
mixes faith with all thoſe = 


— — — 


* 
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and precious promiſes, which in 
Chriſt are Yea and Amen, and by 
which he is made a partaker of the 
divine nature; Thefe, he knows, 
it is his duty to believe, as well as 
to reverence the reproofs, to obey 
the precepts, or tremble at the 
threatenings. What ſhall we ſay 
more? what he hears, he under- 
ſtands: what he underſtands, he 
remembers: what he remembers, 
he loves: what he loves, he be- 
lieves: and what he believes, he 
practiſes, His life is a continual 
fermon. And not being a forgetful 


hearer, but a doer of the word, he 
ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. - 


Meditation, 


„ ů — — _— 
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Meditation, 


S the intenſe fixing the thought 
on fome heavenly ſubject, till 


either the mind is informed, or 


the heart affected. It may be com- 
pared to the bruiſing of ſweet 
ſpices, which makes them ſpread 
abroad their odour; or to the chew- 


ing of our natural food, which 


makes it fit for being e into 
nouriſhment. 


HAPPY 1s that ſoul, who, being 
renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, 
can retire into himſelf, from the 


hurry of the world, and from the 


ſtorm of paſſion, to converſe with 


God, 


— 


414 My hand hs nd” and as 
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God, and Chriſt, and things above; 
and find, that ſolitude is ſometimes 
beſt ſociety :----who, with his ho- 
ly thoughts, can cheer the dark- 
neſs of the night, and ſoothe the 
labours of the day. While he is 
mufing, the fire of holy love burns; 


vanity 2 and | holineſs ad- 
vances. 


As k you the themes on which 
he dwells? Neither on things that 
are too high for him; nor things 
unprofitable and vain. Inſtead of 
weaving ſpiders webs, or hatching 
cockatrice eggs, like the vile per- 
ſon, who will meditate villany, and 
his heart will work iniquity ; his | 
eyes will prevent the night- 
watches, to meditate of thy fta- 
tutes, O God. When he remem- 
bers thee upon his bed, and medi- 

ä tates 


thy croſs, and mourn for thee 
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tates on thee in the night-watches, 
he will rejoice under the ſhadow 
of thy wings ; his ſoul will follow 


hard after thee, and thy right hand 
ſhall ſuſtain him. . His meditation 
of thee ſhall be ſweet, both when 
the morning fhines, and when the 
evening draws her curtain over 
the world. How great ſhall be 
his peace! How great his ſafety ! 
And how unſpeakable his joy 


Or ſhall thy perſon, and thy 
mediation, O exalted Redeemer! 


what thou art; what thou haſt; and 
what thou haſt done or ſuffered; 
employ his thoughts? When his 
heart ſhall endite a good matter 


concerning thee, his ſoul ſhall be 


filled with marrow and fatneſs. 
He ſhall meditate the agonies of 


whom 
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whom he has pierced ;---- the glo- 
ries of thy preſent ſtate, and rejoice 
in thy highneſs. Thou wilt ſend 
thy holy Spirit to take thy own 
things, and ſhew them unto him, 
that he need not betake himſelf-to 
Antichriſtian aids, of bringing thy 
dying love to his remembrance. 
Though crucifixes and pictures 
| ſhould not meet his eye at every 
turning of the ſtreet; yet will he 
naturally think of thee, the author 
of his life, and centre of his happi- 
neſs, 


OFTENTIMES he will take a trip 
into the world of ſpirits, and come 
back all immortal. His thoughts 
will range in the eternal regions ; 
contemplate the happineſs of the 
heavenly ſtate, which he will com- 
pare wath the reſtleſs agonies of un- 

quenchable 


232 - On meditation; 


quenchable fire; and beholding 
this glory of the Lord, he will ac- 
quire a bleſſed meetneſs for, and 
longing after its enjoyment :—--jill 
think but lightly of his tranſitory 
affliction :-----will be rouſed into an 
holy ardour, to be a follower of 
them who inherit the promiſes :—-- 
will commiſerate their miſtaken 


: ſmiles, who take up the timbrel 


and harp, and rejoice at the ſound 
of the organ. His faith will be 
ſtrengrhened ; his hope invigorated ; 
and though his outward man 
ſhould periſh; yet, for this cauſe, 
he will not faint. | 


Ar other times he will indulge 
the thought of death :-----will con- 
- fider his latter end :-----will fami- 
liarize unto his thoughts the diſ- 


mal ſolemnities of his 'dying 9 
an 


E 
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and fay of the grave, It is nine 
«© houſe.” f 


SHALL T mention, in the next 
place, how he will regard rhe do- 
ings of the Lord, and conſider the 

operations of his hand; that he 
may know what the Moſt High is 
calling for in a way of duty, by 
every merciful interpoſition- of pro- 
vidence; and by every frowning 
diſpenſation; and that, like a man 
of wiſdom, he may hear his voice, 
and fee his name. 


Bur we muſt not at all forget, 
how he communes with his heart; 
how his ſpirit makes diligent 
fearch; how he confiders himſelf, 
leſt. he be tempted; and what is 
that fin which eaſily beſets him. 
For thus he guards the avenues of 
Vol. II. Y temptation, 
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temptation, becauſe he knows what 
is the plague of his heart. What 
ſhall we ſay more of him? In the 
divine law, © he meditates day and 
„ night; and ſhall be like a tree 
“ planted by the river of water, that 
* bringeth forth fruit in his ſea- 
« ſon. His leaf alſo ſhall not wi- 
* ther; and whatſoever he doth 
* ſhall proſper.” 


On ſinging of praiſe, 


WW HERE can grave, ſweet me- 

lody be applied with ſuch 
propriety, as to the ſacred ſubjects 
of religion? By this, devotion is 
invigorated; joy is heightened into 
rapture; divine truths are better 


im preſſed 
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impreſſed upon the heart, and in- 
fixed into the memory. Diſtem- 
pered paſſions are allayed ; and hea- | 
venly affections are inſpired. Even 
as the hand of the Lord was upon 
the prophet, when he called for a 
minſtrel; and the evil ſpirit depart- 
ed from the king of Iſrael, while 
David touched, with his fkilful 
hand, the ſweet reſounding harp. 
From the moſt early ages, and from. 
the moſt remote places of the world, 


have we heard ſongs, even glory to 
the righteous. 


To this heavenly mirth the 
Chriſtian is inſpired, not by the 
fumes of wine, wherein is exceſs; 
but being filled with the Spirit, he 
ſpeaks to himſelf in pſalms, hymns, - 
and ſpiritual ſongs; ſinging and 
making melody in his heart unto _ 

„ the 
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the Lord. He makes the voice of his 
praiſe to be heard, not only. i in the 
public aſſembly, but in his private 
dwelling. - Though there are pecu- 
liar ſeaſons of this duty, when it is 
more remarkably incumbent; yet 


be ſees abundant reaſon to bleſs the 


Lord at all times, and to have his 
praiſe continually flowing trom his 
lips. Even in the night of his diſ- 
treſs, oft-times he has a ſong ; when 
all joy would ſeem ro be darkened; 
when his harp would ſeem to be 
turned into mourning, and' his or- 
gan intothe voice of them that weep. 
Thus Paul, with Silas, ſung at the 
dead bour of midnight; though 
their backs were coloured with 1g- 
nominious ſcourges, and their feet 
made faſt in the flocks. | 
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lody of the voce; yet, by itſelf a- 
lone, he accounts it no more but 
bodily exerciſe, that profits little. 
Therefore he uſes it only in a ſub- 
ſerviency to his devotion ; and reſts 
not in it as his ultimate end. What 
he chiefly attends unto, is, that he 
may fing praiſes with underſtand- 
ing, and with grace. | 


His praiſing is his reaſonable 
ſervice. And though the ſubject 
fung ſhould not exactly ſuit his 
own caſe; though it ſhould be 
ſome dreadful imprecation, uttered 
by the Spirit of prophecy ---ſome 
high attainment, to-which he is not 
arrived ;---ſome deep diſtreſs, which 
himſelf is unacquainted with: yet, 
by ejaculatory prayers, and ſerious 
meditation, he can digeſt even theſe 
ſeemingly foreign ſubjects into the 
SE 3. maarih- 
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nouriſhment of his ſoul, and ſing 


of them, to the mm and glory of 
God. | 


As far as in him lies, he wants 
to have thoſe affections ſet a work- 
ing, and thoſe graces educed into 
exerciſe, that are naturally requi- 
red by the theme of which he ſings: 
be they holy joy, fervent love, 
burning gratitude, reverential fear, 
or godly ſorrow. But chiefly the 
grace of faith muſt never fail to be 
acted, in this as in other parts of 
worſhip. Chriſt is the chief mu- 
fician, to whom his ſongs are in- 
foeribed. Chriſt is his altar, by 
1 which he offers up this ſacrifice of 
ai amine, 


AND here can 1 forget to ws 


brate the fulneſs and variety of chat 
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Kttle Bible, compoſed by the wad 
brew king and prophet? What at- 
tribute of God does he not deſcribe 
in lofty numbers? What work 
ſuffers he to paſs uncelebrated or 
unſung? What moral duty ; what 
Chriſtian grace, is not here empha- 
tically recommended What poſ- 
ſible caſe is not here painted? To 
what diſtemper of the ſoul may we 
not find here a ſovereign remedy ? 
Here the ſecure may find what is 
proper for their awakening; the 
diſconſolate for reviving ; the doubt- 
ing for directing; the feeble for 
ſupporting, to make them be as 

David. What mortal pen can & 
qual the ſublimity of his thoughts; 
the livelineſs of his metaphors ; 
the majeſty of his deſcriptions? 
Which of his pſalms may not ſay, 
A Jam a Teaph ully and wonderfully 


made? 
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„made?“ When he diſplays che 
glory of the God of Iſrael, thou- 
ſands of mighty angels ſtand be- 
fore him; © God is in the midſt of 
them, as in mount Sinai.” Now 


he flies on the wings of the wind, 


and rides on flaming cherubim, 
His ligbtnings lighten the world; 
The earth trembles at his approach. 
The mountains melt as the ſnow 
that covers them, The founda- 
tions of the world are diſcovered: 
The floods drive back their tides, 
The mountains ſkip like rams. 
Now he ſets him on a throne, of 
which juſtice and judgment are the 
foundation; and mercy, accompa- 
nied with truth, go before his face. 
Now he deſcribes the fierceneſs of 
his anger; and raing down ſnares, 
fire, brimſtone, and an horrible 
tempeſt. Darting his eye through 
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diſtant ages, he brings down the 
Son of God to dwell i in clay; a bo- 
dy is prepared him. The Jews are 
filled with rage againſt the Lord's 

Anointed. He hears his melan- 
choly groans. Sees his heart melt- 
ing like wax in the midſt of his 
bowels. - But he leaves Not. his ſoul 
in hell. Meſſias lives; aſcends on | 

high; and leads captivity captive. 
Rejoice, ye worlds of bleſſedneſs; 
Be lifced up, ye everlaſting doors, 
ard the King of glory Man come in. 


| On proper. 
per 2 the "x honour- 
able, the moſt pleaſurable, and 
the moſt beneficial of all exerciſes, 
be next our theme. In this we con- 
verſe 
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verſe with the eternal Mind, and 
contract a bleſſed familiarity with 
that all-glorious Being, whoſe fa - 
vour is better than life, whoſe 
frown is worfe than death. By 
this we taſte more exquiſite delights, 
than all the pleaſures of ſin can 
boaſt; than all the vanities of the 
world can beſtow. By this every 
mercy is ſanctified; every affliction 
is alleviated; every holy diſpoſi- 
tion is invigorated; every corrupt 
affection is weakened; and every 
temptation is reſiſted. 


Now, prayer, in the moſt gene- 
ral and abſtracted notion of that 
word, may be deſcribed, The ſpeech 
of the rational creature unto God, 
whether conceived in the heart, or 
uttered by the mouth ; whereby we 


either celebrate his amiable perfec- 
tions: 
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tions; confeſs our own defects; im- 
plore his divine power for the mer- 
cies we want; or thank him for the 
bleſſings we have received. 


Bur let us more particularly at- 
tend unto his character, of whom 
it may be ſaid, © Behold, he pray- 
* eth.“ And, firſt of all, deteſt- 
ing their abominable 1dolatries, who 
direct their religious addreſſes ei- 
ther to theſe imaginary beings, 
that never perhaps did ſo much as 
exiſt; or thoſe beings which have 
indeed a real exiſtence, but no di- 
vinity, ſeeing they are all the crea- 
tures of God, and many of them 
the works of mens hands. God, 
and God alone, is the object of his 
adoration; who only can hear; 
who only can judge; who only can 
anſwer the prayers that are made: 

3 for 
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for his knowledge is infallible; for 


his equity is inflexible ; for his 


power is irreſiſtible. O thou that 
_ © heareſt prayer, unto'thee ſhall all 
* fleſh come.” Nor {hall an; rot- 
ten diſtinction deviſed by the Anti- 
chriſtian * church, ever induce me 
to entertain a favourable thought 
of that palpable violation of thy 
law; who haſt expreſsly command- 
ed in thy word, Thou ſhalt wor- 
« . yp the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou fear. 8 


| 'Bor ms ſhall he, whoſe cha- 
racter is a miſerable ſinner, dare 
to approach that tremendous Ma- 
jeſty, in whoſe preſence. the fooliſh 
ſhall not ſtand ; who hears not ſin- 
ners; who abhors the workers of in- 
iquity? The mediation of Jeſus 


Chriſt i is the ſole, 18 the happy ſo- 
| lation 
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lution of this knot. To his care 
he directs all his petitions. His 
name he mentions in faith and in 
righteouſneſs ; and finds a gracious 
acceptance. If, as we are inform- 
ed in hiſtory, the king Admetus was 
reconciled to . Themiſtocles, when 
the latter taking the young prince 
in his arms, preſented him to the 
Father; ſhall not much more a 
gracious God ſhew favour, compla- 
cency, and love unto ſinners, who, 
though unworthy in themſelves, 
yet bring the dearly beloved Son of 
God in the arms of their faith, ſay- 
ing, See, O God, our ſhield, and 
look upot the face of thine An- 
© ointed,”” By him the humble 
ſupplicant draws near to God, of 
whom it is faid, © This is my be- 
* loved Son, in whom I am well 
* pleaſed.” 87 
„Voi. . 2 As 
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As in the ſacred ſtory, the an- 
gel of Manoah aſcended in the ſmoke 
of his offering; ſo Chriſt aſcends in 
the incenſe of all his prayers, and 
brings them near the throne of his 
heavenly Father. By him he has 
acceſs with confidence. Towards 
him he bends his eye in all his ſup- 
plications; even as the ancient 
Jews never did pray, but with their 
faces towards the holy temple at 


Jeruſalem, though at the preateſt 
diſtance from them, 


| THE word of God is the only 

rule by which he regulates his de- 
votions, both as to the time, the 
place, the matter, the manner. By 
this he 1s taught, that as no time 1s 
unfit, ſo no place is improper for 
this honourable duty. Though 
chere are ſtated times of public and 
private 
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private devotion, which he chear- 
fully obſerves; and though it is 
the joy of his ſoul to join with his 
fellow · worſhippers in places that 
are appointed for the aſſembling of 
the church; yet he never can think, 
that prayers which are made in 
canonical hours, or conſecrated 
places, are of greater efficacy on that 
account. The labours of the day 
he begins with prayer; he mixes 
with prayer; he finiſhes with pray- 
er. He is more anxious to get 
a praying heart, than to find a 
place; for he remembers how Jere- 
miah could pray in the dungeon; 
Daniel in the den of lions; Jonah in 
the belly of thefiſh; Hezekiah upon 
his bed; Nehemiah in the king's 
preſence ; Peter on the houſe- top; 
Paul on the ſhore; and Chriſt in 
the garden. He conſiders, that 
Z 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt is an omnipreſent temple; 
and therefore litts up holy hands 
in every place, 


Bu the ſame unerring rule he is 
directed to have a ſpecial care, that 
the matter of his addreſſes be a- 
greeable to the divine nature and 
will. The bodily geſture he uſes 
is free from irreverence on the one 
hand, and from ſuperſtition on the 
other. Bowing, kneeling, bodily 
proſtration, elevation of the hands 
and eyes, uncovering of the head, 


are the outward expreſſions of his 
inward reverence, But ludicrous 


and antic ceremonies, Phariſaical 
diſguiſings of the face, he avoids, 
as tending to beget a contempt of 
religion in the minds of ſpecta- 
tors, inſtead of imprinting a re- 


verence. The words of his mouth 
are 
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are neither too low and familiar 
on the one hand, nor too high and 
affected on the other; far leſs are 
they unintelligible, and pronounced 
in an unknown tongue. Foras the 
prieſts offered incenſe when the 
lamps were lighted ; ſo when he 
prays in the Spirit, he prays with 
theunderſtanding alſo. The words 
which the Holy Ghoſt teaches, he 
prefers before all others. He uſes not 
vain repetitions; as though much 
ſpeaking were the thing that re- 
commends him te the Almighty. 
A multitude of words he knows 
very well, is not that importunity 
which availeth much in the fervent 
prayer of the righteous. For thougly 
the geſture of the body ſhould be 
ever ſo decent, and the words of 
the mouth ever ſo well choſen ; he 
knows very well, that ſtill one thing 
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is lacking, and indeed the principal 
thing, the diſpoſition of the heart ; 
which if it is not right with God, 


the moſt lowly geſtures, and themoſt 


elegant expreſſions, are but a ſmoke 
in his noſtrils, and a fire that burn» 
eth all the day. 


On Mourning or F. afting. 


Au R, ye profane, and prove 
your miſery by your ſmiles. 
What though games and revelry 
ſhould ſnatch your hours away, and 
your whole life ſhould ſeem but one 
continual feſtivity ? Miſerable crea- 


tures! while you dance on the 


brink of a tremendous precipice, 
in a moment you deſcend into the 
grave; and drop into that place, 

where 
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where all joy is darkened, and 
horror reigns in everlaſting triumph. 
Commend me to that awful joy 
that dwells with him that is poor 
and of a contrite ſpirit, 


A PERSON of this holy temper is 
not a ſtranger to natural chearful- 
neſs; far leſs to ſpiritual joy. But 
he endeavours to repreſs that vain 
and frothy mirth, which inſtead of 
doing good as a medicine, will eat 
as doth a canker. He waters with 
his tears even the pardon of his 
ſins; and cannot think onthe tranſ- 
greſſions of his paſt life, without 
real emotions of grief. For though 
they will never ſubject him to con- 
demnation from God ; for this very 
reaſon he condemns himſelf the 
more. He is often heard, like 
Ephraim, bemoaning himſelf, and 


mourning - 
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mourning like a dove in the valley, 
for the ſad prevalence of the body 
of ſin and death. He can drop a 
generous tear for the miſeries of 
his fellow-creatures, and remem- 


bers them that are in bonds as 


bound with them. He cannot but 
be grieved with tranſgreſſors; can- 
not but be vexed with 'the filthy 
converſation of the wicked ; cannot 
but figh and cry for all the a- 
bominations that are committed 
in the land of his nativity. He 
ſatisfies not himſelf with open cen- 
ſures of public evils, which may 
proceed from -pride and malice; 
but weeps for them, like Jeremiah, 
in ſecret place: -and thus he proves 


his real charity; his ſincere regard 


to the divine honour; and diſinter- 
eſted benevolence to men. More- 


over, that he delivers his own ſoul _ 
from 
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from the guilt of thoſe ſins for 


which he mourns. If the church 
of God is involved in great diſtreſs ; 


if ſhe is under perſecution; or, 
what 1s infinitely worſe, if the 
bulk of her ſons and daughters are 
labouring under a lamentable decay 
as to the power of godlineſs; if 
her paſtors are brutiſh ; if her ordi- 
nances are barren; if her doctrine is 
corrupted; if her government is 
neglected; if her diſciphne is per- 
verted; if her unity is broken; 
then he is ſorrowful for the ſolemn 
aſſembly: he weeps when he re- 
members Zion; like Nehemiah, 
who was the king's cup- bearer; 
and like you, ye captives of Baby- 
lon, when ye hanged your harps 
upon the willows. 


He follows for his pattern the . 
eminent 


indeed they are to loud and jovial 
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eminent apoſtle of the Gentiles; 
who ſerved the Lord with many 
tears, warning every man; who. 
had continual ſorrow in his heart 
for his brethren according to the 
fleſh; and could not, without 
weeping, ſo much as mention the 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, But 
chiefly he looks on him whom he 
has pierced, and mourns for thee, 


O ſuffering Redeemer! *© Surely 
* thou haff borne our griefs, and 


*& carried our ſorrows.” We have 
often heard of thy tears, but never 
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O GREATLY wiſe, whoſe heart is 
in the houſe of mourning ! ſtrangers 


mirth, and to the drunkards noiſy 
ſong; but not unto the ſmile at 
— and the calm ſun-ſhine of the 
mind, 
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mind. For them Chriſt is anointed 
to preach glad tidings; to give 
them the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garments of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs. With them the 
Holy One will deign to dwell, before 
all palaces and temples. Even now 
he keeps a bottle for their tears; 
and is mindful of them, as they 
were written in a book. A time 
approaches when, with his own 
kindly hand, he will wipe them 


for ever from their eyes; and they 


who have gone forth weeping, bear- 


ing precious feed, ſhall bring back 
their ſheaves with rejoicing. 


On the Sacrament of the Supper. 


T T was in that fatal night, when 
the accurſed traitor had reſolved, 
with 
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eminent apoſtle of the Gentiles; 
who ſerved the Lord with many 
tears, warning every man; who. 
had continual ſorrow in his heart 
for his brethren according to the 
fleſh; and could not, without 
weeping, ſo much as mention the 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt. But 
chiefly he looks on him whom he 
has pierced, and mourns for thee, 


O ſuffering Redeemer! *© Surely 
thou haſt borne our griefs, and 


* carried our ſorrows.” We have 
often heard of thy tears, but never 
| of thy laughter, 


O GREATLY wiſe, whoſe heart is 
in the houſe of mourning ! ſtrangers 
indeed they are to loud and jovial 
mirth, and to the drunkards noiſy 
ſong; but not unto the ſmile at 
— and ms calm ſan-ſhine of the 
mind. 
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mind. For them Chriſt is anointed 
to preach glad tidings; to give 
them the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garments of praiſe for the 
ſpirit ofheavineſs. With them the 
Holy One will deign to dwell, before 
all palaces and temples. Even now 
he keeps a bottle for their tears; 
and is mindful of them, as th 
were written in a book. A time 
approaches when, with his own 
kindly hand, he will wipe them 
for ever from their eyes; and they 
who have gone forth weeping, bear- 
ing precious feed, ſhall bring back 
their ſheaves with rejoicing. 


On the Sacrament of the Supper. 


T T was in that fatal night, when 
the accurſed traitor had reſolved, 
with 
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with calm, deliberate malice, upon 
the moſt unworthy terms, to be- 
tray his Lord and Mafter into the 
hands of ſinners. Ah! curſed luſt 


of gold, to what enormous crimes 


doſt thou puſh on the human race! 
O heart impenetrably hard, which 
was not ſoftened by all the endear- 
ing ſpeeches and deportment of the 
meek and dying Saviour -The 
rulers of the Jews were met in 
cloſe cabal; and thirſting for the 
blood of the innocent Lamb of 
God, who takes away the fin of the 


world; they concerted meaſures 


for apprehending him, like a no- 
torious diſturber of the peace, and 
troubleſome peſt of ſociety. Their 
dark deſigns were not unknown to 
the wiſe Redeemer, whoſe penetra- 
ting eye beheld them through the 


deepeſt ſhades, Full well he knew the 
| ſueceſs 
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ſucceſs their enterprize was to meet 
with, according to the plan laid 
down in the eternal council of the 
ſkies. He was: not unappriſed of 
the inglorious and agonizing death 
which was immediately before him ; 
nor of the ſtill more diſmal con- 
fi with angry Omnipotence. 
Gethſemane can tell how he, the 
heavenly vine, was ſqueezed in the 
wine-preſs-of the wrath of God, till, 
from his opened pores, even in the 
cold night, and on the cool ground, 
there iſſued forth great drops of 
bloody ſweat. Under all theſe 
direful apprehenſions, he enjoyed 
a calm ſerenity of mind; and mix- 
ed familiar diſcourſe with his diſ- 
ciples at the laſt paſſover-ſupper. 
If the laſt words, and dying actions 
of our friends, claim our peculiar 


regard; the laſt concluding ſcene 
Vol. II. Aa of 
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of our Redeemer's life is ten thou- 
ſand times more worthy our atten- 
tion. It was in thoſe precious mo- 
ments, he, as the King of Iſrael, 
inſtituted the commemorating. or- 
dinance of the ſupper. No more, 
ye true Iſrael of God, ſhall ye 
practiſe the bloody rites which I 
commanded Moſes, in memory of 
your deliverance from the bondage 
of Pharaoh: Now that my blood 


is as good as ſhed; and I, who am 
the true paſſover-· lamb, on the brink 


of being ſacrificed for you; be it 
enacted, That, in all ſucceeding ge- 
nerations, the ſimple elements of 
bread and wine be my only memo- 
rials. 


. HaD this ordinance been of 2 
trifling nature; a matter of indiffer- 


ence; and but of ſhort duration; 
who 
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who can perſuade themſelves, that 
a perſon of ſuch conſummate wiſ@ | 
dom, would have employed thoſe 
valuable hours, in giving any in- 
junctions about it to the dejected 
apoſtles? The holy evangeliſts re- 
cord it; and the choſen veſſel to 
bear God's name unto the 
Gentiles, adds his confirmation : 
“For I have received,” ſays he, 
* from the Lord that which I alſo 
« delivered unto you, That in the 
* ſame night wherein he was be- 
* trayed,” he appointed this ex- 


preſſive ordinance to be perpetuated 
in the church. 


Lo! he takes the bread which 
was before him on the table; bread, 

which is the ſtaff of life; bread, 

which ſtrengtheneth the heart. He 

bleſſed it; not for a natural uſe, as 
Aa2 ordinary 
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ordinary bread is ſanctified by pray- 
er for common purpoſes ; but he 
bleſſed it for extraordinary purpoſes, 
and ſapernatural ends. As man, 
he craved; as God, he. beſtowed 
the bleſling.-----He breaks it: he 
gives it into the hands of the 
apoſtles. Take with your fingers; 
eat with your mouths, he ſays, 
this conſecrated bread. For this, 
and not the roaſted fleſh of the 
paſſover-lamb, is, by my own 
appointment, the ſign and ſymbol 
of my body, broken by the ſtroke 
of juſtice in your law-room and 
place. Supper being ended, and 
the wine poured out to his hand, 
he takes the cup; he bleſſes it; 
he gives it to his diſciples. The 
wine which is contained in this 
cup of bleſſing, which I give you, 
is an emblem of my blood; by 

; which, 
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which, not the Old, but the New 
Teſtament, is confirmed: of my | 
blood, which is now about to be 
ſhed ; not in typical ſacrifices, but 
in my real crucifixion, Shed, not 
for the remiſſion of ceremonial 
guilt unto a few Iſraelites; but for 
the remiſſion of the numerous ſins 
againſt the moral law, both unto 
Jews and Gentiles, 


YE that are the lovers of Chriſt 
in ſincerity, reverence his dying 
command, who ſaid, Do this in 
* remembrance of me.” Had he 
left us in charge to do ſome great 
thing; to practiſe ſome burdenſome 
rite; to obſerve ſome unintelligible 
. ceremony, whoſe meaning was not 
eaſy to take up; we ought to have 
been all ſubmiſſion. How much 
more, when he only bids eat the 
conſecrated bread, and drink the 
Aa3- conſecrated 
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conſecrated cup, as a memorial of 


him to all generations? 


GREAT is your privilege! ex- 
alted is your honour! who eat 
bread in the kingdom of Gad, and 
are worthy partakers in this 
myſterious feaſt. Here Chriſt 1s 


clearly crucified before you; and 


you taſte, that the Lord is gracious, 
Let the deluded followers of the 
Antichriſt of Rome, fall down to 
their breaden deity, and fondly 
dream of ſwallowing the real fleſh 
of the Redeemer. Ye have not fo 
learned Chriſt; for ye know, that 
the fleſh profiteth nothing. Mon- 
ſtrous abſurdity! unprofitable and 
ſenſeleſs vanity ! the belief where- 


of none can profeſs, who renoun- 


ces not all his ſenſe, and bids not 
adieu to reaſon, without being 


guilty 
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guilty of the groſſeſt hypocriſy. 


Or if any can believe for true ſuch 


a glaring lie, let us tremble at the 
ſtrong deluſion. 


No wonder the adverſary, who 
ſits in the temple of God, and exalts 
himſelf above all that is called by 


that tremendous name, ſhould fear- - 


fully disfigure this holy inſtitution, 
by his curſed abominations. No 


wonder, that, in numerous 1n- 


ſtances, they are guilty of ſacrile- 
gious mangling ; and, in numerous 
inſtances, of preſumptuous and hor- 
rible adding 'to this important or- 
dinance of the ſupper. For here, 
as in a medal, there are engraven 
in miniature the characters of dy- 
ing love; and in the conſcientious 
diſcharge of this commanded duty, 


the ſoul 1s ſatisfied as with marrow 
and fatneſs. 


FULL 
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FULL oft the true Chriſtian 
can tell, how, in this holy ſupper, 
his diſeaſes are cured, his deſires 
are ſatisfied, and his diſcourage- 
ments converted into exultations: 
whilſt he feeds, not on the bare and 
empty fychibols, obvious to the 
corporeal touch; but on the hidden 
manna Gonified by the external 
elements, and obvious to faith 
alone. What wonder, his body 
and his blood afford ſuch heart: felt 
fatisfaQion to the believer in the 
ſacrament ; when even the heart of 
God was infinitely delighted there- 
with, while on the croſs he offered 
himſelf through the eternal Spirit! 
This is the true bread, with which 
the angels food may not compare. 
This the true wine, which rejoiceth 
the heart of man; and even makes 
glad the heart of - God. When 
blooming 
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blooming in ſpiritual health, this 
makes you grow; or if you lan- 
guiſh under woful decays, this 


will reſtore your ſouls again. At 


this banquet of wine, the King wall 
give commandment, to put to 
death the wicked Haman of this 
and that corruption, Yea, © what 
* is thy petition?” will he ſay, 
* and what is thy requeſt? it ſhall 
* be granted unto the whole of the 
* kingdom.” | 


BL Ess ED be that bleeding love, 
who inſtituted theſe holy rites, for 
the remembrance of ' itſelf. But 
curſed be that impious ſuperſtition, 
which, not content with the plain» 
neſs and fimplicity of the original 
commandment, goes about to re- 
fine the ordinance, and trick it up 
in robes of human ceremonies. 
Glory 
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Glory to God, for that happy 
providence which ordered our lot 
in theſe reformed lands; where we 
have open acceſs to worſhip God, 
1n his own comely order. The mals; 
an unmeaning word, an unſcriptu- 
ral name, worthy to be uſed for 
ſuch an antiſcriptural abomination; 
the maſs is now baniſhed from our 
high-favoured iſland, with all its 
magical rites, and baſe idolatries. 
Bleſſed be God for this mercy, 


| Vain man would be wiſe 
though born a fool, even like the colt 
of thewild aſs. In no inſtance have 
the children of men bewrayed their 
ignorance and folly more than this, 
attempting to improve and amend 
the ordinances of Heaven, with 
their own puny inventions. The 
plainneſs of the elements, and the 
ſimplicity 
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ſimplicity of the actions, have given 


them offence; and therefore they 
will deck the ſimple ordinances 


with gaudy pompous rites. Why 


are they not offended alſo at the in- 


glorious croſs? why not diſclaim 
the lowly Saviour alſo; who made 
no ſplendid appearance in the days 
of his fleſh, but wore the humble 
garb of poverty? As .the carnal 


Jews would not receive a mean 


deſpiſed Saviour, but wanted a 


Meſſias that ſhould be diſtinguiſh- 
ed with worldly grandeur; fo car- 
nal Chriſtians will have carnal ordi- 
nances, and a worldly ſanctuary, or 
they can ſee no glory in them. But 
thoſe who are endued with the 


Spirit of wiſdom and illumination, 
behold a glory in the naked ordi- 


nance, which they ſearch for in vain 
in all the ſolemn fopperies of man's 
| invention. 
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invention. It was not the privilege 
of every one who converſed with 
the incarnate Redeemer to behold 
his glory, as the glory of the only 
begotten of the Father. Nor can 
every one diſcern in the ſacramen- 
tal ſymbols the body of the Lord. 
« Verily thou art a God that hideſt 
„ thyſelf, O God of Iſrael the Sa- 
« yiour.” It is only they, the deſire 
of whoſe ſoul is towards thee, and 
towards the remembrance of thy 
name, who ſhall ſee thy power and 
thy glory in the ſanctuary. 


On the a divine inſtitution of the 
Sabbath _ | 


N OW had fix days gniſhed their 
rounds: the heavens, and the 
earth 
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Creator's hand. He, from his high 


and holy place, reviewing with 


delight his recent works, as yet un- 


ſtained by ſin, pronounced them all 


very good. And he reſted on the 
ſeventh day, from all his work 


« which he had made. And God 


© Hhlefled the ſeventh day and 
© ſanctified it: becauſe that on it 


4 God reſted from all his work that 
God created and made.” How _ 
bleſſed it? How ſantified it? To © 


be ſure the Sabbath was made for 
man, as the Lord of the Sabbath 
tells us. He bleſſed it; he 
ſanctified it; becauſe he ordained, 


that every ſeventh day ſhould be 


employed, by his newly- formed 
creature, in holy exerciſes. Was 
it not then, that the morning-ſtars 


_ earth; and all their hoſt, had un- 
derwent the laſt retouches of their 
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did ſing together, and all the 
angel - ſons of God ſhouted for joy? 


BuT ſoon, ah! ſoon was the 
harmony interrupted. Man, being 
in honour, did not abide. Full ſoon 
the foul impoſtor, found means to 
involve in his apoſtacy our wretch- 
ed race. Here, if mercy had not 
interpoſed, the Sabbath would have 
been for ever at an end. For he, 
whoſe juſtice 1s inflexibly ſevere, 
would never have conſented to ac- 
cept of any religious homage from 
his fallen rebellious creature. But 
having from eternity propoſed to re- 
| ſore us again to his love, favour, 
and image, by the mediation of his 
Son Jeſus; he comes, and preaches 
peace to our trembling firſt parents. 
Who can ſuſpect, that the Sabbath 


ſhould be now ſuperſeded unto 


him? 
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him? that ſuch a holy inſtitution 
ſhould be diſcontinued; and its 
obſervance neglected by Adam and 

his belizving ſeed? Surely this 
law was not firſt given by Moſes. 
Is it not evidgnt, that great law- 
giver ſpeaks of it as a thing in uſe 
before the giving of the law? The 
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glorious JEHOV AH had not yet 


. uttered all theſe words from amidit 
the thunders of Sinai; yet even 


then the manna was . miraculouſly 
reſtrained on the ſeventh day; and 


what they gathered on the 
day before, miraculouſly preſer- 
ved from putrefaction. And 
it came to paſs that there went 
out ſome of the people on the 
ſeventh day to gather, and they 
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unto Moſes, How long refuſe ye 
to keep my commandments, and 
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found none. And the Lord ſaid 
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* my laws? ſee for that the Lord 
5 hath given you the Sabbath, 

** therefore he giveth you on the 


* Gxth day the bread of two days. 
Abide ye every man in his place.” 
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To what original ſhall we trace 
up the cuſtom, which univerſally 
obtained among all nations, the 
Roman and the Greek? Can any 
natural reaſon be aſſigned for it, 
like what may be aſſigned for the 
diviſion of time into months and 
years? Can we reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
they would copy it from the deſpi- 
ſed nation of Jews? Is it not more 
than probable, that it was an 
ancient tradition ; conveyed from 
the firſt man; and preſerved among 
his apoſtate race, when its true 
deſign was forgotten? 


Mar 


ve * 


Mar we not then more than 
preſume, that the ordinance of 
the Sabbath, was an eminent pars. 
of the religion/ even 'of the Patri- 
archal age? and that it was on 
this day a very ancient ſacred 
writer informs us, the ſons of God 


came to front fee pai 
him? 


BuT now God ada his 
ſanctuary among the peculiar peo- 
ple of the ſews. Ho great a part 
this was of their national religion, 
is witneſſed both in their law, their 
prophets, and in the n of 87 
church. _ 


Lr u deten 6 to the e the 
Meſſiah; who indeed has aboliſh- 
ed the ceremonial law, but has not 
made the ordinance of the weekly 

B bg! Sabbath 


% 
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Sabbath to ceaſe. Why did you 
reproach him, O malicious Pha- 
riſees, as though he had been a 
Sabbath-breaker, who indeed was 
Lord of the Sabbath-day? On the 
Sabbath day he honoured the ſyna- 
gogue-worſhip with his preſence. 
And ſpeaks of it as an ordinance 
which he was to perpetuate in his 
church after his reſurrection.“ Pray, 
fays he, © to his difciples, that 
your flight be not in the winter, 


% nor on the Sabbath- day.“ 


Ir is true indeed, we that are 
Chriſtians, do not obſerve unto the 
Lord the ſeventh, but the firſt day 
of the week; but we obſerve one 
day in ſeven, which is the ſubſtance 
of the commandment. If the Lord 
of the Sabbath ſhall eſtabliſh this 
alteration by his authority, who 


can reaſonably find fault? 
P 


ehen 
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Ir the day on which he roſe from 
the dead be the day which is called 
the Lord's: if on the firſt day of the 
week the primitive Chriſtians, even 
in apoſtolic times, did aſſemble for 
religious purpoſes; did hear the 
word; did celebrate the ſupper; 


did lay by them in ſtore, as God 


had proſpered them; ſhall we not 
conclude, that it is che will of God, 
that now the ſeventh day ſhall 
give place unto the firſt? Hereby 
is intimated to you, Chriſtians, 


that ye are not firſt to work, and 


then to reſt, as under the ancient 
covenant of works ; but that in the 
order. of the new covenant, your 


privilege precedes your duty, and 


your labour follows after "Ro Felt. 


_ 


0 THOU queen of — ſhall we 
not count thee. our delight, and 


thou 
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thou holy of the Lord honourable? 
Be ſhut our heart to-vain thoughts, 
Let no idle diſcourſe flow from 
our tongue. Let us not only reſt 
from ſervile labour, but chiefly 
from all our ſinful, and from all 
our legal works. Then, ſhall this 
earthly reſt he but a ſweet prelude 


of chat eternal Sabbath they art 


now celebrating, who died in the 


Lord, and their works did follow 


them. | | 

On the . of ordinances , 
"a The: in hs —_— favs 
David, is better than a 


4 thouſand: 1 had rather be a door- 
* keeper in the houſe of my God, 


than to dwell in the tents of 


os wickedneſs *. ” 
®* Plal, IXXIiv. 10. 


NEVER 


a «a 1 — 1 . 1 + 


_ 
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NxvER did any words proceed 
out of the mouth of the ſweet ſing- 
er of Iſrael, in which more of that 
noble character, the man after 
God's own heart, appeared. In 
this beautiful ode, where piety 
ſtrives with elegance, the royal 
pſalmiſt extols the happineſs of thoſe 
who have it in their power to 
attend upon the divine ordinances; 
the whole pſalm being an illuſtra- 
tion of that rapturous introductory 
exclamation, © How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord God of 
„ hoſts!” He not only pronounces 
them truly bleſſed, who perpetual- 
ly reſided in God's tabernacle; but 
alſo them who travelled thither 
from the moſt diſtant parts of 
Judea, three times in the year; 
though the weather was rainy, and 
the journey was tedious. By a 

ſtrong 
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ſtrong poetical flight, he ſeems to 
envy the little birds that neſted near 
the altars of his King and God, 
from which himfelf was now de- 
barred. 

THz ſubje of which he ſpeaks 
in this text, is the courts and houſe 


of his God. By which we are to' 


underſtand, the tabernacle, or that 


magnificent tent which Moſes rear- 


ed up in the wilderneſs, and which, 
at this time, was the royal palace 
of the mighty King. 


Conoratrond this tabernacle, he 


affirms two very remarkable things. 


„ A par * thy courts is 
better than a thouſand.” A 
divine ſentence indeed! The cele- 


brated Roman orator, long after, 


hit upon a thought that bears ſome 
| __ 


® RLood a a : a. oa 
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ſmall reſemblance to this: One 
* day, O philoſophy, ſpent in obey- 
ing thy precepts, is to be far pre- 
&« ferred to a ſinning immortality.” 
Here that ſaying is brought to paſs, 
* One ſhall chace a thouſand.” A 
day in thy courts, that is ſpent in 
the exerciſes of devotion, and 
abſtracted from the cares of the 
world, 1s not only equal to two 
days, or ten days, or twenty days, 
in any other place; but better than 
a thouſand days, or, if you will, a 
thouſand years, yea, than a thou- 
ſand ages. And though the happy 
perſon who enjoys but one day of 
communion with God, were to re- 
ſign his breath that very evening, 
and never more behold the outgo- 
ings of the morning; he need not 
retract his aſſertion as too bold 
and daring, when he conſiders, 

| -that 


300 On the benefit of ordinances. 
chat a day in the courts below of 
fellowſhip with God, is a ſure 


earneſt of 1 days in the 
courts above. oo aa Hr 


« 10 HAD rather be a. door-keep- 
„er in the houſe: of my God, 
than dwell in the tents of wick- 
_ *'edneſs.” Let us here obſerve, 
how the pſalmiſt, not content 
with approving the things that 
are excellent in a {ſpeculative 
-manner, makes a particular and 
practical choice of them for him- 
ſelf. The contraſt between the 
houſe of God, and the tents of 
wickedneſs ; and betwixt being a 
_ door-keeper in the one, and an in- 
dweller in the other; is abundantly 
ſtriking. At this time the houſe 
of God was but a tent, He ſpeaks 


as it were a palace, The houſes 
of 
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of the wicked were perhaps ſump- 
tuous and magnificent palaces. He 
ſtiles them but the tents of wicked- 
neſs, Here it is natural to think, 
how the divine preſence can 
aggrandize a cent into a palace: but 
if God be abſent from a palace; 
if the voice of riot, inſtead of pray- 
er and 'praife, is heard in it; if it 
is inhabited by doleful creatures, 
as all wicked men are; it is more 
deſpicable in the eye of God, than 
the moſt ragged cottage can be in 
the eye of men. 


On the excelleney Chriſtianity. 


JET this man glory in his 

illuſtrious anceſtors, and think 
himſelf intitled to the honour and 
eſteem of others, becauſe deſcend- 
"Vena. e ed 
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ed of. the worthy and renowned. 
Vet if he does not at all inherit 
their ſuppoſed virtues, the nobility 
of his birth is the ſtain of his re- 
putation ; and the ſounding titles 
wherewith he may be addreſſed, 
arein reality no better than a fatyr 
upon his manners. As it will not 
add any thing to the value of lead 
or tin, theſe vulgar metals, that 
they are-extracted from the precious 
| ſilver ore; ſo neither will an high 
extraction impart a value to the 
worthleſs and vulgar character. 


- LET another bleſs himſelf in a 
fancied ſuperiority to others, be- 
cauſe he enjoys the favour of the 
great; dwells in a fine houſe; heaps 
up filver as the duſt; maintains 2 
numerous retinue of ſervants; and 
loads his table with the moſt deli- 
cious food: I never can think his 

character 
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character ennobled by all this pomp: 


and wealth.-----He enjoys the fa- 
vour of the great; but not thy lo- 
ving-kindneſs, O God, which is 
better than life.-----He dwells un- 
der a magnificent roof; but he 
makes not the Moſt High his habi- 
tation,-----Tell me not of his heaps | 


of ſilver and gold; for he is not 


rich in good works :- nor of his. 


numerous ſervants; for himſelf is 
a ſlave to vile afftetions.-----He 
loads his table with luxurious food; 


but his ſoul feedeth on aſhes, and 


huſks that ſwine do eat. 


No has he a whit better title to 


fame, and ſolid glory, who enjoys 


what is commonly ſtiled popularity, 


and lives upon the tongues of mul- 
titudes. Alas! how far are they 


from being competent judges of 
S what 


— — 
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what is truly great and laudable 
What wiſe man values himſelf on 
the commendation of fools ?----But 
ſometimes they may be in the righr. 
Be it ſo. Yet ſtill how ſcanty the 
limits, how ſhort the duration in 
which the fame of the moſt renown- 
ed muſt neceſſarily be confined! 
How many places, even on this 
our globe, where the name of the 
moſt celebrated man on earth has 
not been ſo much as heard of! 
How many heroes of antiquity, 
that kept the world awake with 

noiſe and luſtre, whofe names and 
actions are forgot, as though they 
had not been! Where now are the 
mighty. troublers of mankind? O 
death, what contempt doſt thou 
pour on princes! As clouds are 
driven- by the northern blaſt; as 
ſnow is melted by the ſan; and as 
— 
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ſtubble is conſumed before the fire: 
ſo vaniſhes all giory and renown at 
thy approach.-----Seeſt thou that re- 
poſitory of the dead, where the 
duſt of the vaſſal and his lord are 
blended together in groſs familia- 
rity! Here all precedency is a jeſt. 
In vain is the corpſe of the right 
honourable depolited in marble, or 
incloſed in ſilver. Alas! the 
worms are not afraid to riot on 
his fleſh, who wore imperial purple. 
They keep no awful diſtance from 
majeſty itſelf. 


MISERABLE they who were not 
careful to diſtinguiſh themſelves. 
from the common herd of man- 
kind, but by theſe diſtinctions that 
are aboliſhed in the grave, and 
that are of no-avail in the awful 
Judgment. With what blank faces: 
| Ce will 
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will they look, who have no other 
recommendations but their illuſtri- 
ous pedigree, their abundant wealth, 
and their popular renown, when 
the Son of the carpenter, whoſe 
life was lowly, and his death igno- 
minious, ſhall fiſt them before his 
tribunal? When every maſk {hall 
be pulled of, and every man 
appear, in that character which 
really belongs to him? When their 
eternal ſtate ſhall be adjuſted, not 
according to what they ſeemed in 
their own. or others eyes; but ac- 
cording, to what they were in the 
eye of God, the moſt unqueſtion- 
able Judge of all their actions 


Cea SE then, 0 my ſoul! to 
admire, or to envy the glory of the 
world. Nor judge them truly ho- 
nourable, whoſe fouls are not truly 

| great, 


Or the excellency of Chriſtianity. 307 

great, and whoſe glory will not de- 
ſcend after them into the grave. 
If a horſe is not judged of by the 
gaudineſs of his trappings, a ſtatue 


by the grandeur of its pedeſtal; | 


why ſhould we judge of men by 
their outward appendages, which 
may be ſtript off in this preſent life, 
and muſt of neceſſity be in the life 
to come ? 


CHRISTIANITY, it is thine alone 
to lift the poor from the dunghill, 
and the needy out of the duſt, and 
ſet them among princes.. In thy 
light we clearly ſee how theſe that - 
are eſteemed the offscourings of all 
things, - may, notwithſtanding, be 
the excelent of the earth. Hehe 
is truly honourable, whom the 
Almighty from his throne beholds 
deſpiſing in his heart thoſe things 

7 Which 
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which are reckoned great among 
men; and ardently aſpiring at 
thoſe ſublime diſtinctions that are 
worthy of his rational and immor- 
tal nature. He pays indeed a due 
regard to his good name; and 
would not willingly ſo much as 
incur the ſuſpicion of being guilty 
of what is unworthy of him. If a 
fair reputation may be acquired 
and maintained by a patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, he does 
not at all deſpiſe it, but eſteems it 
more than riches: for a good re- 
port maketh the bones fat, and 
enables the man that is poſſeſſed 
of it to be more extenfively uſeful, 
in promoting the good of his fellow» 
creatures, and the glory of his 
Creator. But even when he does 
good, it is not the applauſe of men 
he principally courts; but by ho- 
| nour , 
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nour and diſhonour; by evil re- 
port and good report; he approves 
himſelf unto the conſcience of every 
man. If he gains their commen- 
dations, he does not greatly rejoice ; 
if he incurs their cenſure, he is not 
greatly ſorrowful. Sometimes he 
takes pleaſure in reproaches; and 
rejoices that he is counted worthy 
ro ſuffer ſhame for his name's ſake. 


WHarT though he ſhould live in 
the vale of life? though he be not 
pointed at as he goes along? though 
he hear not the acclamations of the 
people? His praiſe is not of men, 
but of God; who knows his way; 
who points him forth to angels as 
the object of their regard; while 
they, with true applauſe, recount 
his praiſes, 
2 WHAT 


| 
| 
| 
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War though he boaſt not the 
honours of his race; when the 
royal blood of Heaven flows in his 
veins, becauſe he is born from 


above? 


Wnar though he be not a 
favourite of the prince; when, like 
a prince he has power with God?---- 


Though he poſleſs not a great 


quantity of wealth ; when the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt are all 
his own?----Though his ſteps are 
not attended by a numerous train 
of ſervants; when even the bleſſed 
angels are miniſtering ſpirits unto 
him, and keep him in all his 


ways: Though he ha ve no better 


manſion than a cobwebbed cottage; 
when the King of glory deigns to 
come under his lowly roof, and 
even to dwell with him: Though 
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his cloaths are not beſmeared with 
gold ; when he puts on righteouſ- 
neſs as a garment?-----Though he 
lives on homely food, and drinks 
not generous wine in gold and ſilver 
veſſels; the fleſh and blood of the 
Son of God is his daily proviſion. 
And though his memory ſhould 
die away, inthe city were he hved ; 


yet his memorial in heaven 1s ever- 
laſting. 


Go then, O immortal ſoul, ſeek 
this honour that comes from God 
only, which is no phantom that 
will mock thy graſp; no bubble 
that will break at thy touch; no 


ſhadow that will fly from him that 

purſues after ; but a bleſſed reahty 

that will crown thy wiſhes. This 

paſſion needs not fill thy cheeks 

with bluſhing; for it is adequate 
: . to 
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to thy rational nature. O'glorious 
honour! which Ceſar cannot con- 
fer; which money cannot procure. 
The praiſe of men cannot beſtow; 
the reproaches of men cannot take 
it away. The Lord of hoſts hath 
purpoſed to ſtain the pride of all 
other glory ; but this honour ſhall 
never be laid in the duſt. 
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